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IT is much tq b^JlJ^Kte^d;: \ljat the learnect 
and judicious' auriidr* of^ ^ i^« Enquiry into 
Vulgar Errors*^ omitted to nptiee that propen- 
fity to blunder, which iiNcor^iiionly fuppofed to 
be charafiteriftic of the Irifti itatibn. An effay 
on the nature and origin of irifh bulls would, 
perhaps, have been almoft as well worthy the 
attention of the public as fome of the queftions, 
which this celebrated antiquarian, and natural 

i^ Sir rhoma$ Browne> A. i.<>^^; ♦ - 
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)hilofopher, has difcufled; fuch as, Whether 

torks can live only in republics ? Whether pea- 

ocks are afliamed when they look at their ugly 

egs ? Why we are taught, from our childhood, 

o break an egg-fliell after we have eaten the egg ? 

AThy candles burn blue before the apparition of 

L fpirit, or how their wicks foretel the approach 

\i ftrangers ? 

We have the more reafon to lament Sir Tho- 

nas Browne's omitting to treat of irifli bulls, be- 

:aufe, in fpeaking of one of the englifh popular 

lotions with refpedl to Ireland, he evinces that 

idmirable degree of philofophical fcepficifm 

vhich is neceffiry Jn. jjaciging. a^national caufe 

vith impart^litjr^^; V VA/ ^\:\ 

*' Moftmen," iaw h^/:i' itffirm, and few here 

• ••••••••• 

vill believe the ooili»ifyV-^^2it there be no fpi- 
lers in IrelandV*b'iit .we^!2^^ feen fome in that 
:ountry; and, tiloligh'i)ul''few; fome cobwebs 
ve behold in irifh wood* in England. Thus 
:he crocodile from an egg growing up to an ex- 
ceeding magnitude, common conceit, and divers 
writers deliver, it hath no period of increafe, but 
groweth as long as it liveth ; and thui?, in brief, 

* The perfon who fhows Weftminfter Abbey 
affures the public, at this day, that there are no 

^obivcbsia the oak there, becaufe Sx \s \tvftv* 
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in moft apprehenfions the conceits of men extend 
the confiderations of things, and dilate their no- 
tions beyond the propriety of their natures." 

The received opinion, that there exilts a- 
mongft the natives of Ireland an innate and irre- 
filtible.propenfity to blunder, cannot, however, 
be one of thofe notions which have been dilated 
by common conceit, becaufe we have argument 
and evidence fufficient to eftablifh our belief. 
Englifli readers may fmile at this grave j^repara- 
tion to prove what nobody doubts : but thefe ap- 
parent truifms are always fufpicious in the eyes 
of accurate philofophers. In the firfl: place it 
mud be obferved, that nobody is a word of very- 
uncertain fignification, varying according to 
time, place, and circumftances. Nobody in a 
phyfical and nobody in a fafhionable fenfe, no-^ 
body in a moral and nobody in a political view, 
are obvioufly as different as pofTible ; nobody at 
court may be fomebody in the country ; nobody 
in England may be fomelx)dy in Ireland. In 
fhort, nobody in ^rrgument ufually implies, nobo* 
dy of my nation, acquaintance, party, or way of 
thinking : hence the extreme diiEculty of afcer- 
taining what is meant by the phrafe. Unlefs 
we know the ftyle of life, connedions^ birth, pa* 
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rentage, education, and underllanding of the 
perfon who makes fuch an affertion, it is often 
impoffible to perceive its full force or weaknefs. 
Hence the neceflity of proving what nobody 
doubts : therefore let us foberly proceed with the 
prooff that the irifh nation is prone to make 
thofe blunders, which are ufuallv called bulls. 

According to the common cuftom of able lo- 
gicians, we muR begin with an argument a pri- 
ori. It feems but reafonable to fuppofe, that 
Iriflimen were defigned by providence to make 
bulls, becaufe, in the univerfal diftribution of 
things in this world, good is ever balanced by 
evil. Each country upon the face of this earth 
has peculiar advantages and difadvantages. 
Look round the globe : — here you find a mild 
climate with an oppreffive government ; there 
you fee a profufion of the neceffaries and luxu- 
ries of life, with an indolent, inept race of inha- 
bitants : even the fparkling mines and fragrant 
fpices of the eaft are bleflings fully balanced by 
hurricanes and peftilence. Thus equality is pre- 
ferved amongfl nations as amongft individuals, 
and Hibernia cannot be exempted from this 
equitable law of nature. Amongft her various 
advantages, we muft recoUeO: one by which flxe^ 
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is peculiarly diltinguifhed :— as Alba and Gyral- 
dus have left upon ancient record, and as a mo* 
dern farce, called >* The Genius of Ireland'V 
fufEciendy confirms, no venemous animal can 
exift on the foil or in the air of Ireland. This 
enviable national immunity, although bellowed 
by the fpecial favour of St. Patrick, muft, ac» 
cording to the fyftem that we have juft eftablifh- 
edy be counterbalanced by fome evil ; probably 
by that vernacular defeft in their mode of fpeech, 
for which the Irifli are fo juflly ridiculed and re- 
viled. As there are no toads, or ferpents, or 
vipers in this favoured ifland, it muft neceffarily 
abound with irifh bulls. 

A priori arguments, though their ufe be jufti- 
fied by the higheft- authority, do not fuit all 
taftes, or carry convifition to all underftandings. 
Now, according to the prudent praflife, avowed 
by an experienced orator*, we fhould employ, 
not only the ftrongeft, but the, weakeft argu- 
ments poflible, that we may captivate both the 
nice judging few, and the numerous, and confe- 
quently, rcfpeftable vulgar. Without relying 
entirely upon this one a priori argument to provp 

* Gharles FoXr 
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that Irifhmen ought to make bulls, I fhall aduce 
another of an interior fpecies, drawn fimply from 
exiswig circumstances* 

Engiifli is not the mother tongue of the na- 
tives of Ireland ; to them it is a foreign lan- 
guage, and confequently, it is fcarcely. withia 
the limits of probability, that they ftiould avoid 
making blunders both in fpeakin^and writing. 
We moQ: of us are aware of the difficulty of ac- 
quiring that accurate grammatical knowledge, 
that praftical fluency, and all the idiomatic 
niceties of a foreign language, which could put 
us on a par with the natives themfelves. It was 
not till after a feven years apprenticefliip at 
Laufanne, that the great Gibbon thought him- 
felf able to fpeak french like a Frenchman ; and 
his writing a manifefto in elegant french^was a 
matter of pritle to him, and of admiration to the 
reft of the world. How then can it be expefled, 
that the illiterate irilh fhould inftinfliively pof- 
fefs that command of a foreign language, which 
is only to be acquired after long labour by the 
brighteft, and moft cultivated genius, affilled 
by all the advantages of books and fociety I 
Such an cxpeclatiou would be extravagant* 
Thus by arguments both ad abfurdum and a pri- 
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ori, we are compelled to the fame coiiclufion, 
that the Irifli muft be blunderers. Indeed, fo 
perfectly perfuaded are Engliflimen of the truth 
of this propofition, that the moment an unfortu- 
nate Hibernian opens his lips, they expeft a bull, 
and liften with that well known look of fober 
contempt and fnug felf-fatisfa£Hon, which fufE- 
ciently teftifies their fenfe of fafety and fuperio- 
rity. Not the half animated Bond-flreet loung- 
er, not the bawling native of Billingfgate, no in- 
veterate cockney of high or low degree, between 
the vaft extremes of St James's and St. Mary 
Axe, no guttural man of Cumberland, or Zo- 
merzetfliire Zim, or ultimate Northumbrian, can 
forbear to join in the liber^d laugh againft the 
wild Irifhman, or refrain from raifing in their 
multifarious dialefts the national hue and cry- 
after an irifli bull. Whether this cry be ever 
raifed by miftake, when no irilh bull has brokeni 
loofe, may, perhaps, be queftioned by thofe, 
who have obferVed, that every dog is not mad 
which falls a viSim to the ignorance or malice 
of the populace : but let us avoid this inquiry ; 
it might prove trgublefome ; for it would drive 
us at laft to defcribe and define what we mean, 
by an irifli bull. Definitions are as much the 
bajoe of eafy writing as of eaty cotvNtxl^^ ^^ 
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CHAPTER II. 

ETYMOLOGY OF AN IRISH BULL VVCEtTAtH. 

Let us fly from crabbed Logic to convenient 
Etymology — Never (hall her proteus art fail her 
Votaries fo IcJng as any Ivvo letters of th« greek, 
Hebrew, englifti, faxon, phoenician, or ogham 
charaSler can be interchanged. 

The intelligent reader, however unfkilled he 
rhay be in fubjedts of this nature, will immedi- 
ately fuggeft two analogies of found, which may 
lead the unweary aftray — We have a p^pal bull, 
and John Bull, the reprefentative of the majefty 
of the people of England. It is a curious coia^ 
cident, that the name of that fpecies of blunder, 
which is peculiar to the Irifli, fliould be, to alet- 
ter, the fame asthediflinguiOiing appellation of 
the englifli nation. Yet our utmoll ingenuity 
IS at a fault when we attempt to account for this 
coincidence, or to make any ufe of it in the pre- 
sent, inquiry. It would be abfurd to fuppofe, 
that John Bull could ever have been fubjedl to 
blunder ; although there is a paffage in a letter 
of Swift's, obfcurely hinting at fome fuch idea : 
'^'' J have it in conteinpVa\Aoti^^' {^^i'SVxtx^ 
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** to write ftQ effay on eagliih bull$ and Uua. 
ders." 

Now the 6o&j&r could not write an effajr on 
englifh bulls mi blunders, if no fuch things ac- 
tually exifted. We muR. either infer from tki$ 
paffag^, tb^t the dem of St Patrick's, a maa 
every way quaJified to deckle this matter, be« 
Ueved that bulls were of engiifh origin, and 
therefore ihould pix>perly be called English 
buHs: or elfe we muft conclude, that Swift 
(which is highly probable, as he was an Irifh- 
man) was guilty of a harbarifm in language ; at 
teaft that he iaadyertandy applied the fpecific 
name of bull to the whole fpecies of blunders, 
aad then, as people do often go on from one er- 
ror and abfurdity to aaother, confounded all to- 
gether, and talked of en^fli bulls and blunders 
as fynonymous terms. 

We proceed to— papal bull — Every well in- 
formed perfon knows, that this is the name of 
the pope's letter, edift, or diploma. As ety- 
mologics make it a principle, to feall or furi'eit 
their friends with all they catch'ln the drag-net 
with which they fweq) the ocean of antiquity, 
we, in humble imitation, cannot omit to add, 
under the head bulla, that the roman nobility 
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ufed to hang round their necks certain hoIlo\^ 
golden bflls, in which were enclofed amulets 
againft envy : thefe afterwards were hung to the 
diplomas of emperors and popes. -^ Bulla; the 
feal, is further derived from bulla, a drop or bub- 
ble ; or, according to others, from the Greeks 
council. According to Pezron, from the Celtic^ 
dull, qr bul — a bubble. The popes' bulls were 
certainly not of this fort : their bullae are ufually 
of lead, appended by a filken firing when the 
bull is a bull of grace, and by a hempen firing 
when it is a bull of jufiice. 

What the irifti bull has in commbn with the 
golden, leaden, or papal bull, we leave to the 
judgment of the fagacious reader, having done 
eur duty by warning him of that treacherous 
analogy of foiwgyi which might put him upon a 
wrong fcent. We ftiall now beg or take leave 
to fuggeft a few queries, with all the diffidence 
the occafion requires; 

Query ist. — Might not the irifli bull be de- 
rived from the miller's thumb, or bull head, an 
odd filh, of no very pleafing ftiape, with a head 
too large for it's body, and a very wide mouth*^ 

# Walton. 
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nfually gaping ; whence the' term bull-head, a 
ftupid fellow, or blockhead ? 

Query zd. — Might not the irifli bull have 
fome affinity to the famous bos in lingua^ which^ 
literally tranflated, means an ox upon the tongue. 
Both phrafes, relating 'to the tongue, muft 
have fome connexion between themfelves. W© 
find alfo another point of refemblance ; they 
have both puzzled commentators. 

** Some have been ftartled at the proverb bo^ 
in lingua^^* fays a learned writer, " confiifedly 
apprehending how a man fliould be faid to have 
an ox in his tongue that would not fpeak his 
mind ; which was no more than that a piece of 
money had filenced him ; for by the ox was only 
implied a piece of coin ftamped with that figure, 
firft current amongft the Romans." 

Heaven forbid we fhould infmuate that Irifli- 
men could ever have the bos in lingua. It never 
was a parliamentary expreflion; and we abai^ 
don the proverb as premature. 

We Ihall hazard only one more conjefilure ; 
for the apparent puerility of which we can beft 
apologife by reminding the faftidious, that truth 
is often found in the lowed fource, after haying . 
been in vain fought for in the bigh^ft, 

B 
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Might not the expreflion " An irifh bull,*' ori- 
ginally derive from the trivial faying, *' Your 
father's cows are all bulls ?" as we fay, " All his 
geefe are fwans ;" or as the Italian proverb, 

** // siu> soldo val tredeci danari^'^ 
His fhilling is worth thirteen- pence; 

Submitting all thefe conjeftures to the better 
5udgement of the candid critic, we confefs that 
none are in our own opinion abfolutely fatisfac. 
tory: yet, comparatively, they are not to be 
defpifed ; for etymologifts committing the digni- 
ty of the grcateft nations and cities are involved - 
in fome obfcurity. For inftance, in the Dublin 
almanack, which is allowed to be the beft^lma- 
nack in the world, we read, 

** A. D. 140, — ^Dublin anciently called Afch- 
led, according to Ptolemy built, 

" A. D, 155. — Took it's prefent name from 
Alpinus, whofe daughter Auliana being drown- 
ed in the Liflfey, he changed the name oiAschled 
to Auliana, afterwards corrupted into Dublana^ 
that she might be bad in remembrance.'* 
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That ftranger comes from E, 
Pve heard the wife ones fay ; 
*' But fimple folks may fee, 

" Tis ftrangely altered by the way*" 



In thefe difficult cafes we recommend it to 
etymologifts, to follow the admirable pra6\ice 
of feme of the ancient provincial parliaments of 
France, who admitted what they galled half 
proofs, quarter proofs, an eighth, and a fix* 
teenth of a proof. Now by the addition of thefe 
fraSiions whole proofs could be made out, in any 
caufe whatever, by an able arithmetical advo- 
cate. — What a happy bocuspocus of law and al- 
gebra! . , 

^ E. ex. extra, extranius — eftranger — from 
eftrangcr — ftranger. 

Mphana vient d'Equus, fans doutc ; 
Mais il faut avouer auffi, 
Qu'en venant de la jufqu' ici, 
II a bien change fur la route. 

B a : 
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CHAPTER III. 

^ORICIIJALITY or IKISH BULLS >DISiaJTED. 

That fpectes of hionopolizing pride^ which 
infpires one nation with the belief that all the 
xeft of the world are barbarians, and fpeak bar- 
barifms, is evidently a very ufeful prejudice, 
which the Englifti, with their ufual good fenfe, 
have condefcended to adopt from the Greeks 
and Romans. They have applied it judicioufly 
in their treatment of France and Ireland. The . 
maxim, that one Englifhman can beat ten 
JFrenclmien, has undoubtedly gained many a 
battle both by fea and land ; it forms a fort of 
fuccedaneum for the belief in predeftination, 
which operates on the imagination of mahome- 
tan foldiers, as opium does on their phyfical 
powers^ creating fupernatural ftrength and cou- 
rage. But it is a refinement of this fort of poli- 
cy, to inftill into a nation the belief, that they 
are fuperior in intelleftual abilitie's to their neigh- 
hours. Impute a peculiar incurable mental dif-% 
eafe to a given people, Ihow tjiat it incapacitates 
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them from fpcaking crafting with common fenfe, 
«xpofe their infirmities continually to public ri- 
dicule, and in time probably this people, let their 
conftitutional boldnefs be ever fo great, may be 
fubjugated to that fenfc of inferiority, and to that 
acquiefcence in a ftate of dependance, which is 
the neceflary confequence of die conviftion of 
imbecility. We are too much attached to Eng- 
land, our native country, not to wi(h that {he 
may fucceed in cftaUiftiing the belief in her own 
fuperiority, and in depreciating and fubjugating 
the minds of her rivals — ^Like true patriots and 
partifans, we fliall endeavour to ftrcngthen hef 
felf-opinion ; and with this view we (hall endea- 
vour to fhow, that even the bulls of her hiber- 
nian neighbours, wherever they have inherent 
wit or humour, are not of irilh, but of foreign 
extra£lion. 

Lord Orford, better known perhaps in the lir 
terary world by the name of Horace Walpole> 
records in his Walpoliana an irilh bull, which 
he pronounces to be the beft he had ever heard 
— ^\ I hate tljat woman," faid a gentleman, lookr 
ing at a perfon who had been his nurfe, *' I ha^e 
that woman ; for fhe changed me at nurfe*" 
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In this fpeech fuch is the confufion of idcas^ 
that, as his lordfhip obferves, even perfonal iden- 
tity is confounded — Philofophers perhaps will 
not be fo ready as his lordftiip has been to call 
this a blunder of the firft magnitude, merely 
becaufe it confounds perfonal identity — Who- 
ever reads Locke's chapter on diverfity and 
identity, with or withoiit attention, will ac- 
knowledge, that the fubjefl is involved in fome 
cbfcurity, and the learned will probably be lefs 
inclined to laugh at our Hibernian, — Thofe who 
have never been initiated into the myftcries of 
metaphyfics may have the prefumptuous igno- 
rance to fancy, that they imderftand what is 
meant by the common words /or me \ but the 
able metaphyfician well knows how to prove to 
our fatisfafilion, that we know nothing of the 
matter. According to Locke, perfonal identity. 
<lepends on confcioufnefs— r-It rs but doing juftice 
to his authority to cjuote his very words. 

" Perfonal identity confitts not in the identity 
offubfl:ance,_but, as I have feid, in the identity 
of confcioufnefs, wherein Socrates ^d the pre- 
fent mayor of Qiiinborough agree, they are the 
fame pierfon ; if the fame Socrates, fleeping and 
waking, do not partake of the fame confcioufnefs, 
Socrates waking and fleeping is not the fame 
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perfon, and to punifli Socrates waking for what 
fleeping Socrates thought, and waking Socrates 
was never confcious of, would be no more of 
right than to puniih one twin for what his bro- 
ther twin did, whereof he knew nothing, be- 
caufe their Outfides^ are fo like that they could 
not be diftinguiftied : for fuch twins have been 
feen^. " 

. We may prefume that our Hibernian who 
was changed at nurfe, was fo like his fofter bro» 
ther, that the identity of fubftance could not 
eafily be afcertained by his parents during hit 
infancy ; and when he arrived at mans' eftate, 
his own confcioufnefs could not reach to th« 
time when the a£t of changing at nurfe was per- 
formed ; confequently there was no continuity 
of identity between the infant who was changed 
at nurfe, and the man who hated the nurfe #)r 
perpetrating the change ; ergo, the Irilhman 
could not confound that which did not exift as 
to him, viz. identity. 

Far be it from us to apologife for the groffnefii 
of his bull ; v^pfimply meant to affert, that it is 
not the beft of bulls, and that it is even deftitute 
of originality. — The cbnfufion of identity, which 

* Locke's Eflay concerning Hutcv^xv \5^^^'^- 
^^pS^Sf £fte€j;iXh. edition^ Vol* \^ ^^ 'i^^'^- 
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fo much excited lord Orford's admiratioa in our 

Hibernian, is by no means unprecedented irt 
France, England, or ancient Greece ; and con* 
fequently it cannot be an inftance of national idi* 
ofyncracy, or an irifh bulL We find a fimilaf 
blunder in Spain, in the time of Cervantes :— 

*' Pray tell me, fquire," fays the dutchefs iti 
Don Quixote, "is notyourmafter the perfon whole 
hiftory is printed under the iiame of the fage 
Hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha, who pro. 
feflJe^ himfelf the admirer of one Dulcinea del 
Jobofo?" 

, " The very fame, my lady,'' anfwer^ Sati- 
cho ; " and I myfelf am that very fquire of his, 
who is mentioned, or ought to be mentioned, it% 
that hiftory, unless they have changed me in the 
eradle.^^ 

• #1 Moliere's Amphitrion there is a dialogue 
between Mercure and Socie, evidently taken 
from the auic Lucian. Socie being completely 
puzzled out of his perfonal identity, if not out of 
his fenfes, literally, " Of my being myfelf I 
begin to doubt in good earneft ; yf t when I feel 
myfelfj and when I recoUedl myfelf, it feems ta 
me that /am I*." 

* " De moi je commence a douter tout de bon; 
Pourtant quandjemetate,&quandjeme rapplle^ 

1/ me femblc q ue j e fuis moi.'\ 
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An example ftill nearer home might be pro- 
duced to illuftrate this fubje£t ; we allude to the 
well known cafe of an englifh woman, in whom 
all idea of perfonal identy was abfolutely con. 
founded by a fimple fhortning of her drefs dur- 
ing flcep. Her exclamation when (he wakens 
is full in the recolle<Slion of every child in Eng* 
land, and is beautifully appofite. 

*' Oh," fays the little woman, " this is 
of/." 

The difficulty of felefting from the vulgar herd 
of iriflP^ulls one, that (hall be entitled to the ^' 
prize, •ftn the united merits of preeminent ab- 
furdity, and indifputable originality, is greater 
than hafty judges may irhagine. Many bulls, re- 
puted to be bred and bom in Ireland, are of 
foreign extraction ; and many more, fuppofed 
to be unrivalled in their kind, may be matolbd 
in all tihieir capital points : for inftance, there is 
not a more celebrated bull than Paddy Blake's. 
When Paddy heard an englifti gentleman fpeak- 
ing of the fine echo at the lake of Killarney, 
which repeats the found forty times, he very 
promptly obferved, — '* Faith that's nothing at 
all to the echo in my father's garden, in the 
cpunty of Galway v if your fay to it—-* Hpjv d^ 
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)rou do, Paddy Blake ?' it will anfwer, * Pretty 
well I thank you, fir." 

Now this echo of Paddy Blake's, which ha^ 
long been the admiration of the world, is not a 
prodigy unique in it's kind ; it can be matched 
by one recorded in the immortal works of the 
great lord Verulam.* 

remember well/' fays this father of philo* 
" that when Ivvent to the echo at port 

arenton, there was an old parifian that took 
It to' be the work of fpirits, and of good fpirits ; 
* for,' faid he, * call Satan, and the e?lfc will 
not deliver back the devil's name, buf%ill fay 
*Vat'en." 

The parifian is furely fuperior to the hibemi-* 
an ! Paddy Blake^s fimply underftood and prac- 
tifed the common rules of good breeding ; but 
port Charenton echo is " inllindt with fpirit," 
and endowed with a nice moral fenfe. It is re- 
ally edify in| to obferve how thofe things, which 
have long been obje£ls of popular admiration, 
ihrink and fad^ when expofed to the light of 

* Natural Hiftory, century iii, p. 191. — 
Bacon produces it to sbow^ that echoes wllnot rea^ 
dily return the letter S. ^ 
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ftri£l examinaticMi: A celebrated critic propofed, 
tha^ workfhi^H be written to inquire into the 
pr^nfions of modern writers, to original in- 
Veiiion, to trace their thefts,-4W to reftore the 
|)rlpi|t7 to the ancient ^0trs. Sjd^ a work 
would requi||l powmsmKd erudition beyond 
what can b|^xpe£)2d^om any ordinary indi« 
vidual ; tJfc?iaDour muflbe Ihared amongT 
s, and we fliall be proud to affift in afc^ 
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king the rightfcl property even of bulls and ^ 
ders.; tjjgug^withotlt pretending, Kke fome 
iirterar^TOwd-hounds, t# follow up a plagiarifm, 
^ere COTlmAi fagacity is at a fault. %, 

Amongft the f<yiious bulls recorded by the il- 

luftrious Joe Miller, there is one, which is con* 

tinually quoted as an example of original irifli 

^*^ Tiius : — An englj^ gentleman was writing a 

ter in a coffee-houfe, and perceiving, that an 



ifhman ftationed behmd him was taking that 

trty which Parmenio ufed wtlh^^'his frl^[ 
xander •, inftead of putting his feal uponthfe 



tlSian thou jilt proper to reprove the Hiberniail, 



liiJ|of the curious ivtpertinent^ the englifh gen- 

iHan thoudtil 
if not with cpjlcacy, at lead with poetical juftiee; 
he concIude^B^riting his letter m thele words : 
*' I would fi^more, but a damned tall Irilh* 
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man is reading over my fhodi^ every worfl I 

write/' ••-^;: -^ 

^ ** You lie, you fcoundrel," faid Xhe felft^ 
Vifted Hiberni 

This J|kLnder i^^nqueftionably exc 





bat it is not originaliy'^ftA it co||||es with othe- - 
rinhes from the eaft, amhi readjp taay find 1 
'g into a book by. M. Gallani| entitle 
.markable Sayings of the Eaftewi Natioap.; 



..lated from their works in theJlfebic, perfiar 
printed at Paris) to be, tad at the Hague, afe. 



^nd turkilh languages, (SCcord'^ tcyihei.coi 



Lewif and Henry Vandolc!s, boc^fdKr^, in^e 
Pooten, at the fign of thePort^py al, m, nc. xciv.'^ ' 

For the convenience of Uiofe whofe curiofity 
may not be fufEciently aclive to , hunt for this 
treafure of oriental wildon^ we fubjoin the f '"^ 
fage in queftion : — Sr - • , 

^ '' A learned nmn was writing td a friend ; 
trbliblefome fellow was befide him, who wa& 






looking ovet his flioulder at what he was writi 
— The learned man, who perceived this, c|||^- 
nued writing in thefe words, 'If ab impertinent 
chap, who (lands befide me, wer4 m)t looking at 
what I write, I would write maii^ other things 
to you, which (houldbe koown only to you and 
to me* 
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► '^ ^* The troublefome fellow, who-Vas reading 

ipri^ now thougjitk •incumbent on him to fpeak^ 

'^'^ ^aid, ' I|Wear to you, that I have not read 

u^A of i|^j^at you are writjgj/ JP^ 

^•"^d man replia^TBlockhead as yoi|^ 

j^ ^o you fa||ro me wUff you ajj^^ 

^ |iow faying*?'* ^. < •. 

w * « Un iavant ecrivoit i un ami, & mi 

portun ^toit a#6t6 de lui qui regardoit par delTu^ 
I Tepaule ce qiilll ecrivoit. 

" Le favant cjui s^en apper^ut ecrivit ceci a 1» 

^pfece : Si un impertinent qui eft a mon cote ne. 

regardoit?*^s ceque j'ecris, je vous ecrirois en^ 

^ core plufieurS' chofes qui ne doivent etre fues 

quede vous Sc demoi. 

** L'importun qui lifoit toujoura prit la parole, 
€t dit : • 

-* ^^ Je vops jure que je n' ai regarde ni lu ce que 
^us ecrlvois.' 




/'Le favant repartit, * Ignorant que vM^^es, 

trq«^ me dites vous done ce que vous oWR?'* 
Les Pdroles remarquables des Orientaux- — 
tradudion de leurs ouvrages en Arabe^ m 
Persan^ £s? en Turc^ fsuivant la copie im^ 
priiww Paris J a la Haye^ chez Louis &f 
Henry 'Vclkdole^ marcband libraires^ dans. 
le Pooicn^ a I'ens^ne du J^9fi/Moyalr 

- -=4 ■ 
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• Making allowance for the: differenta^ lof inan- 
jiers in eaftem and northern na^ons^ there ^^ 
certainly, fuch a fimilarity betweAilliis briP'^'^-^ 
^ anecdote and J/k Miller's ftory, ^^^ r^^ 
|lude, that the' l^ter is ftolen^ *" 
iher. Ifl^r, an i^m bull mu-^-- 
of blunder /?^rr///^r to Ireland; thofe thjit-.we 
Jiave hitherto examined, thotigh* they may 
• w-^called bulls by the ignorant vulgar, have no™ 
right, title, or claim to fuch a diftindlion. We . 
fhould invariably exclude from that clafs alt 
blunders, which can be found in another cDU|i»|i 
try. For inftance, a fpeech of th^ celebrated 

irifh beauty, Lady C- , has been called a 

bull; but as a parallel can be produced ia a? 
fpeech of an englifh nobleman, it tells for nothing. 

When her ladylhip was prefented at courts 
his Majefty, George the Second, politely hoped, 
*' that^fince her arrival in England, llie had ■ 
bcaJBRe Gained with the gayeties of London.'^ ^ 

*' O yes, pleafe your majefty, I have felfc 
every fight in London, worth feeing, except a 
coronation." 

This naivete is certainly not equal to that of 
ibe englilh earl marfhal, who, when his king 
found fault ^ixh forae arratigenient at his coro- 

I 
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nation^ iay~^;j?ie^fe.your majefty, I hope it 
will be better next time.'* 

k naivete of tfie fame fpecies entailed a heavy 
_l^ofi tbe inhabitants of Beaune, in France^ 
l3ei|Bki^^^Cpii^us for burgundy ; and Henry the 
FourtIV puffing thrbiigh his kingdom, flopped 
there, and was well entertained by his loyal fub* 
|e£ls. His tnajefty praifed the Wrg^ndy which 
%)^ey: fet befol^e hina— l-V' It wasrexceUent 1 it was 
ll admirable !" 

** <i), frre ! ■' cried they, ** do you think this 
excellent ? we haxe much finer burgundy than 
this.'? 

- ** iHavc you fo ■?, then you can afford to pay for 
it," replied Harry the Fourth ; and h-e laid a 
double tax thenceforward upon the burgundy of 
Beaune. 
^ Of the fame clafs of blunders is the following 
^Tjieech, whiclr we heard not long ago froi|y to 
Irifliman:— 

' iPleafe your worftiip he fent me to the devU^ 
and I came ftrajight to your honour." 

We thought this anoriginal irifli blunder, till 
we recoUefiled it's prototype in MarmontePs , 
Annette and Lubin. Lubin concludes his ha- 
rangue jKth : " The bailiff fent us to the deviU 
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and we came to put ourfclves utider youf'^^rc^ 
jteftion, my lord*." 

The French, at leaft in former times, w^ 
celebrated for politeriefs; yet we meet uy|ffili 
f^m't;^ compliment of a Frenchmat), whicMpDuld 
have been accounted a bull if it had been found 
in Ireland. 

A gentleman wAs complimenting madamiii 
£)enis on the manner in which fhe hadjuft a£ted 
JSaraf. 

" To a£l that part,*' faid Ihe. ♦* a perfoft 
fliould be young and handfome.** 

" Ah, madam !'' replied the complindente* 
naivement ; " you arc a complete proof of th^ 
^contrary." 

We know not any original irifb bull equal t^ 
.(his. 

* " Le bailli nous donne au dibble, ets0our 
nous recommandons a vous, monfcigneur." • 

t " On faifoit compliment a madame D<;nis 
de la facon dont elle venoit de jouer Zaire. 

11 faudroit,' dit elle, * et re' belle et jeune? -^ 
M\y madame V reprit le complimenteur 
jiaivement; •vous etes bien la preiive du con- 
traire.'* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

*ii lEI^H NEWSPAPERS. 

We prefume that we have fuccefsfuUy difput- 
eel the claims impofed upon the public, in be- 
half of certain fpurious, alien blunders, pretend- 
ing to be native, original irifli bulls; and we 
Ihall now with pleafure proceed to examine thofe 
which have better titles to notice. Even non- 
ienfe ceafes to be worthy of attention and pub- 
lic favour, unlefs it be original. 

*^ Dear lady Emily," fays mifs Allfcrip, ia 
the exquifite comedy of the Heirefs — *' Dear 
lady Emily, don't you doat upon folly ?'' , 

** To ecflacy!" replies her lady fliip, " I only 
defpair of feeing it well kept up," 

We flatter ourfelves ' there is no danger of 
that,' for we have the irilh newfpapers before us, 
wher^, no dpubt, we ihall find a frelh harveft of 
indigenous abfurdity ripe for the fickle. 

The firft adv^rtifement that meets oiir eye is 
.promifing. 

»3 "^ 
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It is the late proclamation of an irifh mayor, 
in which we are informed, that certain bufmefs 
is to be tranfafted in this city * every Monday, 
(Eafter Sunday only excepted).* This feems 
rather an unneceffary exception 5 but it is not 
SLii inadvertency, caufed by any hurry of bufi- 
nefs in his worfhip, it is deliberately copied from 
a precedent fet in England, by a baronet former- 
ly well known in parliament, who, in the pre- 
amble to a bill, propofed, that certain regulati- 
ons fhould take place * on every Monday (Tuef. 
day excepted).' We fear alfo, that an engliffi 
mayor has been known to blunder.— Some years 
ago the mayor of a capital englifli city pubjifh- 
cd a proclamation and advertifement, previous to 
the races, *, that no gentleman will be allowed 
to ride oh the courfe, but tbe /jorse$ that are tp 
Tun.' A mayor's blundering proclamation i^ 
not, however, worth half fo much in the eye pf 
jridicule, as a lord lieutenant'*. 

^ A faint in crape is twice a faint in lawn,^ 

A bull on the throve is worth twic^ ^ much as 
.aj)uil ifi the chair. 
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*^ By 'the lord lieutenant and council of Ire- 
land* 

*' A PROCLAMATION* 

*' Whereas the greateu economy is neceffary 
in tlie confumption of all species of grain^ and, 
tspecially^ in the consumption of potatoes^ &c. 

*' Given at the council chamber in Dublin.'* 

This is the firll time we have been informed, 
by authority, that potatoes are a fpecies of grain ; 
but we muftaccede to this new botanical arrange- 
ment^ when pubUftied under fuch fplendid au- 
fpicies. The aflfertion, certainly, is not made 
in diflinft terms, but all who underftand the 
conftrudion of language muft imply the conclu- 
iion, that we draw from thefe premifes. A ge- 
neral pofition is in the firfl member of the fen- 
tence laid down, * thsLt the greatest economy is 
necessary in the consumption of all species of grain ;' 
A particular exemplification of the principle is 
made in the next claufe^-' especially in the cour 
sumption of potatoes.* 

' The irifercnce is is plain as can be made, 
• The next article in our newfpapers is an ad* 
yertiism'ent of iands' to be let tp^an impromr^ 
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Um^t:-^^ h, few miles from Cork, \ti a most 
sporting country y bounded by an uncommon Jint 
turf bog, on the verge of which there are a nun\. 
ber of fine lime kilns^ where that manure may 
be had^on very moderate terms, the diftance for 
carriage not being many hundred yards. The 
whole lands being now in great heart, and comr 
pletely laid down, entirely furrounded and di- 
vided by impenetrable furze ditches^ made of guar ^ 
ricd stone ^ laid edgeways. '* 

It will be a matter of difficulty to the untravel- 
led eiiglifh reader, to comprehend how furze 
ditches can be made of quartied ftone laid edge^ 
ways, or anyway ; and we fear that we ftiould 
only puzzle his intellefits ftill more, if we fhould 
attempt to explain to him the myfteries of irifh 
ditching in the technical terms of the country. 

With the face of a ditch he may be acquaint- 
ed, but to the back^ and^n/v,- and bottom of the 
gripe, and top of the back of a ditch, we fear he 
is ftill to be introduced^ 

. We can never fufficiently admire thefe furze 
ditches made of quarried ftones, they can, indeed^ 
be fpund only in Ireland : but we have heard ia 
England of things almoft as extraordinary • Dr. 
Ot^Y} xa his ^udit^^^d entertaining notes on 
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liudibras, records the depofition of a lawyer, 
who in an a£tion of battery told the judge, ' that 
the defendant beat his client with a certain 
v)ood€n instf-ument called tjrn iron pestle.^ Nay to 
go farther ftill, a wife annotator on the Penta- 
teuch, named Peter Harrifon, obferved of Ma- 
fcs's two tables ofstcmey that they were made of 
shiuifh 'Wood. The ftone furze ditches are fcarce- 
ly bolder inftances of the catachrefis, than the 
ftone tables of ftiittim wood This bold figure 
of rhetoric in an irifh advertifement of an eflate 
may lead us toexpefl, that hibernian advertifers 
tnay, in time, emulate the fame of Chriftie, the 
prince of auQioneers, whofe fine defcriptive 
powers can make more of an eflate on paper^ 
than ever was made of it in any other fliape, ex- 
cept in the form of an eje£lment. The fi£liona 
of law, indeed, furpafs even the au£lioneer*s 
imagination ; and a man maybe faid nevfer to 
l^now the extent of his own poffeffions, until he 
is ferved with an ejcflment. He then finds 
himfelf required to give up the pbfTefliou of a 
multitude; of barns; orchards, fifh-ponds^, horfe- 
ponds, dwelling-houfes^ pigeon-hoiifes, dove* 
•eotes,* outihoufes, and . appurtenances^ which 
Jne i\ever law. nor hearidL Qf> and which are nit 
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where to be found upd^ thte fiirfa<;:e of the habi* 
table globe : foxlaat; we t^afiiaot really enpr^^l^ 
this engli/h legal tiraftfefition, without being guil* 
ty of an irifh bull, and faying, that the .perfoti 
ejeftcd is ousted from /pldLQ&s which he never 
entered. ..'',./"/. 1 ■ . ; : . ., :/ . r 

To proceed withour newfpapers.-— -Th^ next 
advertiferaent is from a fchool-tnafter ; Ixit we 
ihall not defcant upon it's grammatical etrorsi 
becaufe they are not blunders peculiar to irifh 
fchoolmafters. We have frequently obferved, 
that the advertifements of fchool-m afters, even 
in England, are feldomfree from folecifais : too 
much care in writing, it feems, is almoft as bad 
as too little. In the preface of the diftionary-of 
the french academy, there are, as'^it is camput* 
ed by an able french critic, no lefs than fixtcea 
faults; and in Harris, . the celebrated gramma^ 
rian's dedication of his Hariiie£,';there. is one 
bull, and almoft as many fdults^as lines: - Itapi- 
pears as if thamoft precife and Ifearneld wrikers 
fometimes, likethe ladies inone of Gongreve's 
plays, 'run into the danger to avoid the ip^ct 
henfion*' ' ' v.j ;j. r 

After a careful fcrutiny of the hibetniaait axi- 
V^rtifements, we are compelled to. con&fs^^ th^ 
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Wfe* have not met with any blunders^ that more; 
neafljr refembles bur notion of an irilh b.dl thaiD 
ofte, \<^^iich foine years ago appeared in o\w 
englifh papers. It was the title to an advertifc-t 
riient of a wafhiAg machine, in thele words — 
*^Every man his own %vasberwoman P To come 
down to the prefent times ; an eye witnefs af*- 
fores tis, that laft fummer he faw an advertife- 
mcnt in t?ie following terms, ftuck up^^ on the: 
wall of a'n^ englifh coffee-houfe-^* -This coffee- 
feoufe rembved[ up flairs !* 

A roman emperor ufed to draw his flairs up 
after^ hini every night into his bed-chamber, bufe 
dtawihg a whole houfe up into itfelf is new. 

How can we account forfuch a blunder in an; 
englifli advertifement, except by fuppofing that 
it was penned by fome irifli waiter? If that 
were the cafe it would be an admirable example 
of an irifti bull ; and, therefore, we- had beft take 
it for granted. 

^ Let not any confcientious perfon be ftartled 
at the mode of reafoning, by which we have 
convifted an imaginary irifti waiter of a real 
bull; it is at lead as good, if not better logic,, 
tllan that which was fuccefsfuUy employed in 
tile time of the 'pbpish'plot^ to convict m irilh 
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phyfician of forgery. The matter is thus: tpt> 
corded by l*Eftrange. The irifli phyfician * was 
charged with writing a treafonable libel, but de- 
nied the thing, and appealed to the. unlikenefs of 
the charaflers. It was agreed, they faid, that 
liiere was no refemblance at all in the hands ; 
but they aflerted that the dodlor had two hands, 
h is physic hand and h is plot handy apd ^ the one 
not a jot like the other. Now this was the 
dodlor's plot hand, and they infifted upon it, 
that becaufe it was not one of his hands, it muft 
be like tlie other,' 

By this coilvenient mode of reafoning an 
iridimanmay at any time be convifted of any 
crime, or of any abfurdity. 

But what have we next in our newfpaper-^ 
* Murder,. Robbery, and Reward.' — This feems 
a ftrange connexion of tilings, according to our 
vulgar notions of diftributive juftice ; but we arp 
told that the wicked fhall have their reward even 
in this world, and we fuppofe it is upon this 
principle that over the flocks in a town in Ire- 
land there appears this infcription— * A rewarcj. 
for vagabonds.' 

Upon proceeding further in'our advertifement, 
which begins with, • Murder, Jiobbery, an4 
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Reward/ we find, however, that, contrary to 
the juft expeftations raifed by the title, the re* 
ward is promifed not to the robbers and mur* 
dercrs, but to thofe who ftiall dlfcover and pro* 
fecute them to conviflion. Her© we were led 
into error by that hafty mode of elifion, which 
fometimes obtains in the titles of our cnglifh law 
procefs ; as, fci-fe, fi-fa, qui-tam, fee. ; name* 
*rhich to preferve the glorious uncertainty of the 
.few, never refer to the fenfe, but to the firft 
words of the writs. 

In our newfpaper a formidable lift of unani* 
mous refoiulions of various committees and 
corps fucceeds to the advertifement of murder^ 
robbery, and reward, and we have, at the clofe 
of each days bufincfs, thankfgiving in various 
formulas for the very proper, upright, or fpi- 
rited behaviour rf our worthy, gallant, or re- 
fl>e€led chairman. Now that a man may be- 
have properly, or fit uprightly in a chair, we 
can readily comprehend ; but what are we ta 
underftand by a spirited behaviour in a chair ? 
Perhaps it alludes to the famous duel fought by* 
a gouty irifli gentleman in his arm chair. As 
ihe gallant chjiirman adually in thAt pofitionv 

P 
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ihot his adverfarf , it behoves qs to understand 
the meaning of fpirited behaviour in the chain ; 

We may, however, venture to hint, fas est et 
ab hofte dpceri, that, in the publications of corps 
and committees, this formula ihodid be omitted 
— * Refolved unanimously^ (with only one cliifen^ 
tient voice. y Here the obloquy meant to reft 
on the one diflentient voice unfortunately falls 
upon the publiihers of the difgrace^ expofii^ 
^em to the ridicule of refolyifig an iriih bulk 
If this be a bull however, we are concemed to 
£nd, it is matched t^ tJiat of the government of 
Munkh, who publiihed a catalogue of forbi^^fa 
books, and afterwards, uiuler heavy peoaltissi^ 
forbade tlie reading of the catalo^ue^ But this 
might be done in the hurry, occafioned by tl>c 
juft dread of revolutionary principles. 

What fhall we fay for the blunder of a french 
academician, in a time of profound peace, who 
gave it as his opinion, that nothitig ftiould be 
Tead in the public ii|^ig« of the acad^rmy * par 
dela ce qui eft impofe par les ftatuts : il motivait 
ion avis en difant— En fait dHnuiiiitfs il ne faut 
que le nepessaire*^ 

If this fpeech had been made by a member of 
the Royal Irifli Academy, it would have had the 
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htottdtit* trf be noticed aH over England as a bull; 
The honour to be noticed we fay, in imitation of 
fte exqoifitely polite expneffion of a cofrefpon^ 
dent cftheEnglifh Royal Society, who talks »of 
^ the earthquake that had the honour to be nbtic* 
ed by < the Royal Society.' 

It will we fear be Ichig before the Irifh etnergd 
ib far from barbairlfm as to write in this ftyle. 
■ Thfe Irifh kre, however, we are happy to ob* 
fcrve> making fome little approaches to a refined 
and courtly ftyle ; kingy, and, in imitation of 
them, great men, and all who think themfelves 
great— a nuttterous clafe-^peak and write as 
mttchaspoffibleinthe plural number, infleadof 
the fmgttlar. Infteadof /they always fay w^^ 
inftead of ^j—^t»T, according to the Italian idiom^ 
which flatters this hnmour fo far as td make it a 
point of indifpettfable politenefs. It is, doubt*. 
lefe, in humble imitation of foch illuftrious ex* 
amples, that an Irilhman, of the loweft clafs, 
when he means to exprefs that he is a member of 
a committee, fays lam n Committee. Thuicon- 
folidating the power, wifiiom, and virtue of a 
whole committee in hia own perfon. Superiour 
£ven to the indian, who believes that he ihali 
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inherit the powers and virtues of hh enetnifef 
after he has deftroyed them^ ; this conunittee- 
iBan takes pofleffion of the faculties of his living 
friends and aflbciateSi When fome of the tmttd 
tnen^ as they call themfelves, were examinedi 
they frequently anfwered to the queftions, *ho^ 
pr what are you ? I am a committee. 

However extraordinary it pnay at firft found 
to hear one man allbrt that he is a whole com^ 
mittee, it is not more wonderftil than that tht 
whole parliament of Bourdeaux ihould be found 
in a one horfe chairf • 

We forbear to defcam farthi^r upon Irifb conv 
inittee-men, left we &ould call to n^nd, merely 
the iimilarity gf name, the times when England 
Jiad her committee-men, who were not perfe^- 
]y free from all tinge, of abfurdity. It is re* 
markable that in times of popular ferment^ a va- 
Tjety of new terms are wined to ferve the pur^ 
pofes and paiBons of the moment. In the days^ 

# " So Indian murderers hope to gain 
* " The po\ycrs and virtues of the flain^ 

♦* Of wretches they dcftroy.** 

t Vide Memoirps 4u Cardinal de Rets« 
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of thewiglifh committee-.mcn this pradice had 
rifen to fuch a height, that it was fair gain for 
ridicule. Accordingly Sir John Birkenhead 
about that time found it neceiTary to publift 
* The Cbildreffs Di^lionary ; an exafl Colkdion 
pf Tall Ne^ Words born since Nov. 3, 1640, in 
Speecbes^ Fn^erSj and Sermons, as vjell tbosf 
that signify somethings as nothing.^ We obfervc 
4hat' it h^ like wife been found neceffary to pub- 
Jifli in France une DiHionaire neologifue^ a dic- 
tionary of the new terms adoptfed fince this revet- 
lution^ 

It mud be fuppofed, that during the late dif- 
turbeuiees in Ireland many Cijw/ terms have bcea 
brought kitoufe, which are not yet to be reckon- 
ed ainioil^ft the acknowledged terms of the coun- 
Jrjr* However abfurd thefe may be, they are 
jQot liar our purpofe proper fubjedls of animad- 
yerfion . Some countries have their birds of paf- 
fage, andibdne their follies of paflage, which k 
is fcarcely worth while to flioot as they fly. It 
Jbas often-been faid, th^t the language of a peoi- 
^ple isB juft criterion of their progrefs in civili- 
zation; but wemuft not take a fpecimen of their, 
; vocabulary during the immediate prevalence of 
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any tranfient paffion or prejudice. It Is to he 
hoped, that all party barbarifms in language 
Will now be difufed and forgotten ; for fome time 
has elapfed fince Ave read the following article 
of country intelligence in a iDubliti paper: 

" General fcoured the country yefter.* 

day, but had not the good fortune to meet with 
a fiiigle rebel.'* 

' The author of this paragraph feems to have 
been' a keen fportfman : he regrets the not meet- 
ing with a fingle rebel, as he would the not 
meeting wjth a fingle hare, or partridge ; and he 
juftly confiders the human bip^d as fair game, to 
be hinitcd down by all who are properly qualified 
and licenfed by government. To the Englifh 
it may feem a ftrange fubjedl of lamentation, that 
a gentleman could not meet with a fingle rebel 
in the county of Wicklow, when they have tc^ 
lately been informed, from the high authority of 
a noUe lord, that Ireland was fo difturbed, that 
whenever he wfent out, he called as regularly 
ibr his pifl:ols as for his hat and gloves, Pofli- 
biy, however, this was only a figure of fpeech, 
like that of bifliop Willdns, who prophefied that 
the time would come when gentlemen^ when 
|hey w^re to go a joprney, would call for their 
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wings as regularly as they call for their boots* 
— We believe that the hyperboles of the privy 
counfellor and the bifliop are of equal magni* 
tude* 



CHAPTER V. 

THE CRIMINAL LAW OF BULLS AND SLUNDE5W. 

Madame de Sevigne obferves, that there are 
iew people fuiEciently candid, or fufficientJy en* 
Tightened, to diftinguifby in their judgements of 
withers, betw<?en thofe fauks and miftakes which 
proceed from manqxw d'espritf and thofe which 
jarife merely from manque d^usoge. We cannot 
appreciate the talents or charaflers of foreigners, 
without making allowance for their ignorance of 
our nianners, of the idiom of our language, and 
the nmltifarious fignification of fome of ouir 
-?«rords. A frtnch gentlemw, . who dined in 
X^ndon in company with the celebrated author 
of the Rambler, wifhing to fhow him a triark of 
peculiar refpefit, drank Dr. Johnfon's health ift 
thefe wards: — 

*^ Your heaJtIjj Mr^, Vagaibond.*' '% - 
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Affuredly no well judging Englifhman would uii* 
dervalue the Frencliir*an's abilities, becaufe he 
miftook the meaning of the words Vagaboud 
and Rambler ; nor would any wellbred gentUj* 
man put a foreigner out of countenance by open- 
ly laughing at fuch a miftake : be would imi- 
tate the politenefs of a Frenchman, who, when 
Dr. Moore faid; " I am afraid the word I have 
jjj^ ufed is not French," replied, " Non, mon- 
fieur — Mais il merite bien de Tetre.'" It would, 
indeed, be a great ftrctch of politenefe to extend 
this to our iriih neighbours; for no Irilhmaa 
can ever deferve to be anglicifed, though £6 
many gallicifms have of late not only beea na** 
turalifed in Engird, but cvjen adopted by the 
moft fafhionable fpeakers and writers. Tbm 
miflaking a feminine for ainafculine noun, or a 
mafculine for a femimne, mail in all probability^, 
have happened to every Englilhman, that ever 
opened his lips in Paris ; yet withoul: lofing hit; 
reputation for common fenfe. But when a poot 
irifh haymaker, who had but juft learned a few 
phrafes of the englifti language by rote, miftook a 
feminine for a mafculine noun^ and began his 
fpeech in a court of juftice with thefe^ords — 
" My lord, I am. a poor widow/' inftead of. 
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*<My lord I am a poor widower,'* it was fo^ffi. 
cient to throw a grave judge and jury into con* 
yuUions of laughter. It was formerly in law no 
murder to kill a mcrus Hibernicus ; and it is to 
this day no offence againft good manners to 
laugh at any of this fpecies. It is of a thoufand 
times more confequence to have the laugh than 
the argument on our fide, as all thofe know full , 
well, who have any experience in the manage- 
ment of the great or little vulgar. By the com- 
mon cuilom and courtecy of England we have 
the laugh on our fide : let us keep it by all means; 
All mems are jufliii able to obtain a great end, as 
all great men maintain in praftice, if not in 
theoryi. We need not in imitating them have 
any fcr^ples pf confcience ; we need not appre* 
hend, that to ridicule our hibernian neighbours 
unmercifully is unfriendly or ungenerous. Na- 
tions, it has been well obferved, are never ge- 
nerous in their condudl towards each other. 
We muft follow the cojmmon custom of nations, 
where we have no law^ to guide our proceedings. 

We^mu^ therefor^ carefully cpntinj^e the lau- 
dable practice of ridiculing the blunders, whether 
real or imaginary, of Irifbmen. 

In ponverfation^ En^iflamen are permitted 
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ibmetimeft to blonder, but without ever being 
called blunderfcrs. It would indeed be an into- 
lerable reftraint upon fecial intercourfe, if trerf 
man were fubjcCl to be taxed for each inaccura* 
c^of language— if he were compelled to talk, 
upon all occofions, as if he were amenable to a 
ftar- chamber of criticifm, and furrounded by in- 
formers. 

Much mull be allowed for the licenfe of con* 
Verfation ; bujt hy no means muft this converfa* 
tion'-Iicenfe be extended to the Iriih. If, for in* 
ftance, at the convivial hour of dinner, when 
men are not ufually intent upon grammatical or 
mathematical niceties, an iriih gentleman de^ 
fires him, who * rules his roaft,' to cut the fur- 
loin of beef borlzMtally d&ojmoarck^ let the mit 
take immediately be fet down in our note-books^ 
and conned over, and got by heart ; and let it 
be repeated to all eternity as a bull. But if an 
engliftlady obferve, when the candles have long 
ftood unfnufFed, that * thbfe odious long wicks 
will foon grow up to the deling,' (he can be ac- 
cufed only of an errour of vifion. We conjure 
our readers to attend to thefe diftinftions in theti^ 
intercourfe with their hibemian neighbours t it 
touft be done habitually and technically ; ' and 
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wemuftnot liftento what is called reafon ; wc^ 
niuft aot enter intq any argument, pro or con, 
but.filence every irilh opponent — ^if we can— ^ 

with a laugh. 

The abbe Girard, ia his accurate work, * Sy* 
lionymes FraiKois,' makes a plausible diftinClioa 
betliveen m one tt un ig»or(int: he fays, * On 
eft ane par difpofition ; on eft ignorant par de- 
faut d'inftrufitioa.'— An ignoran,t perfon may 
certainly, even m the very circumftance which 
betray his ignorance, evince confiderable ability* 
Ifor inftance, the native Indian, who for thefirft 
time faw ;a bottle of porter uncorked, and who 
(pxpreffled gre^ aftomftiment at the quantity of 
froth, which burft from the bottle, and much 
curiofity to know whether it could all be put in 
again, ftiowed even in his ignorance a degree of 
capacity, which in different fituations might 
hav^ faved his life, or have made his fortune. 
In the fituation of the poor fiftierman, and the 
great giant of fmoke, who iffued Trom the fmall 
yefcl, well known to all verfed in the Arabian' 
Tales, fach acutenefs would have faved his life ; 
and a fimilar fpirit of inquiry, applied to che- 
miftry, might, in. modern times, have made his 
fortune. Even where no pofitive abilities are 
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difplayed at the time by thofe who manifeft ig- 
norance, we fhould not f except the culprits are 
natives of Ireland J haftily give them up. Igno- 
rance of the moft common objefls is not only in- 
cident to certain fituations, but abfolutely una- 
voidable ; and the individuals placed in thofe 
fituaticMis are ilo more blamable* than they 
would be for becoming blind in the fnows of 
Lapland, or for having goitres, amongft the 
Cretins of le Vallais. Would you blame the 
ignorant nuns, who, infenfible of the danger of 
an eruption of Mount Vefuvius*, warmed them- 
felves at the burning lava which flowed up to 
the windows of their cells ? or would you think 
the french canoncfs an idiot, who, at the age of 
fifty, was permitted on account of her health to 
go out of her convent, and alked, when Ihe met 
a cow for the firft time, what ftrange animal that 
was ? — or would you think that thofe poor chil- 
dren deferve to be ftigmatifed as fools, who after 
being confined for a couple of years in an englilh 

workhoufe, actually at eight years old had for- 

t 

* Vide Sir W- Hamilton's AccouBt ef an 
Eruption of Mouat Vefuvius, 
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goUtn the names of a pig and a calf* t their ig.. 
norance was furely mor^ deplorable than ridi* 
culous. When the London young lady kept a 
colleftionof chicken-bones on her plate at din- 
ner, as a bonne-bouche for her brother's horfef ^ 
Dr. Johnfon would not fuffer her to be called art 
idiot, but very judicioully defended her by rnain*^ 
taining, that her a^ion .merely demonftrated hef 
ignorant of points of natural hiftory, on which a 
London mifs had no immediate opportunity oi 
obtaining informatioh. : Had the world always 
Judged upon fuch fubje£ls with fimilar candour;, 
the reproachful cant term of cockney would never 
have been difgracefuUy naturalifed in the englifb 
language* This word, as we are informed by 
a learned phUoiogift, originated from a miftake 
of a London citizen's fon, who, having beenr 
bred up intirely in the metropolis, was fo glo- 
rioufly ignorant |^f country life and country ani-r 
^als^ tl^t the firft time he heard a coci crow, he 

^ This faft, v;eMievef is mentioned in a let-' 
feer of Mrs« Cappe's on pariih fchools. 

' t Vidft Mrs- PioEzi's EngUih Synpnyuiy. 
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called it neighing. — If fuch a miflakc had been 
fnade by an Irifhman, it would furely hav^ been 
called a bull : it lias at leaft asgdod pretenfions^ 
to the title as many mi flakes made by ignorant 
Hibernians ; for inftance, the weil- known blun^ 
der relative to the fphinx :— An uninfdrmed 
Irilhman, hearing the fpTiinx alluded to in corn* 
pany, whifpered to a friend, ^ The fphinx I 
who is that now ?" 
*' A mpnfter, man.'' 

•* Oh, a Mifisier-mzn : I thought he wa&fironi 
Connaught,'* replied the Iriftiman, determi^iedl 
not to feem totally unacquainteclwith theifamily* 
Grofs and ridiculous as this blunder appears^ we 
ere compelled by condour to allow; that the a^ 
fe£tation of (bowing "knowledge has betrayed to 
fliaiYie men far fuperiour to our Hibernian, both 
in reputation ami in the means of acqairing 
knowledge- 
Cardinal Richelieu, the Mecaenas or would 
be Mecaenas of France, once miUook the name 
of a noted grammari^an, M^turus Terenttanus^ 
for a play of Terence's. This; is called by the 
French writer who records it, .** unc bevue biea 
groffiere.'' However grofe^ :a: iniftake can never 
be made into a buIU ^We &ad bcnue^ freuQh, 
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en^iitb itMim^ geri:Aan, latin, aiid greek, of 
th^$Q^i<^^Q$y li^orians, antiquariaors, poets, crU 
^3 apd rt^pflfttora^ without eiad. The learned 
B^#|ii}Svtak^& fir Thomas> Morels Utopia for a 
^PQ bUi^, and pi^rpofes fending miflionaxrieft 
tQ work the donverfion of fo wife a people as the 
Utopians* An ^^ngliffh antiquarian* tnidakes m 
tm^h^m ^ gpthic cathedral ior the tomb of Hec- 
tor; IiOpi6,joi\r great poet andprince of tranfla-* 
tors, miftakes Decade the itby Novel the iftb, of 
Cinthio, for Dec* 8th, Nov. 5th ; and Warbur- 
ton, his learned x:ritfc,Thiproves upon the blun* 
der by afterwards writing the words December 
and Npvembei* \t' futt tength. Better flill, be"- 
caufe more comic, is. the blunder of a French- 
man, who, puzzled by the title of one of Gibber's 
plisfs, "Love's Lalt Shift," tranflktes it, ** La 
deri^i^e chfemife de Fatnour.'^ We laugh 
at thefe miftztkes and forget them; but who 
can forget the blunder of the Cork alma-r 
MCk maker, who i^fofms the work}, that the 
priftdpal republics in £aifdjW? are Venice, Hot^. 

l^y zt^ JmeHca ? ' '^ 

' ■•''".,■»■■ . . , ' ' ' ■ . . , . , 

♦ John Lydgate* 
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The bhinders of men of all countriei, e\e6^ 
Ireland, do not affix an indelible ftigma upon im 
dividual or national charaften A free par doit 
is, and ought to be, granted by every ^Engfifti* 
man to the vernacular and literary errors of 
thofe, who have the happinefs to be bom fob^ 
jefts of Great Britain. What enviable privk 
leges are annexed to the birth of an Englilh- 
jnan ! and what a misfortune it ift, to be a natiVo^ 
of Ireland. 






CHAPTER Vr. 

tITTLE DOMIKICK^ 

We have laid down the general IaW*ofbulfc 
i^tid blunders ; but as there is no rule without an 
exception, we may perhaps allow an exception 
in favour of little Dominick* 

Little Dominick was bom at Fort-Reilly, m 
Ireland, and bread no where until his tenth: 
year, when he was fent to Wales to learn man* 
ners and grammar at the fchool of Mr. Owen 
ap Davies ap Jenkins ap Jones^. This gentle- 
man had reafon \9 think himself the greateft of 



iHaq } for he had jover his chimney-i»ec« a veil- 
fincmfeedgcaelogy^ duly atteftecl, tracing hig an< 
ceflty in a dire£k line up to Noah ; and more-* 
over be was nearly related to the learned cty- 
Skidiogift, who in the time of queen Elizabeth; 
Written HGdio ta prove that the language of Adamt 
and Eve in paradife was pure Welfti.— With 
iuchcaufes to be proud, Mn Owen ap DavieiE^ 
apijenkins ap Jones was excufable for forne-* 
times ieeming to forget that a fchoolmafter is but 
a-iman. iHe however fometimes Entirely forgol 
tbat a boy is but a boy ; and this happened mo;P|: 
ird^tofctf. with re^ft to little Dominick. 

This unlucky wight was flogged every moftw 
ipg by.hismafter, not for his vices, but for hir 
-vipioi^LciiiKftrudions, ^and laughed a^ by his coftw 
panions every evemng for his idiomatic abfur* 
^jtisil.' Tliey would probably- have beeninclini- 
ed'XQ fymps^Mk in bi& misfortunes, but that h% 
yras the only iri& boy at fchool ; and as he v/z^ 
<at j» dHtiuice (firom all his relations, and without 
.*;ltiend to take his part, c&ewas a juft objeft of 
obloquy and derifion; Every fentence he fpoket 
#iui arbull ; every two words he put together 
|)roved %, lalfe poaeord j and every found ke p:t 

E 3 
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ticulated betrayed the brogciei But ais lid pd*- 
feffed fome of the charafteriftic boldnefs of thofe 
who have been dipped in the Shannon, though 
.he was only little Dominick, he fhowed himfelf 
able and willing to fight his own battles witbihe 
holl of foes by wh(»n he was encompafled; 
Some of thefe, it was faid, were of nearly twice 
bis ftature. This may be .exaggerated ; but it 
is certain that our hero fometimes ventured w;ith 
ily irifh humour to revenge himfelf upon his 
inojl powerful tyrant by mimicking die Welfh 
accent, in which Mr, Owen ap Jones feid to 
him, " Got plefs me, you plockit^ and fiialLf 
never /^^r/j you enclilh cranrnier ?** 
: It was whifpered in the car of his £Hdi^ttSy 
that our lit tie hero was a mimickr and he Wa9 
treated with inctci^d fe verity. 

The midfumnier holy days approached^ but 
he feared thai they woukl. fhine no hoiydays for 
him. He had written to his mother to tell her^ 
that fchool would break up the aift, and to beg 
Ananfwer, without fail, by return of poft : but 
jnoanfwer came. - .» 

It was no w nearly twQ months fince he had 
Jieiird fiom his dear mother or any of hiis frienda 
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i^ Iceland His .fpirits rbegan to fink under the 
prcffure of thefe accumulated misfortunes ; h& 
flept litte, ate lefs,.and played not at all ; in. 
^ed nobody: wwildi^ay ^ith him upon equal 
tcfms, bedaufe he was nobody's equal : his 
fchoolfbllows'iaontmued to. confider him as a be- 
ing, if not of a different fpecies, at leaft of a di& 
fer^nt cast Iromnhemklves* . ' 

: Mr. Owen ap, Jones's triumph over the little 
irifii^pldckit was nearly complete, for the boy'ar 
heart was almoft broken, when there came ta 
the fcfaool a new fchoIar-^O^ how unlike the 
others I— ^His name was Edwards ; he was the 
fon of a neighboui?ing welfh gentleman. When 
hefaw how poor Dominick was perfccuted, he 
took ihim: under his proteftion, fought his battles 
wkh welfliboys, and, inftead of laughing at hixn 
farfpeakitiglrilh, he endeavoured to teach him^ 
tdlfpeak £«igli(h. ^ In.his anfwers to the firft 
quefiions Edwards ever afked him, little Domi« 
^ick made two, blunders, which fet all his other 
companions in a roar ; yet Edwards would no| 
allow them to be genuine bulls. ^ 
. In anfwer to th^ queftion, *^ Who is your fju 
jfoer?" Dominick faid, with a deep figh^ ** I 
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have no father— I am an orpl^an*— I haV36 ohl^ 
a mother.'* > 

. ♦ Have you any brothers and Jifters V . 

* No ; I wilh I had ; for perhaps they wbolcl 
]ove me, and not laugh at me,' faidDonuniek 
with tears in his eyes; ^ bui Ihave^^ldrOthieri 
blit myfelf/ . 

One day Mr. Jones came into the fch^*rooili 
with an open letter in this hand, faying^ * here, 
you little irifh plockit ; here's a letter firtetti 
your mother.' . •■ 

The little irifh blockhead ftarted from, hi* 
form, and, throwing Ms grammar on the .AdOTii 
kaped up.higher than he or any boy in the fchool 
bad ever been fecn to leap before ; and, dapfing 
his hands, he exclaimed, > A letter- &mi t»y 
mother!—- And wf// I hear the letter ^-*-Aii4 
jvill I fee her once more ? — And wili I go hbra© 
thefe holydays ?-— O, then i will be too happy I* 
r * Tliere^s no tanger of that,' faid Mr, O wcijl 
ap Jones ; * for your mother, like a wUe ooman^ 

* Iliad, 6th Book, i, 43 tt Andromache fays 
to Hedor, « you wi W make your Fon an orphan^ 
*n4 your wiGp a widowi' .^ 
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lV]rlte/5 m^ Itere, that, py the advice of your car- 
dian, to oom ftie is coitig to be married, (he 
will jiot priiig y<?u b/pme to Ireland till I fend 
h^r word you are perfeft in your enclifti cr%ff^ 
ipder at leaft. ' r 

* I have my leflfon perfeft, fir,' faid Dominickn 
t^temg his gramiTgiar up from the floor : will I 
fay it now ?* /. 

* No, you plocjiit, yontoill not ; and I will 
write your mother word, you have proke Pf if- 
^nXhaacJ; four limes this tay, fmce her lettcy 
ttme V 

Little nomimck, for the firft time, was feen 
to burft inta^ Je^rs— * fTill I hear th^ letter ?— 
#7// 1 fee my mother l^r-Will I go home ?' , 

^. * You irifti plockit !' continued the relentlefssr 
grammarian ; * you irifli plockit, will you ne^ 
Tjef l^atn the tifference between shall and v)ill ?* 

. The wdfh boys all grinned^ except Edwards,^ 
who hummed loud enough to be heard^ 



." And w7/I fee him once again t i 

. *' Aod w/7/ 1 hear him fpeak,?'^ 

■•: -•- 1)-;.. . ;. ■ ■ ■" 

Many o£the.b^s were fortunately too ignotwttts 
m- fe4:tt^vfQrce of..)J;t& ^uptatioa % .but. JiAr 
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Owen ap Jontes unde^ftood it, turned upon \Am 
h(iel, and walked (^. ^ — 

SooA afterwards he furtimdrted DamtaicW td 
his awfol dedt ; - attd poiming witfi his ruler to 
the following page in Harris's Harraes, •badd' 
bim < rfeat it, and uiiderftjind it^ if hfe ^uld** 
' Little Dominick read, but could not uadw- 
ftand. 

* Thfen fed! it loud, ypu pleckit.* 
Dorfainick read aloud — . : ' 

- * There isr not king appears sb cUatfymi ^w8b 
dF the mind or intellefl only as tbe future does^ 
finee we can find no place for it's exiftence-^y 
where elfe i not but the fartiei if we confider, i§ 
^j'z/rt:/^ /r^ of the pafl— — .* 

* Well, CO oh— What Hops <he ploi^kit ^— 
Cdh^t you reat Endifti now f 

' Yes, fir ; but I was trying to Underftand if 
-—I was confidering, that this is like what they 
would call an irifti bull, if Ihadfaid it/ 

Little Dominick could not explain what he 
meant in Englifh, that Mr. 0wen dp Jbnes "i^iould 
underftand^ andytopunifh hirti feor hJS imper- 
tinent obfervation, the boy was doomed to leara 
<11 that Harris and Lowth ha^^e wfitten.toexplaiii 
thi'nature ^i^Ml^xaik vM.^-^)x^ reader^ if h^ 
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be defifous of knowing thie full extent of the pe^ 
nance enjoined, may confuit Lowth's GtammaTy 
p. 52, ed. r799> and Harris's Heroics^ pi to, 
ri, and 12^ 4th edition^ 

Undifnaayed at the leiigth of hrs taik, little 
Dominick only faid, * I hope, if I fay it ail 
without miffing a word, you will not give my 
mother a bad account of me and my grammaj: 
ftudies, fir.' i 

. * Say it ail firft, without mifljng a word, and 
tfien I fliali fee what I fhall fay/ replied Mr. 
Owen ap Jones. 

"■ Ji/ven the encouragement of this oracular aru 
fwer 'excited th^ tboy's fond hopes fo keenly^ 
that he lent his little foul to the tafl^, learned it 
perfeftly, Taid it at nigrht, without miffing one 
word, to his friend Edwards, and faid it the 
next *norfring, without miffing one word, to hit 
m&ftet*. 

■• And now, fit,' laid the boy, looking up^ 
* Will you write to my mother ? And'fhall I 
go home?*- ♦ ^^ s 

* T^M me firft, whether you underftand all 
this that you hfeive learnt fo cliply/ faid Mr, 
Ow^%«Lp Jones. ' 

That wdi^ more than his bond* OurJiero% 
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caantenance fell; and he acknowledged!, th»t 
he did not underftand it per feftly . 

* Then I cannot w rite a coot accouilt of you 
end your crammer ftudies to your mother ; my 
confcience coes againft it,' faid the confcicnti- 
ous Mr. Owen ap Jones. . 

No intreaties could move him. Dominick 
jnever faw the letter that was writtfen to his mo- 
ther ; but he felt the confequence. She wrote 
ivord this time pundlually iy return of the posU 
tiiat Ihe was forry (he could not fend ior him 
home thefe holy days, as (he had heard fo bad an 
account from Mr. Jones, &c., and as ihe thought 
it her duty not to interrupt the courfe of his 
education, efpecially his grammar ftudies. 

Little Dominick heaved many a figh when he 
faw the packings up of all his fchoolfellows, and 
dropped a few tears as he looked out of the win« 
dow, and faw them, one after another, ^^t on 
their welfh ponies, and gallop off towards their 
homes. 

^ I have no home to go to,' faid he. ; 

* Yes, you have,' cried Edwards; ancj wt 
horfes are at the door to carry us there.' 

* To Ireland? me! the horles !' faidtb#poc* 
J}oy, quite bewildcre(t 
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* No ; the horfes cannot carry you to Ireland/ 
iaid Edwards, laughing goodnaturedly, * but 
you have a home now in England. I afked my 
father to let me bring you home with me : and 
he fays * Yes/like a dear good father, and has 
fentthe horfes— Come, let's away.' 

* But will Mr. Jones let me go ?' 

* Yes ; he dare not refufe ; for my father baj 
a living in his gift, that Jones wants, and which 
he will not have, if he do not change his tunc 
to you.' 

Little Dominick could not fpeak one word^ 
his heart was fo full. — No boy could be hippiei* 
than he was, during thefe holydays : * the geniaf 
xurrent of his foul,' which had been frozen by 
unkindnefs, flowed with all it's natural freedony 
and force. 

Whatever his reafon might be, Mr. Owen ap 
Jones from this time fdrward was obferved ta 
change his- manners towards his irilh pupil. He> 
iiever more complained unjuftly of his pr^aking ^ 
Prifcian's head, feldom called him irifh plockit,r 
and once would have flogged a wellh boy for tak- 
ing up this call expreflioh of the mafter's, but? 
that the irifh blockhead begged the culprit ofil 
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Little Dominick fprang forward rapidly in 
his ftudies : he foon furpaffed every boy in the, 
fchool, his friend Edwards only excepted. In 
procefs of time his guardian removed him to a 
higher feminary of education. Edwards had a 
" tutor at home. The friends feparated. After- 
Ivard they followed different profeffions in dif- 
Ka^t parts of the world ; and they neither, faw 
nor hej^rd any more of each other for many 
^ears. 

Dominick, now no longer little Dominick^ 
Sirent over to India as private fecretary to one of 
our commanders in chief. How he has got into 
this fituation, or by what gradations he rofe in 
the world, we are not exadlly informed : we 
knbw only, that he was the reputed author of a 
much admired pamphlet on India affairs, that 
the difpatches of the general to whom he was fe- 
xretary w^^g remarkably well written, and that 
.Dominick O'Reilly, efq., returned to England, 
aft^r feveral years abfcnce, not miraculoufly 
rich, but with a fortune equal to his wifhes. Hi# 
Wifhes were not extravagant : his utmoft ambi- 
tion was to return to his native country with ^ 
forttme that would enable him to live indepen* 
ilcntly of all the lyorld, efpecially of fome of h'p 
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relations, who had not ufed him well. Mis mo- 
ther was no more. 

Upon his arrival iri London, otie of the firff 
things he-did was to read the irifh newfpapers. 
— To his inexpreffible joy, he faw theeftate of 
Fort-Reilly advertifed to be fold — the very ef- 
tate which had formerly belonged to his own fa- 
mily. Away he pofted direfilly to an attorney's 
in Cecil-ftreet, who was empowered to difpofe 
of the land* 

When this attorney produced a map of the 
Well-known demefne, and an elevation of that 
houfe, in which he had fpent the happieft hours 
of his infancy, his heart was fo^touched, that he 
was on the point of paying down more for an old 
ruin than a good new houfe would cpft. The 
attorney afled honestly by bis client, and feized 
this moment to exhibit a plan of the flablingand 
offices, which, as fometimes is the cafi^ in Ire- 
land, were in a ftyle far fuperiour to the dwelling, 
houfe. Our hero furveyed thefe with tranfport. 
He rapidly planned various improvements in 
imagination, and planted certain fpots in the 
demefne. — During this time the attorney, was 
giving direfilions to a clerk about fome other bu- 

F z 
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nefs, fuddenly the name of Owen ap Jones ftruclj 
his ear — He ftarted. 

* Let him wait in the front parlour : his mo* 
ney is not forthcoming,' faid the attorney ; • and 
if he keeps Edwards in jail till he rots .'^ 

* Edwards ! Good heavens ! — ifl jail ! — ^What 
Edwards ?' exclaimed our hero. 

It was his friend Edwards. 

The attorney told him that Mr. Edwards had 
been involved in great diflrefs by taking upon^ 
himfelf his fatj^ijr's debts^ which had been incur, 
red in exploring a mine in Wales ; that of all 
the creditors none had refufed to compound^ 
except a welfh parfon, who had been prefcnted 
to his living by old ^Edwards; that this Mr* 
Ow^n ap Jones had thrown young Mr. Edwardt 
into jail for the debt. 

* What is the rafcaPs demand ? He fhall be 
paid off this inftant,' cried Domrinick, throwing 
down the plan of Fort-Reilly ; * fend for him 
up, and let me pay him off upon the fpot/ 

< Had not we beft fmifli our bufinefs firft, 
about the O'Reilly eilate,fir,' faid the attorney: 

* No, fir ; damn the O'Reilly ellate/ cried he, 
huddling the map together on the deft, and, 
taking up the bank nptes^ which he had begua 



IRISH BULLS. 63 

to reckon for the purchafe money^ — * I beg your 
pardon, fir — ^If you knew the fafts, you would 
excufe me— Why does not this rafcal come up 
to be paid ?' 

The attorney, thunderftruck by this hibemian 
impetuofity, had not yet found time to take his 
pen out of his mouth. As he fat transfixed irt 
his arm-chair, O'JReilly ran to the head of th© 
flairs, and called out, in a flientorian voice, 
* Here, you Mr. Owen ap Jones ; come up and 
be paid off this inftant, or you Ihall never b^ 
paid at alL^ 

Up flairs hobbled the old fchoolmafier, as faft 
as the gout and welfli ale would let him—* Cat 
plefs me^ that voice/ he began. — 

^ Where's your bond, fir ?' faid the attorney. 

* Safe here, Cot be praifed,' faid tlie terrified 
Owen ap Jones, pulling out of his bofom, fu*ft a 
blue pocket-handkerchief, and then a tattered 
welfh grammar, which O'Reilly kicked to the 
farther end of the room. 

* Here is my pond,' faid he, * in the craia- 
amer,' which he gathered froni the ground ; there, 
fumbling over the leaves, he at length uofoldjjd 
the precious depofit. 
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O'Reilly faw the bond, feized it, looked at 
the fum, paid it into the attorney's hands, tore 
the Teal from the bond ; then, without looking 
at old Jones, whom he dared not truft himfelf 
to fpeak to, he clapped his hat upon his head, 
and ruflied out of the room. He was however, 
obliged to come back again, to alk where Ed- 
wards was to be found. 

* In the King's Bench prifon, fir,' faid the at- 
torney : ' but am I to underftand,' cried he, 
holding up the map of the O'Reilly eftate, * am 
I to underlUnd, that you have no further wilh 
ibr this bargain ?' 

' Yes — No — I tnean you are to underftand 
that I am off,' replied our hero, without looking* 
back—* Tm off— That's plain Englilh.' 

Arrived at the King's Bench prifon, he hur? 
Tied to the apartment, where Edwards was coa» 
fined — *The bolt flew back ; for even the turn^ 
keys feemed to catch our hero's enthufiafm. 

' Edwards, my dear boy ! how do you do f— 
Here's a bond debt, juftly due to you for my 
education — O, never mind aflcing any unnecef- 
fary queftions ; only juft make hafte out of this 
undcferved abode-^Our old rafcal is paid oflf— * 
Qwen ap Joae^; you know Well, how the 
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man flares ! — Why now will you have the aft 
furjfilce to pretend to forget who I am ? and 
muft I spake^' continued he, affuming the tone 
of his childhood — ' and muft I spake to you 
again in my old irilh brogue, before you will 
ricolUa your own little DominickP 

When his friend Edwards was out of prifem^ 
and When our hero had leifure to look into bufi^ 
nefe, he returned to the attorney, to fee thatMn 
Owen ap Jones had been legally fatisfied. 

* Sir,' faid the attorney, ' I have paid- the 
plaintiff in this fuit ; and he is fiU:isfkd ; but I 
muft fay,* added he with a contemptuous fmile, 
* that you irifh gentlemen are rather in too great 
a hurry in doing bufmefs : bufmef^, fir, is ai 
thing that muft be done flowly, to be well done/ 

' I am ready now to do bufinefe as flowly a^ 
you pleafe ; but when my friend was in prifon> 
I thought the quicker 1 did his bufmefs the bet* 
ter — Now tell me what miftake I have made^ 
and I will reftify it inftantly.' 

* Instantly ! — 'Tis well, fir, with your prompt 
titude, that you have to deal with what preju* 
_dice thinks uncommon— an honeft attorney,—* 

Here are fome bank notes of yours, fir, a- 
tnounting tp a pretty round fum—'You made ^ 
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little blunder in this bufmefs : you left me the 
penalty, inftead of the principal, of the bottid— 
juft twice as much as you (hould have done/ 

* Juft twice as much as was in the bond, but 
not twice as much as I Ihould have done, nor 
half as much as I fliould have done, in my opi- 
nion,' faid O'Reilly ; ' but whatever I did, was 
with my eyes open : I was perfuaded you were 
an honeft man ; in which you fee I was not 
miftaken ; and as a man of bufmefs, I knew 
you would pay Jones only his due. The re- 
mainder of the money I meant, and mean, 
ihould die in your hands for my friend Edwards's 
ufe, I feared he would not have taken it from 
my hands : I therefore left it in yours. To 
have taken my friend out of prifon merely to lei 
him go back again to-day, for want of money to 
keep himfelf clear with the world, would hav(i 
been a blunder indeed, but not an irifti blunder j 
our irifh blunders Are never blunders of tUif 
heart.' 
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CHAPTER VI1» 

THE BtiSS OF IGNORANCE. 

j No ivell' informed Englifhman would laugh ti 
Hhe blunders of fuqh a charafter as little Domv- 
nick ; but there are people who juftify the alTeiv 
tion, that laughter arifes from a feiife of real of 
imaginary fuperiority. Now if it be true, that 
laughter has it's fource in vanity^ as the moft ig- 
norant are generally the moft vain, they muft 
enjoy this pleafure in it*s higheft perfeftion. Un- 
confcious of their own deficiencies, and confc* 
quently iearleTs of becoming in their turn the 
objedls of ridicule, they enjoy in full fecurity the 
delight of humbling their fuperiours. How much 
are they to be admired for the courage with 
which they .apply, gn all oceafions, their tell of 
truth ! Wife men may be llruck with admirati- 
on, refpedt, doubt, or humility ; but the igno- 
rant, happily unconfcious that they know nq- 
thipg^ can be checked in their merriment by no 
confidetation, human or divine. — Theirs is the 
flj? fneer^ the dry joke, and the horfe laugh: 
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theirs the coifnprehenfive range oT ridicule, 
which takes « every creature in, of every Ifiiid/ 
No faftidious delicacy fpoils their fports of fancy ; 
though ten times told, the tale to them can never 
be tedious ; though dull * as the fat weed that 
grows on Lethe's bank/ the jeft for them has 
all the poignancy of iatire : on the very afials, 
the garbage of wit, they can feed and batten* 
For them the jokes of Joe*Miller have that in- 
finite vafiety, which cuftom cannot ftale. Hap- 
py they who can find in every jefter the #it of 
Sterne or Swifr; who elfe can wade through 
hundreds of thickly printed pages to obtsun for 
their reward, fuch witticifms as the follow* 
ing* ?— ^ 

*' Two Irillimen having travelled or\Jfoot from 
Chefter to Barnet, were confoundedly tired and 
fatigued by their journey ; ^d the mcwre fo when 
they were told, that they had Hill About ten 
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* The elded partner in the firm of tfeft book 
actually read the whole of Old Joe Miller, con- ^ 
taining all the good things in above fifty jeft 
^oks, publiftied from 1558 to 1801, to obtain 
a competent knowledge of the J^^eafur^ of eng* 
lilh wit ; he never felt fo much tired even with 
Coke upon Littleton/ 
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miles to gftrr-^ By mjr fhoul and St* Patrick/ 
erics ope of them, * it is but five miles a piecp.' 

HerQ, notwithftanding the promife of a jeft 
held forth by the words, — * By my Ihoul and St; 
Patrick,* we are ultimately cheated of our hopes,* 
To the ignorant, indeed, the word of pomife is 
kept tjg the mind as well as the ear ; but others; 
perceived, tlmt inftead of a bull, they have only 
a piece of fentimental arithmethic, founded up^ 
on the elegant theorem, that friendlhip double^ 
all oul^leafures, and divides all pur pains. ^ 

We muft not, from falfe delicacy to our coun4 
trymen,. here omit a piece of advice to englife 
retailers or inventors of irifh blunders. Let 
them beware of fuch prefatory exclamations as 
— ^ By my shoul and Su Patrick ! By Jasus f 
Arrab Honey J ^y dear Joy I &c.,' becaufe all 
fuch phrafes, befide bekig abfolutely out of dato 
and fafhion 4n Ireland^i^ raifcs too high an t%^ 
peflajion in* the minds^f his britifti audience^ 
operating as much to the difadvantage of the 
Jfory-teller as the dangerous exordium of—* FIjL 
tell you an excellent ftory ;' an esfcordium cvfif 
to beLpvoided by all upudent wits. 

Another caution (bould be given to well? 
meaning ignorance. Never produce that as ai^ 
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irifli bull, for which any perfon of common lite-^ 
rature can immediately fupply a precectent from 
our bell authors. Never be at the pains, for in- 
ftance, of telling, from Joe Miller, a good fiory 
of an irisb failor, who travelled with captain 
Cook round the world, and afterwards fwore to 
his companions, that it was as flat as a table. 
This anecdote, however excellwiti immediately 
^nds a parallel in Pope* 

** Mad Mathefis alone was iwKonfin'd^ ' 
** Too mad for mere material chains to bind ;. 
^ Now to pure fpace lifts her extatic ftare, 
** Now running round the circle finds it Iquare." 

Pope was led into the blunder of reprefenting 
mad Mathefis running round the circle axid find- 
ing it s^uare^ by a cpnfufed notion, that m^he- 
maticians had confidered the circle as compofed 
of ftraight lines. His mathematical fqends 
could have told him, that though it was talked 
of as a polygon, it was not fuppofed to be a 
fquare ; hut polygon would not hav^ rhymed to 
stare; and poets, when they launch into the oce«» 
aifi of words, muft have an eye to the helm : at 
ajl events a poet, who is not fuppofed to be a» 
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ftbdent of the exa£t fcfences, may be forgiveri 
for a mathematical blunder. . This affair of fquar- 
tng the circle feems to be peculiarly liable to er- 
rour; fo-r e^en an accurate mathematician can^ 
not fpeak of it without jcommittlngfomething like 
a bull. / 

Dr. Hutton, in his treatife oa menfuration^ 
p. 'i 19, fays,; * As the^J^wt??/^ quadra^ture of the 
iate Mr. John' IVIachipi. ptofeffor of adronomy 
in Greftiam College, is Extremely expeditious 
and iiit little knomn^ I flmll«taUe.t!)is opportuni* 
ty of explaining it.' • . ; ; .' 

It is to be prefumed that ';tfce dodlor here ufed 
the word Jamous in that acceptation, in which 
it is daily and hourly employed by. our Bond^ 
ilreet loungers, by -city apprentiices, and men of 
the ton— * That was ayj^mows good joke,*-— VH^ 
i^ z. famous whip,' — * We had ^ famous hop^ 
-&c.' Now it cannot be fuppofed, that any of 
thcfe things are in themfelves entitled to fame;- 
but they may, indeed, by the courtefy of Eng- 
land, be at once famous and but. little known. 

It is unneceffary to enter into the defence ei« 
ther of Dr. Hutton or of Pope, for they were 
j^ot bprnin Ireland, therefore they cannot malJ,e,^ 
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bulls ; and afruredly their miftakes will- not, i« 
the opinion of any perfon of common fenfe or 
candour, derogate from their reputation. ' Never 
ftrike till you are fure to wound/ is a maxim 
well known to the polite* and politick part of the 
world. * Never laugh when the laugh can be 
turned againft you/ Ibould be the maxim of 
thofe^ who find their chief pleafure in making 
others ridiculous. This principle, if applied to 
Our fubjefit, would lead, however, to a very ex- 
tenfive and troublefome fyftem of mutual for- 
bearance ; troublefome in prbportion to the good 
or ill humour of the parties concerned, exten- 
five in proportion to their knowledge and ac- 
quirements. A man of cultivated parts will 
forefee the poffibility of the tetort coufteous, 
where an ignorant man will 'enjoy the fearlefs 
blifs of ignorance. For example, an illiterate 
perfon may enjoy a heafty laugh at the com- 
mon ftory of an old irifli beggar-man, who, pre- 
tending to be dumb, was thrown off his guard 
ty the queftioii, * How many years .have jrou 
been dumb ?' and anfwered, * Five years laftSl^ 
John's Eve, pleafe you honour.' 

* Lord Ghefterj&elbi 
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But our triumph over the Iriflamait abates, 
ivhen we recoUedi in the Hiftory of England^ 
apd in Shakefpeare, the cafe of Saunder Siincox^ 
who pretended to be miraculoufly and inllan- 
taneoufly cured of blindnefs at St. Alban'$ 
flirine. 

Since we have bellowed fo much criticifm on 
the blunder of a beggar-man^a word or two mull 
be permitted on the blunder of a thief. It is 
natural for ignorant people to laugh at the Hi- 
Ijernian^ who faid, that he had ftolen a pound of 
chocolate to make tea of. But philofophers arc 
difpofed toabftain from the laugh of fuperiority, 
when they recoUeft, that the Irifhman could pro- 
bably n^ake as good tea from chocolate,;as the che- 
niift could make butter, fugar, and cream, from 
^ntimpny, fulphur, andtartar. The abfurdities 
in the ancient chemical nomenclature could not 
be furpafled by any in the hibernjan catalogue. 
If the reader fhould think this a rafli and un- 
.warrantable aflertion, we refer him to aneffay*, 

\ * Eflay on Chemical Nomenclature, by S. 
,I)ickfon, M. D. ; in which are comprifed obfer- 
vations oa the fame fubjedl, by R. Kirwan, Pres. 
R. I. A.— Vide pagers 21, w, 23, &c. 
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ki which the flagrant abufes of fpeech in the old 
language of chemiflry are admirably expofed 
and ridiculed. — CogJd an Irifhman confer a mor^ 
appropriate appellation upon a white powder, 
WizxiXhzioibeautifulblQck? ■' ' 

It is really provoking to perceive, that as our 
knowledge of fcience or literature extends, we 
are in more danger of finding, in our own and 
foreign languages, parallels and precedents for 
Irifh blunders ; fo that a very well infot^rfted 
man can fcarcely with any grace or corifcience 
fmile, where a booby fquire might enjoy a long 
and loud laugh of contempt. 

What crowds were colledled to fee the irifti* 
bottle conjurer get into a quart bottle j but Dr. 
Defaguliers had piteparcd the EngUfti to think, 
fuch a condenfation of animal particles not im- 
poflible. He fays. Vol, I, p. 5, of his Leflures 
on Natural Philofophy, ' that the nature of things 
ihould laft and their natural courfe continue the 
fame; all the changes mad^ in bodies, muft 

^ « 

•* This conjuror, whofe name was Broad- 
Ilreet, was a native of the county of Longford, in 
Ireland : he by this hit pocketed 20oh and prov- 
ed himfelf to be more knave than fool. 
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arifc only from the various reparations, new 
conjunftions, and motions, of thefe original 
particles. These must be imagitiedof an inconceha^ 
bicsmallnesSy but by the union of them there 
are made bigger lumps, &c.' 

Indeed things are now come to fuch a lament* 
able pafs, that without either literary or fcien* 
tifick acquirements, mere local knowledge, fuch 
as can be obtsuned from a finger-poft, may fome- 
times prevent us from the full enjoyment of the 
boeortian abfurdity of our neighbours. What can, 
at lirft view, appear a groffer blunder, than 
that of the irifhman, who begged a friend to 
look over his library, to find for him the hiftory 
of the world before the creation ? Yet this ana- 
chronifm of ideas is not unparallelled ; it is 
matched, though on a more contradled fcale, 
by and infcription of a britifli finger. poft — 

<* Had you feeti thefe roads before they were 

made, 
'* You'd lift up ywir «yes, and blefs marfhal 

Wade." . ^ .. 

' There is, however, a rabbi, mentioned by 
Bayle» who far exceeds both the irlOxtivd^v ^xn& 
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the finger.poft. He afferts, . that Providence 
queftioiied Adam, concerning the creation, be- 
fore he was born ; and that Adam knew more 
of the matter than the angels who had laughed 
ac him. 

Thofe who fee things in a philofophical light, 
xnuft have obferved more frequently than others, 
that there is in this world a continual recurrence 
or rotation of ideas, events; and blunders. With 
his utmoft ingenuity or his utmoft abfurdity, a 
man, in modern days, cannot contrive to pro- 
duce a fyftem for which there is no prototype 
in antiquity, or to commit a blunder, for which 
there is no precedent* For example, during the 
late rebellion in Ireland,at the military execution 
of fome wretched rebel, the cord broke, and 
the criminal, who had been only half banged, 
fell to the ground. The major, who was fuper- 
intending the execution, exclaimed, * You raf- 
cal, if you do that again, I'll kill you, asfure as 
you breathe.' 

Now this is by no means an original ideaf; 
In an old French book, called * La Charlatanerie 
lies Savans,' is the following note — * D'autres 
ont propofe et refolu en meme terns des quef. 
lions ridicules : par exemple celU-ti. Devxoit 
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en faire fouffrir une feconde fois le meme genre 
de mort a un criminel, qui aprfes avoir eu latete 
coupee viendroit a refufciter V^—Finkehh'Prd^t 
ad ObfervationesT prafit, num. rz. 
• The palBonate major, inftead of being a 
mere \x\^ blunderer^ was, without knowing 
it, a learneid cafuift ; for he was capable of de- 
riding, in one word, aqueflion, which itfeems 
bad puzzled the underftandings of the abfeft law- 
yers of France^ or Which had appalled their 
^nfcientious fenfibilityr . 

Ala^, there is nothing new under the fun ! 

** Where ignorance is blifs, 'tis folly to be wife.^ 



CHAPTER VIII. 

*' THOUGHTS THAT BREATHE, AND WORDS THAT 

BURil." 

We lamented m our lafi chapter, that there 
is nothing new under the lun, yet,, perhaps, 
'the thoughts and phrafeology of the following 
ftory may not be familiar to theEngUfh. 

" Pleafe your honour,'^ fays a man, wfeofe 
head is bound up with a garter, in tokea ^ixd. 
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commemoration of his having been at a fair the 
preceding night—" Pleafeyour honor, it's what 
I am driving fince fix o'clock and before, this 
morning, bec^afeJ'd fooner trouble you honour's 
honour than any man in all Ireland, on account 
of your char^zi^ter, and having lived under your 
family, me and mine, twinty years, aye, fay 
forty again to the backo'that, in the old gentle^ 
man's time, as I well remember before I was 
|>orn ; that fame time I heard tell of y<»ir own 
honour's riding a little horfe in green with youjr, 
^un before you, a groufmg over our town* 
lands, which was the mill and abbey of Bally na- 
^bbogg, though. 'tis now fet away from me (ow- 
ing to them that belled my father) to Ghrifty 
Salmon, hecaak he's an orange-man — or his 
wife — though he was once (let him deny it who 
can), to my certain knonuledge^ behind the hay- 
ftack in Tullygore, sv)orn in a uriited man by 

captain Alick, who was hanged Peace to 

the dead any how ! Well, not to be talking 

too much of that now, only for this Ghrifty 
Salrrion, lihould be ftill living under your ho- 
nour." 

" Very likely ; but what has all this to do 
\^y th the prefent bufinefs. If you have any conv 
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plaint 1 make againft Chrifty Salmon, tnake it 
•*— ifnot, let me goto dirtnet^," ' v ^" 

' *' Gh, it woiild be too bad to be keejJing^^ yotaf 
lionoui* frorii your dinner,- but- I'll rfiakeyoulr 
honour finfible irnmediately. - It is not of Chrif- 
ty Salmon at all at all I'm talking. May be 
your honour is not finfible yet who I am-^I ami 
Paddy M^Doole, of the Curragli, ind I've been 
a flax-drefler and dealer fmce I- parted your Hos- 
Wour's land, and was lad night at the faiV of 
Clbnaghhilty, where I went j lift in' a^ quiet way 
thinkiog^of nothing at ull, as aAy man might, and 
had my little yarn along with me, my wife's and 
the glf Ps year's fplnning, and all jull hoping ta 
fcring them back d few;4torte't. fhiilings as they 
deftii^ed-^none Ijetter !-r— Well, pleafe your ho;- 
nour, my beaft loft a flioe, whieh brought me 
late to the fair, but not fo late but what it was as 
throng as ever ; you could have walked over 
thehfcads'of the men, women and childer, 2^ 
foot and a horfebalik, all buying and felling, f^ 
I to-^3e fare thought no harhi of doing the like, 
fo I makes the beft bargain I could of the little 
hanks for my wife and the girls, and the man I 
fold them to wasjutt weighing them at the crane 
and I (landing forenent him-^fuccefs to.myfelf J 
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faid I, looking at ;he fhillings I was piuttin gin- 
to my waiflcoat pocket for my poor family, when 
up com^s the infpedtor, whom I did not know^ 
I'll take rpy oath, from Adam, nor coi^^Wn't 
know, bec^f<? he was the deputy infpeftor, 
and had been but juft made, of which I wag 
ignorant by this book and all the books that 
(Bver were fliut and opened — but no matter 
for that ; ,he fei^es my hanks out of the fcales, 
that I had juft fold,; faying tliey were unlawful 
an4 forfeit,, becaafe by hi^ wateh it was pail four 
o^clock, which I denied to be poflible, plafe 
your honour, beco^fe not one, nor two, nor three^ 
but ^l the town and cquntry were felling^jthQ 
(ame a^ myfelf in broad day> only when the de* 
putycame up they (lopped, which! coul^i not, 
by reafon J did not, know him.-*-* Sir,' fays I 
(very civil), * if I had known you it would 
have been another cafe, but any how I hppe no 
j^ntleman will Joe making it a cri|if)e to j^ poor 
man to fell' his little matter of yarn for his wife 
^nd childer after two o^clock, when he dijd not 
know it was contrairy to Ia\y at ail ^t all. . -. [ 

^ I gave yoii notice that it was contrary to 
law at the fair of Edgerftown,* faid he,— * I axe 
your pardon^ fir^ laid h /It was my brotfi^r, fpr 
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Iwatby.f*— Withthat hc^alls A^ ifaif 4 and iviiat 
not, 801(1 take? ia gHpt;* of me and I a> gripe of. 
my flax, and he had a ihilaUf znd I had none^ 
fo be gave it me over the head, I ct^ying ^mur- 
der! murder!' the while^ and .clinging to the' 
fcales to f^v^ m^f a^d theyfct a, fwiaging and 1 
with them, plafe your honour, till the bamp' 
comes down a'top p'the back o'my heed, and 
^/7/ mfe as your honour fep?,' r- 

* I fee that you are alive Hill, I think.' 
- * Ifs not his fault if I am> plafe your hoQC^fg 
for he left me for dead, and I am afi ;goo?l{a^ dead 
fl^illt if it bej)leafing:to youT hpiK)ur tof^ximine 
my head, you'll be fmfible' Tii) .tellii^g nothing 
but file trtith. Your honour never sfcn a man 
kilt as. I was and am — all which Tm ready 
(whe^ convanient) to fw^^r befpre your k9t 

BOurJ.' . , : ::: 

* A gripe of faft hold, 

f An oak (lick, fuppofed to be cut from the 
lUmous wood of Shilala. 
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X This is ncMljf verbatim from a late iriiji 
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Thi reiterated' affurances which this hero 
igives us of his being killed, and the campofiire 
with which he offers to fwear to his own aflaffi* 
nation and deceafe, appear rather fijrprying and 
ludicrous to tbofe^ Avho arfe not aware, that kiJt 
lis here ufed in af m^tiphbrital fen fe, and that it 
has not the full force of eur word; kfikd. But 
WB have beeo informed by a lady of unquellioa* 
able veracity, that flie very lately received a 
petition worded in this manner— 
^•'T6' the right honourable 4ady E — ^— V i 
^*^Humbly flieweth , 

>' That your poor petitioner is now lytkig 
.dead in a ditch, &c/^ 

i This poor iriEi petitioner's expreffion, how- 
ever prepoflerdus it founds, might perhaps be 
|uftifiedrif we were inclined to juftify an Irifh- 
man by the example, not only of poets comk 
and tragic, but of profe writers of various nati- 
ons. The evidence in favour both of the fadt 
and the belief, that people can fpeak and walk 
after they are dead, is attefted by Rout warriors 
and grave hillorians. The emperor Charles 
the fifih, we all know, affifted at his own funeral, 
faid' a- toiafs, iand fuiig a requiem over himfelf ; 
but this was only " a mockery of woe." LetiA 
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lifisn to the folemn voice of a princefs, who ' 
romes fweeping in the fceptered pall of gorgeous i 
tragedy to inform us, that half herfelf has buru ' 
cd the other half— r. 

-• W^p eyes ! melt into tears thefe cheeks to lave» 
* One half myfelf lays t'other in the grave*.* 

For fix fuch lines as thefe Comeille received 
fix thoufand livres, and the admiration of the 
French court and people during the aliguftaa 
^ge of french literature. But an Italian is not 
content with killing by hzdves. Here is a man ' 
from Italy who goes on fighting, not like Wither- 
ington, up on his Humps, but fairly after he isr 

I Nor yet perceived the vital fpirit fled, 
ItLt flill fought on nor knew that he was deadf.^ 



'> 



[^Pleurez, pleurez mesyeuxet fpndez vouJ" 
en eau." %t, 

!* La moitie de m?i vie a mis Pautnnia taaui 
beau.^' 

" II pover nomo che iton s'en era accorto, 
*^ Andava combattendo ed eri mortQ*^^' 
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Co/nmon fenfe is fomewhat fhocked, 4t d 
inRaiKC of an individual fighting after he isrd^ 
but we fliall doubtlefs, be reconciled to the id 
by the example of a gallant and modern coi 
m&nder, who has declared his opinion, that n 
jbhing is more feafiblethan for a garfifoit t<J figt 
or at lead to furrender after they are dead^ na 
after they are buried.— Witnefs this public d 
tument. '^ c 

*' tlJERTY AND XqiJWtY J 

j.ih'^L^^M G^rrifon of Oflend. 

* Mufcar, commandant of Oftend, to the<:Ofl! 
mamlant in chief of his britilli majelly. 

* General, 
• ' The council of war was fitting when In 
ceived the honour of your letters. We hav 
bnanimouffy^ relolvcd not 1 6 furrender the plac( 
until >^ ihall have been buried in it'^s ruim 
fee.*" 

- . One flep further in hyperbole is referved fo 
him. who, being buried, carries about his owl 
fe^ulchrc. - 



** To live, a life half dead, a living death, ' 
40ii buried; but oh, yet more miferable V 
Myfelf^ my fepulchre, a moving grave !" 






No perfon, if he heard this pa(tage for the 
firft time i^om the lips of an Irithman, could be- 
iitate to call it a feries of bulfs; yet thefe lines 
are part of the beautiful complaint of Saniibci 
Agoniftes on his blindnefs. Such are the hy- 
perboles fan^ioned by the genius, or, what with 
fome judges may have more influence, the name 
of Miltoru The bounds which feparate fubli- 
mity Troiti bombaft, and abfurdity from wit, are 
as fugitive as the boundaries of tafle. Only 
thoib, who are accuftomed to examine and ap* 
praife literary goods, are fenfible of the prodigi- 
ous change that can be made in their apparent 
value, by a flight change in the manufafiture. 
The abfurdity of a man's fwearihg he was killed/ 
or declaring, that he is now dead in a ditch, is 
revolting to common fenfe ; yet the living death 
of Dapperwit in the * Rape of the Lock' is not 
abfurd, but witty ; and reprefenting men as dy- 
2ngmany times before their death is in SM^f- 
peare fublime* v,-* : 
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^ Cowards'die many times before their deattii 
•* The brave can never tiafte of death but crice.'^ 

The moft dire^ contradiSlions in words do 
not fin englisb writers J deftroy the cSo& of 
irony, wit, pathos, or fublimity. ^ 

In the claffic ode to adverfity, the poet ex- 
flaims,^-^ 

«* To each their futferings, all are men 
*' Condemned alike to groan ; 

•* The feeling for atiother^s woes, 
*' Th' unfeeling (or thtir own." 

Who but a halfwitted dunce would alk, how 
thofe that are unfeeling can have fufferings ? 
When Milton in melodious verfe inquires, 

•' Who (hall tempt with wandering feet 
** The dark unbottomed infinite abyfs, 
•* And through the palpable obscure find out 
♦' His uncouth way V^ 

What Zoiliis (hall dare interrupt this flow of 
poetry, to objea to the palpable ^cure, or to 
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9jk how feet caa wander upon that which hai^ no 
bottom? . 

:Itis eafy, as TuUy has long ago obferved, to 
§X thjB i>rAnd of ridicule upon the verbum arm 
iknsaf ontors and pfoets — the * Thoughts that 
breathe smd words that bum/ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

; I ■ ■ * 

FKACTICAI. BULLS. 

As we have .not hitherto been fuccefsful in 
finding original irifli bulls in language, we muft 
now look for thern in conduct. A perfon may 
be guilty of a folecifrn, without uttering a fingle 
iyllable — '* That man has been guilty of a fole- 
cifrn with his han^," an ancient critic faid of an 
after, who had pointed his hand upwards when 
invoking the infernal gods. — * You may a£l a lie 
as well as fpeak one,' fays Wallafton*:. Upoq^ 
the fame principle, the Irifli may be faid to adt 
as well as utter bulls. We fhall give fome in- 
flances of their practical bulls, which we hope 
to find unmatched by the blunders of all other 

;* Religion of Nature delineate(ij 

' H3 
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nations, Moft people, whether they be favag^ 
or civilized, can contrive to revenge thertifelves 
lupon their enemies without blundering, but the 
Irifh are exceptions. They cannot even do this 
without a bull. During the late irifh rebellion 
there was a banker to whom they had a peculiar 
diflike, and on whom they had vowed venge* 
ahce \ accordingly they got poffeflion of as many 
of his bank notes as they ccruld, and made a 
bonfire of them ! this might have been called a 
feu de joie, perhaps, but certainly not un feu 
cVartifice ; for nothing could fhew lefs art than 
^burning a banker's notes, in order to deftroy hii 
\ credit. How much better do the Englifh un- 
derftand the art of vengeance ! Captain Drink* 
Water* informs us, that during the fiege of Gib* 
raltar the Englifh, being half famiflied, were 
mod violently enraged againft the Jews, wha 
withheld their (lores of provifion, and made 
money of the public diftrefs, a crime never com^ 
tnitted except by Jenvs ; at length the fleet reliev. 
ed the befieged, and as foon as the frefli provU 
fions were giveii out, the englifli foldiers and 
failors, to revenge themfelves upon the Jews, 



* See his account of the fieg© of. Gibraltar. 
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Imrft bpi^ their ftores, and aftuaflly roafted ^ 
^g at a fif*e made of cinnamon. There arc 
other perfons as well as the Irifli, who do^ not 
underftand their own interefls where their paf- 
fions arc concerned. The great warrior Hyder 
All, (Mice loft a battle by a practical bull. Be- 
ing encamped within fight of the Britifh, here- 
folved to give them a high idea of his forces and 
erf bis artillery ; for this purpofe, before the en- 
gaigement^5 he ordered his army to march early, 
and conveying fome large pieces of cannon to the 
top of a hill, he caufed them to be pointed at the 
cngUfli camp,. Where they carried admirably 
well, and odcafroned a kind of diforder and hafte 
in ftriking and removing tents, &c. Hyder, 
delighted at having thus infalted the Englifh, 
caaied all his artillery, even the very fmalleft 
pieces, to be drawn up the hill for the purpofe 
of making a vain parade, though the greater 
part of the ball could never reach the Englifti ; 
he imagined he fhould give the enemy a high 
idea of his forces, and intimidate them by fhow- 
ing all his artillery, and the vivacity with which 
it was worked ; and in order that hi^ intention 

* Life of Hyder Ali Khan, vol.2, p.>3i. 
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might be anfwtired, he eacoUragdd tte foldbitf 
himfelf, by giving money to the cantioae^rs of 
thofe piecea that appeared to be beft; ferved, ^s^ 
which was matter of d^rifion and lau^t€^r to the 
Englifti ; . and in reality anfwered no other pur* 
pofe than that of frightening the featthered fei« 
habitanrsr of the underwood that grew on the 
hill fide. 

The Englifli, prefently aftier this farce wia 
over, obliged Hyder to coii]edown» from la^ 
bour-in-vain bill, and to give them battle m 
earneft. As the hiftorian obfenres, ** The riU 
diculous cannonade at the top of the hiU had ex4 
baufted his ammunition, his great guns were 
ufelefsto him, and he loft the day by his pre^ 
mature rejoicings before the battle.'^ A fttll 
more ancient precedent for this pre^fterous 
pradical bull of rejoicing for an anticipated vic«* 
tory was given by Xerxes, we believe, who 
brought with him an imm^nfe block of m^rblcj 
pn which he intended to infcribe the date and 
manf>er of his victory over the Greeks. Whea 
Xerxes was defeated, the Greeks dedicated dii^ 
ftone to Nemefis, the goddefs of vengeance. But 
Xerxes was in the habit of making pradlical 
bulls, fuch as w^iipping the fea, ind beg^ng 
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ps^mf&T itdStJtmifdki ilsHmrmg fetters into 
the HeUefpont as a token of fubjugation, and 
«0;erwards< expiating hls^ offmce by BXk offering 
of a golden cup and perfiw fcymetar*. 

Ta fuch blunders can the pjJTions betray the 
HXjft renowned heroes, although they had not 
the mtefoftune to have been born in Ireland. 
, The impatience which induced Hyder Ali 
to anticipiate vidlotyv is not confined to military 
tt^n, an^ warlike operations ; if we defcend to 
ooimmon life and vulgar bufinefs, we ihall find 
Stee.fsdne di%)o&tion eveti in the precin£ts of 
Gbange-ftlley ; thole who bargained for South 
Sea ftocki that was not a£tnaily forthcoming, 
ymvi caltediwr^^ in allufion to the prafUce of 
the hunters of bears in Canada, who were ac- 
e^^onied to bargain for the &in of the bear be- 
fore it wa& caught : bi^t whence the correlative 
teri)i ^4^// is derived we are at a lofs to deter- 
li^ine^ and we muft alfo leave it to the mer- 
cantile fpeculators of England to explain, why 
gentlemen calls themfelves bulls of wheat and 
buUs of coaljs— all we can fay is, that thefe are 
not irifti bulls. There is one diftinguilhing pe. 

g^ /'r , .... ^ ... . 

^Henxiotufi* 



cuiiarity of tjic irifc buU-^t^s horns tti^ Uppd 

; It is ^et^r%lly &Mppo£Gd^ that pierfons lirho havt 
been clipped in the Shannon J are ever after^ 
wards endued with H fupema/tiiral portion of 
tirbat is called by enemies imptidence or aSu« 
ranee, by Friends (elf-poffcffion or cmletHirc^ 
Thefe invulnerable mortils are never oppreffed 
^\\.\i mawmise borite^ that malady, whid^ keepii 
the faculties of the foul undi^r imaginary impri^ 
fon ment ; as the night mare iiolds or ^ &ems' to 
hold the powerlefs Umbsof hef vi^m. A wdl 
dipped Irilhman, on the contrary, esUfi mo vei 
fpeak, think, like Heniofthenes/ wkh as tamakk 
cafe, when the eyes of numbers are upon hii«i| 
as if the fpeftators were fo many cabbage ftockEi^ 
This virtue of chil courage is of ineftinuMe i^u 
lue in the opinion of the beft- judges— -the greitj 
lord Verulam ; no one by the by could be a bet- 
ter judge of it's value than he, who wanted it fa 

• See the advice of Cleomenes to Crrus. 

Herodotus Erato* 

% It is faid, that the waters of the Garonne 
are famed for fimilar virtue 
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5»iiwi^V«'.^grs?^ tf^at if 

lie were jEifted what is the firft, fcuondi^ and third 
^^hi(% neafffary tafihpcefs iapUbliii builiif Fs^ ha 
jfaould anfwer boldn^fs, b^^dnefs* boldnefs ! Suc^ 
cef&^fth^ nation^ wh|ci)[fX)i&fies it in ptrkQion. 
BaOQil' w^s-t^p acute aiKiv Qandid a philpfopber 
not.YO;S^kn)c>w]^dg«;, that Uke all the.t)th€r goodi 
of life thia fana^ I^Qtdoiefa h^ ixW Qo^mtry^ilmQ 

4t&di^af^gefi« 

. f^ C^rlilnly*' ftys hev ^*ta.meaof great judg^ 
inci9^ )iK>Hl peribos fu*e a (p^rt to behold ^ nay, 
arol to thje vulgar^ boidaefs hath fomewhat of 
the;ri4kulous,;j|br.if abfurdity be the fubjett of 
iasghter, doubt!, you not but great boldnjcfs U 
feldom. .Viifithout lo^e abfordity ; efpecially it is 
H fpprt Co fee wh^n a bold fejilow is out of couHfc 
tenani:e; fbt.tbat puts his face into a moft ihrua-r 
loen and wooden poUure, as needs it mud " 
: The man, however, who polFeffes l^oldnefs 
in. pef fedtion, can never be put out of counte- 
nance, and, cojifeqiaently, can never exhibit, 
for the fport of his enemies, a face in tliit 
iwioodeia pofture. It is the deficiency, and not 
the ex(xh of this quality, that is to be feared. 
Civil bold«efs without railitafy courage would, 
indeed, be ibme wl^ Cjdiciflous : but we cannot 
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accufe the Irifli of any want of n^itai^ courage r 
on the contrary, it is fuppofed in England, that 
an Irifhman is always redidy iaghe satis/a ffion^ 
even where none is defired, 

At the clofe of the american war, las a noble 
lord, of high naval charader, was returning 
home to his family after various efcapes from 
danger, he was detained -a day at Holyhead by 
contrary winds. Reading in a fummer hbufi^ 
he he.ar4 the well known founjd of |>uUets wMft-i 
ling^^near him, he looked about, and foubd that 
two balls had juft pafled through the door clofe 
befide him; he looked out of the window, and 
faw two gentlemen who were juft charging their 
piftols agahi, and as he gueffed, that they had 
been fhooting at a mark upon the door, he 
ruflied out, and very civily remonftr^ted with 
them on the imprudence of firing at the' door 
of a houfe, without havipg previoufly examined 
whether any one waa within fide. One of theiu 
immediately anfwered, in a tone which pro* 
claimed at once his difpofition and his country 
— ^' Sir, I did not know you were within there^ 
and I don't know who you are now j but if iVc 
given oiFence, I am willing," faid he, holding 
eut the ready charged piftols, *' to give you 
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4be sAtisfadion of a gentleman take your 

choice." 

With his ufual prefence of mind, the noble 
lord feized hold of both the piilols, and faid to 
hiis aftoniftied countryman-!—*' Do me the juftice, 
fir, to go into that fummer houfe, Ihut the door, 
and let me have two Ihots at you, then we Ihall 
be upon, equal terms; and I fhall be quite: at 
your fervice to give of receive the satisfadion of 
a gentleman.'*^ 

There was an air of drollery and of fuperio^ 
rity in his manner, which at once ftruck and 
pleafed the Hibernian. — ^' Upon my confeience, 
fir, I believe you are a very honeft fellow," faict 
he, looking him eameftly in the face, "and. 
I've a great mind to fhakc hands with you.-^ 
Will you only juft tell me who you are ?'* 

The nobleman told his name — a name dear 
to every Briton and every Irifliman ! 

** I beg your pardon, and that's what no man 
ever accufed me of doing before,'* cried the gal- 
lant Hibernian; and had I known who you 
were, I would as foon have shot my awn soul as 
have fired at the door. — But how coul4 X teli 
who was within fide ?" 

I 
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"That is the very thing of which! com- 
plain," faid his Lordftiip. 

'^is candid oppfonent admitted t^ judice of 
the complaint as foon as he underftood it» an^ 
he promifed never -more to be qguiity 4rf fudi a 
praftical bull. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE DUBLIN siro:E6tACir. 

Upon looking over our laft chapter on prafU-^ 
cal bulls, we -were nuich concerned to fjnd, 

'that we have fo few irifli and fo vnrny foreign 
blunders. It is with ftill more r^ret we: per- 
ceive,' that notwithftanding our utmoft diligence, 
we have not yet been able to pcnnt out the dif- 
tinguiftiing charafleriftick of an irilh bull. But 

f to compenfate for this difappointment we have 
devifed a fyllogifm, which feme people • mzqr 

I prefer ta* an a i priori argument, tb prove irre- 

ifragably, that the Iriihiaare blunderers^ 

After the inftanc^s we havei produced, chap- 
ter 8th, of the verbum .ardens^ftnglifh 9Lffi 

foreign poets j and after the refemblance, that 
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we haVS ^pointed out betwixt . certain figures of 
rhetotick and the irifti bull ; we have little rear 
fonto fcar^ that the candid ^id enlightened rea- 
der Ihould objeft to our major. 

Major.T-lLhok who ufe figurative language 
are difpofed to make bulls. 
, Mhior.—^Thc Inik ufe figurative language. 

£i?W//W£77^— Therefore the Irilh are cUfpofed 
to make bulls. 

We proceed to eflablifli the truth of our minor, 
andthefirft evid^ce we Ihall call is a Dublir* 
IHoeblkck. He is not in circumftances peculii- 
arly favourable for the difplay of figurative Ian- 
guage; he is in a court of juftice, uiM)n histrial- 
forJife and death. A quarrel happened be- 
tween two (hoeblacks, who were playing jCt what 
in England is called pitch farthing, or hea^s 
and tails, and in Ireland head and harp. One 
of the combatants threw a fmall paving ftone at 
his opponent, who drew out the knife with 
which he ufed to fcrape fhoes, and plunged it 
up to the hilt in his companion's breaft. It is 
neceflary forour ftory to fay, that near the hilt 
c^ this knife was ilamped the name of Lamprey, 
eminent cutler in Dublin, The ihoeblacte 

I 2. 
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was brought to trial. T^ith a number ot figni- 
ficant geflures, which on his audience had all 
the powers that Demollhenes afcribes to aflion, 
he, in a language not purely attic, gave the 
following account of the affair to his judge. 

" Why, my lord, as I was going paft the Roy- 
al Exchange I meets Billy—* Billy,' fays I, 

* will you Iky a copper ?' — ' Done,' fays he— 

* Done,' fays I — and done and done's enough 
between two j^ntiemen. — With that I ranged 
them fair and even with my iiookcm-fnivey — 
u^) they go. — * Mufic !' fays he — * Skull !' fays I 
—and down they come three brown mazzards. 
-r-* By the holy you flefhed 'cm,' fays he — * You 
lie,' fays I. — With that he ups with a lump of a 
two year old and let's drive at me — I out's with 
n^y bread earner, and gives it him up to Lamprey 
in the bread bafket." 

To make this intelligible to the Englifh fome 
comments are neceffary. Let us follow the 
text, ftep by flep, and it will afford our readers, 
as lord Kames fays of Blair's DiflTertation on Of- 
fian, a delicious morfel of criticifm. 

jIs I was going past tb$ Rcyal Exchange I 
meets Billy. 
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In this apparently fimple exordium,, the fcene 
and the meeting with Billy are brought before 
the eye, by the judicious ufe of the prefent 
tenfe. 

Billy ^ says ly will you sky a copper? 

A copper ! genus pro fpecie ! the generic- 
name of copper for the bafe individual half- 
penny. 

Sky a copper, - 

To fky is a new verb, which none but a mafier 
hand could have coined 5 a more fplendid me* 
tonymy could not be applied upon a more trivial 
occafion ; the lofty idea of raifing a metal to the - 
Ikies, is fubftituted for the mean thought of toff- 
ing up a halfpenny. Our orator comi<refles his 
hjrperbole into a fingle word. Thu& the mind 
Is prevented from dwelling long enough upon 
the figure to perceive it's enormity. This is 
the perfection of the art. Let the genius of 
french exaggeration and of eaftern hyperbole 
hide thtfir diminiflied heads— -Virgil is fcarcely 
more fublime, 

* Ingrediturque folo et caput inter nubila condil*^" 

• Her feet on earth, her head amidftthe clouds.^ 
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Up tliey go, continues our orator; 

Music! says he — Skull! says L 

Metaphor continually ; on one fide of an 
irifli halfpenny there is a harp; this isexpreffed 
by the general term mufic, which is finally 
contrafted with the word (kull. 

Dmvn they come three brown mazards ! 

Mazards ! how the difilion of our orator is 
jCBrirched from the vocabulary of Shakfpeare ! 
the word head, inftead of being changed from a 
more general term, is here brought diftincllylo 
the eye by the term mazard, or face, which is 
more appropriate to his majefty's profile than 
the words fkull or head. 
. J^y thci holy ! you fleshed Vm, says he. 

By the holy ! is an oath in which more is- 
ijieant than meets the ear ; it is an ellipfis — an 
abridgement of an oath. The full formulo runs 
thus—By the holy poker of Hell !— This in- 
Itrument is of irifh invention or imagination. 
It feems a ufeful piece of furniture in thfe place 
for which it is intended, to (lir th^ devouring 
flames, and thus to increafe the torments of the 
damned. Great judgement is necelTary to di» 
reft an orator how to fuit his terms to his audi» 
ditors, foas not to (hock their feelings elthgic^y 
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what is too much above, or too much below 
common life. In the ufe of oaths, where the 
paffions are warm, this mud be particularly at- 
tended to, elfe they lofe their effeO:, and feem 
more the refult of the head than the heart. But 
to proceed — 

By the holy ! you fleshed V^ 

7b fle^h is another verb of Irifli coinage ; it 
means, in fhoeblack dialedl, to touch a half- 
penny, as it goes up into the air, with the flefliy 
part of the thumb, fo as to tutn it which way 
you pleafe, and thus to cheat your opponent. — 
What an intricate explination faved by one 
word? 

Toil lie^ says I^ 

Here no periphrafis would do the bufmefs. 

JVith that he ups ivith a lump of a two year oldy 
andlct^drhe at me. 

With that* — ^Thefe are not unmeaning words, 
ufedlike expfetives by fome orators, merely to 
gain lime, for though the phrafe, imib that^ va* 
ries in fignification, according to circumftances, 
either it denotes, thati one a6 ion immediately 
follows another as it's confecjuence, or elfe it 
implies, that two a6\ions happened, or two ideas' 
occur, a£tually at the fame time» 
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Iup5 Tvitb. — ^A verb is here formed of two 
prepofitkfns— a novelty in grammar. Conjunc- 
tionsv we all kno\V, are corrupted anglo-faxoa 
verbs ; but prepofitions, according to Home 
Tooke, derive only from anglo-faxon nouns. 

All this time it is poffible, that the mere eng- 
lifti reader would not be able to guefs what it is, 
that our or^or ups with or takes up. He Ihould 
be apprifed, that a lump of a two year old is a 
middle fized ftone. This is a metaphor, bor- 
rowed partly from the grazier's vocabulary, and 
partly from the arithmetician's vade-mecum, 
A ftone, to come under the denomination of a 
lump of a two year old, muft be to a lefs ftone 
as a two year old calf is to a-yearling; or it muft 
be to a larger (tone than itfelf, as a two year old 
cklf is^to an ox^ Here the fcholar kes^ that 
there muft be two ftatements, one in the rule of 
three direCfc, and one in the rule of three inverfe, 
to obtain precifely the thing required ; yet the 
untutored irifttman, without fufpefiling thm ne- 
ceffity of this operofe procefs, arrives at the (o^ 
lution of the problem by foirie fhort cut of his 
own, as he clearly evinces by'tbe propriety of 
his metaphor. To be fure there feemsfome in- 
CQngruity in his throwing this lump of a two. 



1 



IRISH BULLS. ,03. 

year old calf at ' his adverfary. No arm but that 
of.Milo could bt ft rorig enough for fuch a 
feat* Upon recolleftion, how^ev^sr^ bold this fi- 
gure may feem, there are precedents for it*s 
ufe. 

* We read in a certain ^author,' fays Beattie, 

* of a giant, who, in his wrath, tore off the top , 
of the promentory and flung it at the enemy y ^ 
and fo huge was the mafs, that you might, fays 
he, have feen goats browfing on it as it flew 
through the air.' Compared with this, our ora? 
tor's figure is cold and tame, 

* louts ivitb my bread-earner^^ continues be 
We forbear to comment on (7«r5 wi/A, becaufe 

the intelligent critic immediately perceives, that 
it has the fame fort of merit afcribed to ups v)itb. 
What our hero dignifies with the name of his 
bread- earner, is the knife with which, he earn- 
ed his bread.— Pope's ingenious critic, Mr. 
Warton, beflows jadicious praife upon the art 
with which this poet, in the Rape of the Lock, 
has ufed many ' * periphrafes and uncommon 
expreffions,' to avoid mentioning the name of 
scissars^ which would found too vulgar for epick 
dignity 5— fatal engine, forfex, meeting points, 
&c. Though the metonymy of ^r^jflf-^^rn^r for 
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fhoebln^'sT kniK may: not equal thefc in die* 
ganee^; it perhaprforpaflesithem in ingenuity. 
• Igives^ w him up to JLamprcy in tbe^ bread- 
ha'sbet^i . . 

Homer Is happy in his defcription of wounds,- 
but this furpaffes' him in the chara£lieriftic choice 
of circumftance^. — Up to Lumprey^ gives us at 
once' a complete ideaof the length, breWh, and 
thicknefs: of' the wound, without the affiftance- 
of the coroner. It reminds us. of a paffage in 
Virgil— 

•'Cervice oraiitis capuloteutts abdidit enfem.* 
* tip ro the hilt his ifaining fauehion iheathed.* 

Let nsf now- compare the iriffi fhoeblack's 
metaphorical language' with the [ohtr slang of an 
englifli blackguard, who, fortunately for the 
fairnefs of the comparifon, was placed fome- 
what in fimilar circumftances. 

Lord Mansfield, examining a man who was 
a wifnefs in the court of King's Bench, aiked 
him, what he knew of the defendant. 

* O, my lord, I knew him. 1 was up to him.^ 

\ , ',- . . . 

^'The ftomach. 
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*^Up^to iiim !' &ys iiis (tordfliip,. ^^VfAttt^jdo 

jyottmean by being .upitditikir^^ ^ • . i > 

♦^Meaii, my lord ! wby^'J-mm td&i»n ^Upm 

him? '.•■' {■■ .n^'-' •-'• : ^ '!: ..'u.'j 

*iUp to him and down uj^rhim?' ifiiys'his 
ilordfliip, turning tx>icoBiireiilor I>uh]iing^ ^iwbat 
-doesthe feliownmeao?' 1 1 i'l . ; i.. 

'^ Why, I mean, \ my lordj ^ as Atii^ a& ^ he 
'thoughthimfelf, /5/4§g;^^Ar«w:'^^^^ - ' - • J - 

'^ ' I cinnot coneeiveV ttiy friend,* fey« hi^ \&tA^ 
^hip, * "wiiat you mean bytliis fottof language, 
'I do riot underftand it.' 

*Not underftand it !' tejoincJd the -felW, 
^^th furprire, '^' Lord^'tobat d^fkit you mitit be'V 

Though he undervalued Lord Mansfield, this 
^ati dots riot fe^m ta be a very bright genius. 
^In his cant words *'^rb birh^—d^wn' t^&n bint 
' ^^^S^^ ^im,' there are no metaphors ; and \ve 
'^confefs ourfelves to be as ^t^X flats as his lord- 
^'fliip, for wedonoturiderftknd this rortoMari-? 
•guage.; 

* True no' meaning puzzles more than wit,^ 

'As we m^y fee in another englifli jCxamj^e; 
^Proverbshave been called the wifdom of nations, 
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ithetdbre* it is fide to have recourfe ta them in 
^ftimating national abilities. Now there is an 
«14 etlglifii provArb, * Tehterten fteeple is the 
eaufe of Goodwin fands.' 

VThis proverb,* fays Mr. Ray, ^ is- ufed, 
when anahftrrd and ridiculous reafon is given 
of any thing in quedion ; : an account of the ori- 
jglnai U^hf rieof;! ^x^ m^on^ of bilhop Latitner's 
fermons in thefe^iyprds-— ^Mr. Moore was once 
fem with <5oni|tnifliqn ij:>to Kent, to try out, if 
it might be, what was the caufe <rf Goodwin's- 
fands, and the ftielf which ftopped up Sandwicji 
haven* . Thither; cometh Mr. Moore, and 
calleth all the TOunjtry, before him, fugh ?^s were 
thought to be men of experi^ce, an4 men that 
Gould, of all likelihood, belt fatisfy him of the 
matter, concerning the ftoppage of Sandwich 
haven. Among the reft came in before him an 
old man with a white head, and one that \v2fi 
thought to be little lefs than an hundred years 
old. When Mr. Moore faw this aged man, he 
thought it expedient to hear him fay his mind 
in this matter, (for being fo old a man, it was 
likely that he knew the moft in that prefence or 
company,) fo Mr. Moore called this aged man 
unto hitii and faid, * father, (faid he) tell me^ 
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tf you c«in, what is the caufe of the gr^at arifing 
of the fands and (helves hereabout this haven ,^ 
which ftops it up, fo that no fhips can arrive* 
here. You are the oldeft man I can efpy in all 
the company, fo that if any man can tell any 
cauie of it, you, of all likelihood, can fay mod 
to it, or, at leaiiwife^ more than any man here 
affembled.' 

* Yea, forfooth, good Mr. Moore,' quoth 
this old man, * for I am well nigh a hundred 
years old, and no man here in this company any» 
thing near my age.' 

« Well, then,' quoth Mn Moore, Vhow fay^ 
you to this matter ? What think you to be they 
caufe of the flielves arid fands, which Hop th© 
Sandwich haven ?' 

* Forfooth, fir,' quoth he, * I am an old man„ 
I think that Tenterten fteeple is the caufe of 
Goodwin's fands. For I am an old man, fir,' 
quoth he, * I may remember the building of 
Tenterten fteeple, and I may remember when 
there was no fteeple at all there ; and before^ 
that Tenterten or Totterdcn fteeple was building,, 
there was no manner of talking of any flats or 
fands that ftopped up the h?iven 5 and tbejre&re 

K 
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I think, that Teiiterten fteeple is the caufe of 
the decay and deftroying of Sandwich haven*/ 
Thus far the biftiop. - 

The prolix pertinacity, with which this old 

aged man adheres to the opinion that he had 
formed without any intelligible reafon, is cha- 
raSeriftic of an englith peafant •, but however 
abfurd his mode of judging may be, and how* 
fcver confufed and incongruous his ideas, his 
fpecies of abfurdity furely bears no refembhince 
to an hibernian blunder- We cannot even fufc 
pedt it to be poffible, that a man of this flow cir* 
cumfpe<St character could be in any danger of 
making and irifh bull \ and we congratulate the 
«ngli(h peafantry and popjulace as; a body, upon 
their poiTeffing that temper which 

< Wifely refts content with fober fenfe, 

* Nor makes to dangerous wit a vain pretence/ 

* This ancient old man^ we fear, was more 
knave than fool. Hiftory informs us, that the 
bilhop of Rochefter had direfted the revenue, 
appropriated for keeping Goodwin* harbour in 
repair, to the purpofe of building a fteeple.— 
Fide Fuller's Worthies of Englainl, page 65. 
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Even the slang of engUIh. pJckpoeke^Mnd 
coiners ij, as we may fee in GQlqii»l? dun's Vieur 
of the Metropolis, free from.ailr^C^i^ipgMmixf 
ture of wit and humour. If thqr^ be, nev^rthe- 
lefs, frequent executions for capital crimes ia 
England, we muft accoum for tliis in thewordjs 
of the old chief juftice Fortefcue— 'VMore irtien,* 
fays his lordfliipy *are banged \n . Engknde xa 
one year than in Fratmce in feven, because the 
English ha'oe better bettrts'r \\vq. Scotch menm 
likewife never dare rob^ but .only commit larco- 
naries.* At all events thewphlegmatic temper of * 
Englonde fecures her from makang^bulls^ :The 
propenfity of this fpecies of bhmder exifts ia - 
minds of a totally different caft 7 in thofe who 
are quick and enthufiaftic, ,who are confounded 
by the rapidity and force with which undifcip- 
lined multitudes of Jdeas. crowd for. utterance. 
Perfons of fuch intelleftual charadters are apt to 
make'ellifions in fpiSaking, whidll Ih^y tru^ff the 
capatities of their audienee-y^illfujjplyr paflmg 
rapidly over A long chain of tliOughti tHey fome- 
ttities forget the intermediate Bnks,'kftd no one 
but thofe of equally rapid habits can^ follow them 
fuccefsfully, • ; T 
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We hope thkt the evidence of the Dublill 
ftoeblack has, in fome degree, tended to prove 
our minor; that the irifh are difpofed to ufe figu- 
rative language ; we fliall not however reft our 
caufe upon a fingle evidence, however refpefta- 
l)le ; but before we fummon our other witnefles, 
we beg to rdieve the reader's attention, which 
muft have been fatigued by fuch a chapter of 
ctiticifrn.— They fhall now have the plain * un* 
varniihed tale' of a mendicant. A fpecimen of 
city rhetorick .is given in the fhoeblack; the 
country mendicant's eloquence is of a totally^ 
different fpccie&« , 
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TB£ HIBERNIAlf KENDICAlfr. 

■ I 
'. ■ - J • . / 

/ 

Perhaps the reader may wifli to fee as well 
as, hear the petifioperr At firft view you might 
have taken him (of a Spaniard: he was tall; 
andif bftliad b6eaa^gentleman, you would have 
faid that there was an ^ir of dignity in his figure. 
He feemed very old, yet he appeared more worp 
by forrow than by tiise,. Leaning upon a thick 
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oak ftick as he took t)ff his hat to aft: fot almfc, 
Ills white hair ftreaniefiiihithse wind. 

' Health and tektg life'td ybu !' faid he. * Giv6 
an old man foinethmg tcr help to bury him. — 
Heispafthis labour, and cantiot trouble thj$ 
Svorld long any way/ 

He held his hat towards tisf, with nothing 
importunate in hlsr manner, but irather M/'ith a 
look of c6nfide:nce in ui,' mixed with habitual 
refignation. His thantes were^-^* Heaven bleft 
you ! Long life and fuccefs toyou ! to you and 
•yours ! and may you never want a friend as I 
do,' 

The laft words were fpoken low. He laid hiii 
hand upon his heart as lie bowed to us, and 
walked flowly away. We called him back; 
and upon our queftioning him farther, he gave 
the following account of himfelf. 

* I was bred and born — but no matter where 
fuch a one as I' was bred and born, no more 
than where I mny die, and be buried. /, that 
have neither |p|^ nor daughter, nor kin, nor 
friend on thcl^e earth to mourn over my 
grave when I am laid in it, as I fobn muft-— 
Well ! when it pleafes God to take me I ftiall 

K3 
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never be miffed out of this world, fo much as by 
a dog— and why ftiould I ? Having never ia 
my thne done good to any— but evil— which I 
iave lived to repent me of many 's the long day 
And night, and ever Ihall while I have fenfe 
and reafon left; In my youthful days, God 
was too good to me : I had friends, and a Kttle 
home of my own to go to— a pretty fpot of land 
for a farm as you could fee, with a fnug cabin^ 
and every thing complete, and all to be mine ; 
for I was the only one my father and mother 
had, and accordingly was made much of, too 
much ; for I grew headftrongupon it, and htgh^ 
jand tliought nothing of any man, and little of an/ 
woman — but one* That one I furely did think 
of i and weH worth thinking of fhe was. Beaa- 
ty, they fay, is all fancy ; but (he was a girl 
every man might fancy; Never was one mor# 
fought after* She was then juft in her prime, 
and full of life aixl fpirits ; but nothing Ught in 
her behaviour — quite mode ft— yet oWiging, She 
was too good for me to be thinking of, no doubt j 
but * faint heart never won fair lady,' as I made' 
bold to fpeak to Rofe, for that was her name, 
and after a world of pains, I began to gain upon 
J^r good liking, but coulda't get her to fay more 
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thati that flie never seen the man (he could fancy ' 
fo well.-— This was a great deal from her, for 
Ihe was coy, and proud like, as (he had a good 
right to be ; and, befides being yaung, loved 
her little innocent plealure, and could not easy 
be brought to give up her fway .— No fault of 
hersj but all very natural. — Weill I always 
confidered fhe never would have held out fo 
long, nor have been fo ftiflf with me, had not it . 
been for an old aunt Honour of hers= — God reft 
lier foul ! One Ihould not be talking ill of the 
<lead — but fhe was more out of my way than 
enough : yet the cratur had no malice in her 
'againfl me, only meaning her child's good, as 
ihe called it, but miftook it, and thought to make 
Rofe happy by fome greater match than me^ 
counting her fondnefs for me, which Ihe could 
not but fee fomething of, chikliflinefs, that (he 
would foon be broke pf. Now there was a party 
ofenglifli foldiers quartered iji our town, and 
there was a ferjeant amongilthem that had mo- 
ney, and apreHyplace, as they faid, in his own 
country. He courted "Rofe, -and the aiint fa^ 
voured him. He and I could never relHh one 
another at all. He was a handfome portly man^ 
but very proud^ and looked upon me as dirt ui^ 
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der his feet, becaufe I *was an Irifhman ; Jind ai 
every word would fay, * Thafs an iris^bul/? 
or * Do you bear Paddy^s brogue P — at which 
his fellow foldiers, being all Englifti, would look 
greatly delighted* Now all this I could have 
taken in good part from any but him, for I was 
not ah ill humoured fellow; but there was a 
fpite in him I plainly faw againft me, and I 
could not nor would not take a word from him 
againft jnc or my country, efpecially while 
Rofe was by, who did not like me the worfe for 
having a proper fpirit. She little thought what 
would come of it, — Whilll all this was going on, 
her aunt Honour found to obje£l againft me, that*" 
I was wild and given to drink, both which 
charges were falfe and malicious, and I knew 
could come from none other than the fergeant, 
icrhich etiraged me the, more againft him fof 
fpeaking so mean behind my back— -Now I 
knew, that though thi5 fergeant did not drink 
fpirits, he drank plenty of beer, Rofe took it 
however to heart, and talked very ferious upon 
it, obferving, (he couid never think to marry a 
man given to drink, and that the fergeant was 
remarkable fober and ftaid, therefore moft like, 
«LS her aunt Honour faid, to make a good hui^ 
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band. The words went ftraight to my heart, 
along with Rofe's look-T-I faid not a word, but 
went jMlMfel ving before I flept to take an oath 
againiFttippDf all fprts for Rofe's fweet fake. 
That everling I fell in with fome boys of the 
neighbours, who would have had me along with 
them, but^ ^^^^ myself ^nd them^ and all I 
would take was one parting glafs, and then made 
my vow in the prefence of the prieft forfwear- 
ing fpirits for two years. Then I went ftraight to 
her houfe to tell her what I had done, not be- 
ing fenfible that I was then a little elevated 
with the parting glafs I had taken. The firft 
thing I noticed on going into the room was the 
man I lead wilhed to^/ee there, and leaft look- 
ed for at this minu^ y^r he was in high talk with 
the aunt, and Rofe fitting on the other fide of him 
no way ftrange towards him as I fancied ; but 
that was only fancy, and effefil of the liquor I 
had drunk, which made me fee things wrong. 
I went up and put my head between them, afk- 
ing Rofe, did (he know what I had been about ? 
* Yes — too well !' and ftie, drawing back from 
my breath. — And the aunt looked at her and 
fhe at the aunt, and the fergeant flopped his. 
nofe, faying he had not been long enough ia 
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Ireland to love the ftnell of whilkey.-^I btlfehhefd, 
that was an uncivil remark in the prdS^t com. 

pany, and added, that I had ^^^^|^!ii^|||L d^op 
that niffht, but one glafs. At wlfiwjj^^neered 
and Jaid, that was a bull and a blunder, but no 
wonder as I vvaS an Irifliman. I renlied in de- 
fence of myfelf and country.-— W^fcr Sit on from 
one fmart word to another ; ana fome of his 
foldiermen being of the cJompany^ he had the 
laugh againll me fiill. I was vexed to fee I^fe 
bear fo well what I could not bear myfelf. And 
the talk grew higher and higher ; and from talk- 
ing of blunders and fuch t|!|ifle&, we got, I can- 
fi6t rtiyfelf tell jroil how^^ on to party matters, 
and politics, and religioi^^^nd I was a catholic, 
and he a proteftant ; andff 8fre he had the thing 
fiill iagainft me. The company feeing matters 
not agreeable, dropped off till none were left 
but the fergeant, and the aunt, and Rofe and my. 
felf. The aunt gave me a hint to part, but I 
would not take it; for I could not bear to go 
away worfted, and born down as it were by the 
englilh faflion, and Rofe by to judge. The aunt 
was called out by one, who wanted her to go to si 
funeral the next day : the Englifliman then let 
faU fometlung about our irifh howl, and favages^^ 
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wtiich Rofe herfelf faid was uncivil, flie being 
an iri(h woman, which he, thinking only o£ 
making game on me, forgot. — I knocked him 
down, telling him it was he that was the favage 
to affront a lady. As he got up he faid, that 
he'd have the law of me if any law was to be had 
in Ireland. 

* The Uw !' faid I, * and you a foldier !' 

* Do you mean to call me coward ?' faid he* 

* TKis is what an engliQi foldier muft not bear/ 
With that he fnatches at his arms that were be^ 
fvie him) afking me again, did I mean to call an 
£nglifhman coward ? 

* Tell me firft,* faid I j * Did you mean to 
call us irifli favages V 

* That's no anfwer to my queftion,' fays he, 

* or only an irifti anfwer.' 

* It is not the worfe for that, may be,* fays I, 
very coolly, defpifing the man now, and juft 
took up a knife, that was on the table, to cut 
off a button that was hanging at my knee. As 
I was opening the knife he alked me, wa« I go- 
ing to flab at him with my irifli. knife^ and di- 
retlly draws his fword upon me; on which I 
feizes a muflcet and bayonet one of his men had 
kft, telling him I knew the ufe of it as well as he 
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or any Engliftiman, and better, for that I fliouH 
never have gone, as he did, tp charge it againil 
-an unarmed man. 

* You had your knife,* faidhe, drawing bajck. 

* If I had it was not thiricing of you,' faid I, 
throwing the knife away. * See ! I'm armed 
like your felf now ; fight me like a man and a 
Xoldier, if you dare,' fays ^ 

* Fight me, if you dare,' fays he. 

Rofe calls to ine to ftop ; but we were both 
out of ourfelves at the minute — we thruftateach 
other — he miffed me — I hit him. Rofe ran in 
between us to get the mufket from my hand : it 
was loaded, and went off in the ftruggle, and 
the ball lodged in her body — flie fell ! and what 
happened next I cannot tell, for the fight left my 
eyes, and all fenfe forfook me. When I came 
to myfelf the houfe was full of people, going to 
and fro, fome whifpering, fome crying, and 
till the words reached my ears — * Is fhe quite 
dead V — I could not underftand where I was, or 
what had happened. — I wiftied to forget again 
but could not. The whole truth came upon 
me, and yet I could not fhed a tear! but juft 
pufhed my way through the crowd into the in* 
jier room, and up to the fide of the. bed. There 
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file. lay firetched, almoft a cprpfe-^uUe dill I 
—her fweet eyes clofed, and no colour in her 
cheeks, that had the night before been fo rofy ! 
-^I took hold of one of her hands, that hung 
down, and (he then opens her eyes, and knew 
me directly, and fmiles upon me, and fays— <- 
*' It was no fault of yours : take notice all of 
you, it was no fault of his if I die ; but tbat I 
won't do for his fake, if I can help it !"— that 
;i;^as the word (he fpoke. I thinking, from hei 
jlpeaking fo ftrong, that Ihe was not badly hurt;- 
knelt down to whifper her, that if my breath did 
fmell of fpirits the laft night, it was the parting 
glafs I had tafted before making the vow I don^ 
againfl drink for her fake ; and that there wag* 
nothing I would not dp for her> if it would pleafe 
God to fpare her to me* She juft preffed my^ 
handy'to fhoy me fhe was fenfible. The prieflf 
came i^f and they forced our hands afunder^. 
and carried me away out of the room. — Prefent- 
ly there was a great cry, and I knew all was, 
over.' 

Here the old man's voice failed* and he turn^ 
ed his face from us* When he had fomewhat; 
r^Qovered himf<^lf, to change tbQ pQurf9 gi his 
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thoiigKts, we afked, whether he were pticfecfrt* 
cd for hfs aflirft on the englifti fer^geunf, and 
what became ef him ? 

< Oh ! to do him juftice, as one flwiild do to 
every one,* faid the old man, ^ he behaved 
very handfome to me when I was brought to 
trial ; and told the whole truth, only Uamed. 
himfelf more than I would have done, and faid 
it was all his fault for laughing at me and my 
nation more than a man could bear, iituated as 
I was. They acquitted me through his means. 
We Ihook hands, and he hoped all would be 
right with me, he faid ; but nothing ever went 
right with me after; I took little note ever after 
0f worldly matters: all belonging t& me went 
to rack and ruin. The hand of God waft updA 
me— J could not help myfelf, nor fettle mind or 
body to any thing. I heard them^fay fometitnes 
I was a little toudied in my head : however that 
might be I cannot fay. But at laft I found it 
was as good for me !» give all that was left to 
my friends, who were better able to manage^ 
and more eager for it than I ; and fancying a 
roving life would agree with me beft, I quit ^he 
place, taking nothing with me, but refoh'ed to 
walk the world, and juft truft to the charity .of 
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good chrii^ans^ ordi^ as it Ihould plj^afe God* 
How I have lived fo long> he only kno ws^ and 
his will be done : but I fhould not be forry to 
be releafed, if that m^ht be ■ ' ' ■* 






CHAPTER XII. 

IRISH WIT AND ELOqUENGE. ^ 

Let us now proceed with ourbufinefs* Th^ 
iriih natum, from the higheil ta the lowcft) in 
daily converfation about the ordinary affairs of 
life, employ a fuperflnity of wit^ metaphor^ 
and iageouity, which would be aftonifhing and 
unintelligible to a majority of the refpeftable 
body of cnglifh yeomen. Even the cutters of 
turf and drawers of whifkey are orators; even 
the cowers^ and gossoons-^ fpeak in trope and 
J&gure« Afk an irifh gaflbon lo go early la 
the mormng on an errand, and to exprefs his 
intention of complying with your wilhes ; in- 
ilead 9f faying as m EngUfibman in his civU 

zi r *GQttagw«b . t Garfoonsi boys; 

if ' f . ■ ' . . . v, 2l % 

I 
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humour might — * Yes, mafler, I'll be up hf 
}\mcSy he anfwers poetically, 

'* I'll be off at the flight of night> 

If an irifli cottager would cxprefs to you* 
that he has, or what is much more probable, 
that he wi{hes to have a long leafe of his land^ 
he would fay — * I fcould be proud to live uport 
your honour's land, as long as grafs grows or 
water runs.* 

An englifh poet has nearly the firaeidea^ 

^ As long as dreams in filver mazes run, 

^* Or fpringwith annual green renews the grove.* 

It is furprifing, that without the advantages 
of a claflical education, the lower Irifh fliould 
fometimes make fimilies which bear a near re- 
femblance to thofe of the admirefl poets of anti-i 
quity. A loyalift, during the Me rebellion, in 
defcribingto us the numbers of the rebels, which 
had gathered on one fpot and were (Jifperfed by 
the king's army, again rallied, and were again 
difperfed, faid- — — ♦ Ay^ they were like fwarms 
of flies on a fumnK^r's- 4}y, which you bruih 
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away" wkh your I^aod/ and ftill they will be re* 
turning.' 

This is not unlike the manner of Offian ; but 
as the pret^niions of his poems to antiquity are 
difputable, let us compare the fimilie with one 
of Homer's; if it bear this comparifon, it*s ex* 
ceUence cannot be doubted. The fimilie tran& 
laiteJd literary by Pope from Homer runs thus :-^ 

" As the numerous troops of flies about 
" A fhepherd^s cottage in the fpring, 
" When the milk moiftens the pails, 
** Such numbers of Greeks flood in 
** The fields againft the Trojans.** 

As lord Kames obferves, it is certainly falfe 
tafte to condemn fuch comparifons, for the low- 
mefs of the images introduced. In faft^ great 
obje^s cannot be degraded by comparifon with 
fmall ones in thefe fimilies, becaufe the only 
point of refemblan ce is number ; the mind in- 
ftantly perceives this, and therefore requires 
no other fpecies of fimilitude. Heroes and ar- 
mies are like the infers of a fummer's evening 
-only as to their numbers : fatisfied with the per- 
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ception of this refeittbla/nce, \ht imaginMidh 
paffes over the diflimilarity in all other r^fpefitsi 
Some faftidious critic might cAijea to tlie mode 
of expreff^on in this fentcfnec-^* Brufh them 
away with your hand, and dill thefwillbe return- 
ing.* But this phrafeology is pure and gram- 
inatidal englifli, though iiolw dbfolete »: will dg 
returning is accurately the tenfe that ibemid be 
employed, and the expreffion is poetical, as it 
brings the afilion to our view. r 

When we attempt to judge of the genius of 
the lovyer claffes of the people, whether in Ire- 
land or England, we muft take care, that we 
are not under the influence of atiy prejudice of 
an ariftocratic or literary nature. But this is 
no eafy effort of liberality. 

* Agh! Dublin, fweet J^fus be wid? you P 
exclaimed a poor Irifhman, as hcftpod on the 
deck of a veffel, which was carrying him out of 
the bay of Dublin. The pathos of this poor, 
fellow, will not probably affeCl d^lica^e fenfibi- 
lity, becaufe he fays wd inftead of 'witb^ and 
J^fus inftead of Jefus. — Adam Smith is certain- 
ly right in his theory, that the fufFerings of thofe 
in exalted ftations have generally moll power to 
pommand our fympathy; The very fame fen- 
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tltnent^J exprdfed fo awkwardly by the poor 
ifnflmmn:, appears, to evfery reader of !tafte> ex^ 
qaifiteljr pathetic from the lips of Mary tqueeft 

af.Scot8» . : . i3 ■ ■ .:,.,..; .;.. ;; I *■ 

* After biddhig adieu to her mourning attend^ 
aflots^ \ with & fad heiart and eyes bathed iti tears, 
Mary left that ktagdem, the fliort but only 
^feene of; her life in which .fwrtune fmiled upoa 
lien While the french coaft appeared m fight 
Ae intently gazed upon it^ and mufitig, in a 
ihoughtful pofture, on that height of fortune 
jvhjsnce fh^ehad f^Ueifi^.and.prefaging, perhaps, 
the difafters and calamities which embittered 
the remainder of her days, ihe fighed often and 
cried out-r:* Ff^i^well France,! .farewell beloved 
country, vW.hiqh J J[ IbaiU. new remote behold* T ^ 

We feel fiow much elegance may increafe 
the force of the pathetic upon cultivated minds ; 
and it is obvious, that this fpecies of merit can- 
not ^b^:;jf<5ribedto our Illiterate hibernian ora^* 
tors; btttthe following remark of Longii)u» 
fecmss, to militate againll the- notion, that ele- 
gance is not effential to.tiheeffeft of eloquence. 

* Vulgar terms/, fays Longinus, * are fome- 
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tim^s niticli more fignificant than IJie tnoft oK 
lumdotal could pofEUf be. They are eaSif 
4ittdedlood, beca^fe hmrowed from ' cdmidoii 
life ; and what is moil familiar to us fooneft em 
gageisf our beiicfr* - 

Shakfpeare, -though he might not have learnt 
ed it from Lon^nus, feems to be perfeftly of 
tiiit opinion. When doubtlefs he had choice of 
fine founding language, ' he makes Hamlet, id 
the< height of indignation againft his mother for 
tier marriage, ufe in expreifion, which would 
certainly have offended Voltaire by it's vul- 
garity. 

i* A little month, or ere those sboei were old^ 
* With which ftie followed my poor father'^ 
body.^ 

Thelrifli exprefs indignation againft a wi* 
dow, who marries again before * wretched Wii 
dows' oiight, by a faying whicb fufpafs evert 
Shakfpeare 'S in vulgarity and ftreaigth of idea 
r-but how to bring it before the reader with 
due decorum is the queftion. The delicacy of 
circumlocution would not only weaken, but ut- 
terly annihilgje it^s forcft; attd yet it is too vul- 
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giar to be fpoken in unqualified ter IM to * cars 
polite/ Perhaps we can fuggeft the idea, and 
obtain truth by means t>f the rule of falfe. Let 
us fuppofe that we were fpeaking of one of thofe 
Indian's called Yogi, of whom the fanfcrit writer 
draws his pifture. 

* A little biyond that ^rove, where you fed 
a pious Yogi^ motionlefs as a pollard, holding 
his thick bufliy hair and fixing his eyes on the 
ibiarorb — mark, his body is half covered with a 
Mrhite ant's edifice madebf raifed clay, and fur^ 
mounding birds ^efts almoft conceal his ihoul. 
ders.' ^ : . . . , . \ 

' Now fuppofe this Yogi hadi amongft his other 
torments, a wife— a Yogi may have a wife by 
fuppofition — fuppt>fe that this Yogi dies, and 
that this indian widow does not burn herfelf ac- 
cording to the fafliion of her country, but ac- 
cording to the'faftiion of ours marries forthwith ; 
now an Irifhman, in tbe^fpirit of the piroverb^ 
which we cahnot utter, would exprefs the 
promptnefe with which the widow's marriage 
followed the Yogi's death, by fays — "^ 'Ayy flie 
-was married again before the birds eggs in her 
firft hulband's hair were cold,' 
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Thofe who are fk\Upd m tbe.ai^ of <^urgatU 
6n, will comprehend the fiiU force of this far* 
eaflic apophthegm^ and will be ready to acknow- 
ledge, that it could have been invented by none 
but an adept in the fcience. When a fober 
Englifliman is worked up to anger, he never 
fiiffers it to cvaporate^in idle figures of fpeech j 
Jt is always concentrated in a few words, which 
1^ repeats with obftinate firmnefs, in reply to 
every argument, perfuafive or inveS.ive, tltat 
can be employed to irritate or alTuage his wrath* 

We recoUedl having once been pre&at at a 
fcene between an englifti gentleman and a 
churchwarden, whbiefeeUfigs, both aa a ofeu^h- 
warden and a man^ were grievoufly hurt, by 
the difturbance that had been given to certaia 
bones in levelling a wall, which feparatedjhe 
churchyard from the pleajfure ground of the lord 
of the manor. The bones belong^, aa the 
churchwarden believed or atVerred, to his great 
great grandmother, though how they w:ere iden- 
tified it might be difficult to explain to aa indif- 
ferent judge ; yet we are to fuppofe, that th^ 
confirmation of the fufpicion was fbrong and fa- 
tisfafitory to the ^arty coijcernecL Thej.jMous 
great great grandfQu's feelings were all in arma 
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tiptm thfe occlfion, but indignation did not irtfpire 
him with a Tingle poetic idea or cxpreffion. lii . 
!to eloquence, indeed, there was the principal 
tequifite afilion: in reply to all that couM bi 
faid, he repeatedly ftruck his long oak flick pefi 
pendiculaxly upon the floor, and reiterated thefe 
words— 

« It's death, fir! death bythelaw!— ItVfa- 
crile^e, Hr ! facrilege by aft of parliament !— 
It*s death ^Br ! death by the law ! and the law 
i3l liave of him, for it's lawful to have the law/ 

This was the whole range of his ideas, evc» 
when the paffions had tumbled them all out of 
their dormitories*. With half this provocation, 
an Iriihman would have been foufed to ten times 
the eloqnexTce of wVath. 

A gentleman who lately canvaffed a county in 
Ireland, relates the following anecdote — 

* As I was riding through the county to can- 

viTs it, -I'heard a voice calling after me—* Stop l\ 
Il6p'! firl ywi4ta{vejuft paffed one, fir J* ' 

* Ow, what ?' 

/One who has a vote, a freeholder, fare 1 
y4>u maft turn back a bit and Til &ow him you 
>«— ius nasne's O'Neill.' 

• - ■ ^ ■ ^ ■ . _ ; • ■ 

* Vide Hclvetius. 
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* My conduftor pointed to the man who ha4 
|li*vote ; I rode towards hiia^ be was planting 
willows in ailittle garden by the road fide ; hi^^ 
back was towards me, and he did not turn hi$ 
head, bat went on with his work till I called 
upon him by his name, which I had juft learur 

. ^Mr.O'Ifemr 

. :* He- turned, and I faw the pale countenance 
t)f a middle aged upright figure drefied in blacl^ 
He ftuck the willow, whidi he had in his han^ 
into the ground, and came towards me with a 
dieliberate pace. Upon a nearer view 1 faw, thi^t 
his clothes were old and flbabby. 

* You have a vote, I am toljd, Mr, O'Neill P"^ 

* Sir,' faid he, gravely, / 1 have ^ vpte, and I 
have not a vote.' 

* How can that be V 

* I will tell you, fir,' faid he, leaning, or ra- 
ther .lying down flowly upon the back of the 

ditdh fteing me, fo that I could only f^eWl 
bead and arms, 

* Sir,' faid he, * out of this little garden, with 
my five acres of land and my own labour, I once 
had a freehold — but I have been robbed of my 
freehold, and who do you think has robbed mei 
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why, that man P pcriiitinjg ta his lindlord's 
ileward, Who flood bcfide me*—* With my 
own hands I fowed my own ground* with oats, 
and a fine crop I expefted! — --but I never 
iFcaped that cropj— not a bufhd, no, v^ haljf 
ft bulhel did I ever fee j for into my little 
place comes this nnui, with I don't know how 
many more, their horUbs and their cars, and 
to work they fell, and they ran a road.ftr^ighe 
trough the beft part of mf land, teaming all to 
lieaps of rubbifli, apd a bad road it was^ and at 
had time of year to make it I*— But where wa^ 
/ when he did this ? not where I am now/ faid 
the orator; raifing himfelf up and ftandlng firm^ 
* not as you feeme now,. but l)ring ori toy bacte 
in my bed iii a fever.* ^Wheii 1 got up^ I wai 
not able to make my rent but of my land Bci^ 
^des myfelf I hail my five children to fupportt 
I fold my clothes, and have never been able to 
buy any fince, but fuch as a recruit Could fell 
who was in hafte to get int0 regimentals-^fuct 
clothes as thefe/ faidi^ he, looking down at iris 
Jblack rags. • Soon I bad 'nothing to eat-^but; 
that^s hot all.— I am> a weaver, fir ; for my rent 
th€^ ifilzed my tWo looms y^Jiw I ba4 OiQlihing 
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to do. But all this I dd not dt)iiiphin»*^^Tbar9 

wa» an ^lel^ton fome time ago ia this counQr» 

md a man rode up to me in this garden ais yon 

do now, aUdaiked me for my vote^ bit I rd&tl^ 

ed htad, for I was iieady to my landlord. The 

gentleman obienred I was a poor man^ abdafked 

if I wanted for ndthiitg ? but all did not fignifyi 

lb he rode on gently, and at the comer of the 

road, withhi view of my ganden^ I faw him 

drop a parfe, atid I knew by his Idoking at n^e^ 

it was cm purpofe for me t6 pick i£ Up. After a 

while he came back, thinking, to be fure, I had 

taken up the purfe and had changed my mind^ 

but he found his purfe whierehe left it* My 

landlord knew all tMi, .aadr he [HHlimifed to fee 

Juftioe done me, but he forgot* ; Then, a%^ for 

liie caodidate^a lady, before tjie eledlion nothing 

iiras too £nr-<fpeaking bit me^ibitf afci&rward, in 

my diftrefs, when I applied to her to get me a 

Ibom, which fhe couki have had fromtbe Linen 

jBoopd-by Qoly a&ing for iti) hit anCWf^r./to me 

»is^* I don't knowftt^l JiMU^M^t mm% ^ yota 

^gainin thecoimiyiVbi : I - o : ^ . . ; .^ ^ 

* Now> fir/ tonttnu^dfibr^: ? when juftic© ip 

done to me ^asdnti^foonel'^ vJ:i})idl^^^ 

affia my landlord or hii friend.— I know wbp 
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jWPtt^re^ fer, very w^Ur-^you beara.goo4 cfc^rac* 
ter — facg^fs tp ywi ! but Ihav^ no vo|;eto giv^ 
ito you or any man.' \ ' ^ 

*A$hefpoke, Mr. P*Neil^ had, bycjegree^f 
jbecame lat^ore ^nhnated, tjiU hi§i indig^ion iiif. 
fpiringhim with newlife^^: bis af^iqa^w^^ iuUed 
'to his words.' r 

\ Mr. O^Neill,* feid I, Mf I were to <^t^mpt 
to make you any amende for what you hav-9 fuf- 
fered, I ihould do you an injury ; k would be 
Jaid that I bribed yoi^; but I wiU repeat ypur 
fjt^y where it will meet with at»tention.'. I^ 
the fame time add^. that I cpuld not, tell it Ip 
.w^l as he had done* I 

* .No, Cr,* was his ai^ifwer, * for you cannot 
fe^ I it as I do.' 

Thif is almoft, in termf , the ; cpnclufi^nj .^f 

Popp'fi epiftle from Eloiia to Abelard. ; ,. .^ , 

' ' ' '. , ■ 

** He beft can paint them who (hall S^l thei^ 
moft." ,: r 

■ ' ■ • • Ji*: i.ra 

Qur next orjitor is in a^ different ftyl^, .J^ 

illi^n.tall wpman^ wrapped in j* long;jcJ5oak^^;;he 

.fcojpsl. (?f W^igb^iWi^^ dr^Wi*>ovpr h^^i? head^.4l}d 
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fliaded her pale fiice, came to i gehtlemaft to 

complain of the cruelty of her landlord. / 

* He is the moft hard hearted man alive, fo 

he is, fir/ faid flie, * he has jtift feized all I 

fiiive,' which, God knows, is little enoHgh I and 

has driven my cow to 'pound, the otily cowl 

have, and only dependance I have for a drop of 

inilk to drink ; and the cow itfelf too ftanding 

there flarving in the pound, for not a wifpof 

liay would he give to cow. or chriftian to fave 

their lives, if it was ever fo ! And the rent for 

which he is driving me, pleafe your honour, 

has hoi been due but one week; and it is not 

for myfelf only I grieve or fpeak 5 let alone my- 

felf, there's five craturs, that he has therein 

the fame way, and under the fame dread and 

^ifti^efs ; he is landlord and mafter over fix of 

us, and.a hard 'mailer he is: but thefe mi/W/f 

men are all fo, one and all. Oh ! if it had but 

^been my lot tdbe tenant to a gentleman born^ 

like your honour, who is the poor man's friend, 

and the orphan, and the widow's— the friend of 

them that have none other. Ldng life to you! 

artdlong may you live to reign over us ! — ^Would 

you but l^ak three words to my landlord, to 

]et my cow out of pound and give me a for^ 
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ntght'-S Um^i thf^t I might f^ Itndrfsitfen her to 
fell agaiM^ the fair, I C0u}4 P^y ^^ ^heti aU 
^neiliy, and not be racked' entirely^ Mid he 
wpuld be aihamed to refufe your honour, and 
i^fraid to difoblige the like of you, 'or get your 
yil wiU. May the bte0ing of Heaven be upon 
yfija^ ilyou'lljuft fend and fpcak to him three 
fw6rds for the jaeor wrnnaii sdDld widow ^ that has 
j^ne other to fjieakfor herin the wide world.' 
- Moved by this lamentable ftory, the effedl of 
which the woman's whole appearance corrobo* 
fated and heightened, the gentleman fentim- 
mecUately for her hard barted landlord. The 
lacndlord Xoon appeared $ not^ a gentleman, not 
a rich man, as the term landlord might denote, 
kewasa flout, fquare, ftubbed, thick limbed, 
gray eyed maii, who feemed to come fmoaking 
hot from hard la^un The gentleman repeated 
thip charge made againflhimby t&e widow, and 
mildly remonftrated on his cruelty: the man 
heard all that was faid with a £rm but not un« 
moved countenance. 

. * And now have you done ?' faid he, turning 
to the woman, who had recommenced her la^ 
mentations. ^ Look at her (landing there, iir# 

M3 
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It's eify fdi^5ief lapUt on het l6ng cloafe, and tb 
tell ^her lonigi ftoiy, ami to make her poor mouth 
to your hT)hour ;; but if you are willing to. hear^ 
Til tell you.what (he is, and what I am. She 
is one that has but herfelf in this world to pro- 
vide for ; fheis one that is able to afford herfelf 
a glafs of whKkey when (he pleitfes, and ihe 
pleafes it often *, &e - is one that never denies 
herfelf the bit of staggering boii^ wheii in fea^ 
jfon J fbe isx)oe that has a fnug houfe well thatch- 
ed to live in all the year round, and nothing to 
do or nothingjfihat fiie does, and this is the way 
i)f her life, laad this is ' what fhe is.— And what 
am I ? 1 am^ tlje father of eight children, and I 
have a wife and niyfelf to provide for, I am a 
man that is at hard libour of one kind or ano- 
thdr from funrife to funfet. The ftraw that 
thatched the houfe Ihe lives in, I brought two 
jniles onmypfeack ; the walls of the houfe Ihc 
lives in I built with my own hands ; I did the 
fame by five other iioufes, and they are all found 
and dry, and good to live infummer Or winter* 
I fet thf m for rent to put bread into my chil- 
dren's mouth, and after all I cannot get it ! And 

.... ^ ' 

^ Slink calf. 



to fupport.my^j^t chiia^^^ 8iild my wife, 
and myfelf, what have • I in this world j' - cried 
lie, ftridiiflig fuddenly with ooloffal firrriiieft up^. 
on his fturdy legs, and raHirig to Heaven arms 
which looked like forefhortenings of the limbs 
bf Herculci^^^^j What haVe / in this wide world 
but thefe four bon^s?' 

•: Demofthen&s could not have ufed more ftrik- 
ing aftionv The Ififli ate a nation of orators. ^ 
. Candour obliges us here to acknowledge a 
Tafifc, that mflitafe&agai<fift this opinion, thelrifli 
are excellent arithmeticians 5 now arithmetic 
& nqt' allied to oratory a^d poetry. -y ■ 

: A gentleman who was riding near a village 
in Ireland overtook a Bttle ragged gossoon^ who 
was running with gt-eat eagernefs along the 
road,—* Where are you going my little fellow ?' 

* Plafe your honour, to an uncle of my owns 
that Kvfc«rfive miles off, for the Scholar's Vadc 
Mecum^*: ' 

* What ! are you a fcholar ?' 

* Yes,' plafe your honour, * a piece of a 
one.' 

* What do. you know of arithmetic V 

* Plafe your honour, I'm as far as tare and 
trett.' ..: ^^ 



^ Ctiif yofti wfwer this qufftion,' f^ tKl 
g^nUemaiir giyiog what hiQ thought an eafy fum 
in the 4oub^ ru^e of thTjce^i In a few minute| 
the boy, who had kept on running, pandngi 
and calculating in his bead, came up clofe te 
jtbe gentlenian'3 hoffe, and oried-?-^ Here,? 
plafe your honour, • I haVe the 4nfw*r for you/ 
rPhe anfwer wm perfe&ly right> and hd ex^ain- 
ed.the man&er in Mfhich h^ htd nvorked ibe qnes^ 
tion; fo that this could not have been merely a 
happy hit. Bacon f&ys, that the k^ical pait oi 
fpHpie . m^n's und^i^ftandinga ' are good, but (he 
mathematical part errweous ; we muft fuppoft 
ithe revcirfe to be the cafe with the Iflfh. But 
^o return from this candid digr^0n; let ui 
proceed with our prooBs, that Hibernians p<^es 
that fpgciea of quiebnesa of iiHeUe&i which ne« 
cefliarily leads to blunder. 
.^t^An irilh boy, who perhaps: knew ;nothitag of 
arkhmetic, and poffeiTed only untaught iogenut- 
ty, faw a train of hijs comtpamonsleiiding their 
cars loaded with kifhes^ of turf coming towards 
his father's cabin ; his father had no turf, and 
the queilion was how fome Ihould be obtained* 

'■;: ■ - • . :^ .. . .■..:...-''• .■■ ' 

*Baiket& ^: 



Tt) beg-Re ivts aftiamed V to dig he wis mmW* 
ling — but his head went to work direftly : he 
took lip a turf which had fallen from one of the 
cars the preceding day, and he llu^k it on the 
top of a pole near the cabin. When the car$ 
were palling, he appeared throwing turf at* the 
%afk»— * Boys*!' cried he,- 'which of ye will 
hit ?' Each leader of the car, as he paffed, 
could not forbear to fling a turf at the mark; the 
turf fell at the foot of the pole, and when all 
the train of cars had paffed, there was a heap 
IcfftYufficient to reward the ingenuity of but little 
"iSpartan. • '■- ' ■-', )-^--' ; / 

Jrifli acut^enefe ' is *fometimcs (hown in the 

larts of dec^ption^arld chicanery j the lower clafs 

'of people are almoft all, partly from neceflity 

-df defence, partly from habitual inclination, 

fond of the law, and Ikill^ in it. Like Lewife 

4rh^ twelfth of France, they can twilV and bend 

the laws as eafily as {hoemakers ciin drefs ^nd 

hammer leather to fit any purpofe. This is'not 

peculiar either to the French or Irifti, as Who- 

overlooks into a late englilh publication, called, 

< The Praftice and prd^refs of am^det-n Attor- 

Beyv' will find abundant in(la!nces,r<liyided iii»- 

der the heads of *keen pradice/ — 'quirking. 
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praflbice^' and ' common pra^c^t* of even mort 
than hih^man acptenefs. 
i Next tD our little boy we have to produce an 
old woman. When general V ■ was quar^ 
tered in a &o^tl to.wn in Ireland, he and ht« lady 
9rzs regularly befif ged, , whenever they got into 
Uieir carriage, by an 'old beggarwoman, who 
Jtept her poll at th^ door, affailing them daily 
:with-ffefh importunities andfrefh tales of dif- 
trtk. At laft the lady's charity, and the general's 
|>atience» were nearly exhauftedr.biit theU pe- 
litiwier's wit was flill in it's paftine vigour. On^ 
morning, at the accuftomed hour, when ^he.lady 
was gistiiag^ into her ^ai;riage; the old woffian 
began- — * Agh ! my lady ;. fuccefs to your lady- 
ihip, and fuccefs to your honour's honour, this 
.mornimg, of .all thed^ys \n the. year j; for /urp 
;didn*jL JdreaiD^J^il; night, that he/T ladyfhip gave 
me a pound of \a^ and that yo»r hqnoy^gave m^ 
in pound )oftobaecp?' . v .; - 

* But, itiy good woman,' faid the general, ^ do 
.not you know, that dresams jJways go by th^ J^nk 
Mdomr^ary ?' : . ^ » , ^ .^ uv^ 

* Do tfaey fo, plafe your Ibonqur,' rejoined the 
^Id woman. ^ Then it wuft be ywr/b^ijr 



^atwiH g?ve me the ta, and her ladyfhip that 
will give jhie the tobacco.* 

The general being of Sterne's opinion, that "H 
bbn mot is always worth fomething, evert mov^ 
than 'a pinth of fnuff, gave the ingeniourf 
dreatrieftW Value' of her dream; ' ' ■ ■ ^^> 

Innumerable inftances might be quoted of th^ 
hibcrnian genius, not merely for repartee, but 
for wiiat the Italians calf paiquinade; We ih^M 
cite only one, *'hich is already fo Well kftWn 
tti Ireland, that w6 cannot be found^guHty of 
ptibtisMng a fibelv^ Over the oftentatibusr front 
of a noblemarfs houfe in Dublin^ the owner 
had this motto cut in ftone :— 

'•'Otitim cumidighitate.i-*-Leifure and dignity. 

i * - . « • 

In procefs of time his lord (hip changed *his^ 
refidence, or, fmce we miift defcend to plebeian 
language, was cbmfilitted to Newgate, and im* 
imediatdy there' apt^eared over the. front bf his 
apartment his chofen motto, as large as the lifei 
iti'wWte'ciralk. -"'^ -^^^^^'- 

n- sbniiv ' 'oi:u,niHtn''dl£nitate; 

■'» ; -■ . ' I ' jr. . , . ■ . 1 , » , ■ •»■ ■ , 
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Mixed with keen fatire, the Iriflx often fcow 
A fort of cool good fenfe and dry humour, which 
gives not only cffeft but value to their improm- 
tus. Of this clafs is the obferyation made by 
^h^ irifh hackney coachman, upon feeing a man 
of the ton driving fpur in hand down Bond- 
ftreet. 

• That fellow/ faid our obferver, Mooks like 
> qoaehman, but drives like a gentleman.* 
i/A^.ftninftaiice of humour mixed with fophif- 
try ^ ^.eheg this reader to recollefl: the popular 
ilor-y of thie Iriflmian, who waii n;in oyipr by z 
troop of horfe. and miraculoufly efcaped unhurt, 

* Down upon your knees and thank God j 
you reprobate,' faid one of the fpedlators, 

« Thank God! for what ? -.^s it for^lf^ting^a 
troop of horfe run over me V 

In this fpeech there is the fame fort of hu^ 
mour and fophillry, that appears in the Irifli- 
man's celebrated queftion— ' What has pofterity 
done for me, that I ihpuld do b much for ppf^ 
Jerity?^ . , _ 

The irifli title to humour has indeed been, af- 
ferted by fuch a competent judge, that to dif- 
pute it would be prefumption. We allude to 
the late Mr. Foote, who, in a prolou^e fpokep 
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in DuUia^ addrel&d tfade Utkts . to hk au£* 

** iiutnoiir/:tbe fereihoft )of the feftlve crew, 
^^ Source of die comic xniLle ii^ ^ve to y^^u.^ 

* r 

1 

The lame tatlent, which gives Jceennefs and 
litttnottr to iktire, ^ves iorce and elegance to 
{)anegym. No one has ever eonveyed, by a 
tingle line, by a fingie word, more delicate com- 
pliment, than the fevere author of the Dunciad 
— * The lower Irifli often excell as much ia 
cemfiimeftt as in farc^d&n/ 

We were once prefent when an author gave 
one of his o^n books to an old iriih fleward^ 
afking zJi the fame time, in what cobur he would 
Jbave the book bound. 

Hs tum(bH ito oiie <of the company, and a&ed 
^ What is ifee /colour Aat never fades ?' 
j The : fififte < ile wjard mpon , another occafipa, 
txiade a yet more femimental anfwer. His maf* 
let faid to him — * You have lived with me fo 
long, and ferved me fo feithfuUy, that now evea 
(if you fhould do any thing to dilpleafe uie, yo* 
.ihall not be the wprfe of my ang^r — ^^I have pr^r 
vide^ for you haudfomely in my wiU»' . 
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' Inftcad of replying with a fervik bpw or iher^ 
cenary thanks, he anfwered with ^countenance 
that ftiowed he fpoke from his heart-^' I hope 
there's no dang<^r I ihould do any .thing to dif- 
pleafeyour honour.' j - 

Innumerable frefli illuftrations crowd upon 
our memory, but we forbe^r^ as wc have rtow 
fufficiently eftablifhed our mfwr-*-^ That th^^ 
Irifli are difpofed to ufe figurative . language/ 
Our conclusion is^ doubtlefs, fuU in tl^e reader^ 
recolleftion. 

■ \ » m ' * 

CHAPTEJl XUI. 



THE 9R0GUE. 



1 - 



Having proved by a perfeft fyUogifm, that 
the Iriih mull blunder, we imght reft, fatisfied 
firjth our labours, but that there are nunds of 
fo perverfe a fort, that they will not yield their 
underftandings to the torturing power of fyllo- 
gifm. There ar« lieretics in- logic, whawiH 
not fubfcribe implicitly to it^s forms 5 nay, who 
go fo far as to maintain, ^hat there is nothing iTo 
^abfurd.9 but what may h^ demonllrated by the 
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dexterous ufe of major, minor, and conclufion. 
There are foofhardy perfons^ who would look 
with an equal eye upon the inevitable horns of 
the ancient dilemma, and upon the Garaman- 
tuan^ horns of the irifli bull. 

It may be wafle of time to addrefs ourfelves 
to perfons of fuch a call, but we are ambitious to 
make even the meaneft intelle£ls do homage to 
our powers of eonviaion. We fhall therefore 
change our ground, and adapt our arguments t.o 
the level of vulgar capacities : we fhall aflert on- 
ly, that the Irilh, if they be not blunderers, 
muft continue to be thought abfurd and"ridicu* 
lous, from the unchangeable law of the aflbcia- 
tion of ideas. Much of the comic efFedt of irifh 

* Vide Herodotus— for the Garamantes.— 
•* That nation, among whom is a fpecies of oxen 
which walk backwards whilft they are feeding ; 
their horns are fo formed, that they cannot do 
otherwife, they are fo long, and curved in fuch 
a manner, that if they did not recede, they 
would ftick in the ground \ in other refpefts, 
thfey do not differ from other animals of the 
fame\gfei:ius, unlefs we except the thioknifs of 
Ijheir&ins," 
. ■ • - N.r 
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bulls, or of fuch fpeeches as are miftakefi for 
bulls, has depended upon the tone of brogue, as 
it is called, with which they are uttered. The 
firft iriih blunders that we hear are made or re- 
peated in this peculiar tone, arid afterward, 
whenever we hear the tone, we expeft the blun- 
den This is according to the immutable law of 
human nature. The concomitant is canfound- 
ed with the caufe, and afterward operates as 
liich upon our undiftinguifhing minds, ^o^ 
there is little danger, that the Irifli fiiould be 
cured of their brogue ; and confequently there is 
no great reafon to apprehend, that we Ihould 
ceafe to think or call them blunderers. 

Of the powerful efFefil of any peculiarity of 
pronunciation to prepoffefs the mind againd 
the fpeaker, nay, even toexeitediflikeatnount- 
ing to antipathy, we have an infiance atteftecf 
by an eye witncfs, or rather an ear witnefs. 

* In the year 1755,' fays James Adams, *1 
attended a public difput^tion in a foreign univer- 
fity, when at kaft 400 Frehchthen literally Iiiit 
ed a grave a&d learned ejrglhh d«filor, wot bjf 
way ofhifult, but irrefiftibly provoked by thd 
quaintnefs of the repetition of sh. The thefii 
was the concurrence of God in adionibus viciosis r 
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llie whole hall refdunded with the hiffing cry of 
sb, and it's continual occurrence in a^h^ a^iio- 
nct "oiciosa^ &c.' 

.It is curipus, that Shiboleth ftould fo long 
continue a criteriori amotigft nations ! 
,, j^VVhi^trpufthj^ve been the degree of irritation, 
that could fo far get the better of the politenefs 
of 400 Frenchmen, as to make themhifs in the 
dizy^ olVancien regime ! The dread of being 
ti^eobjeO: of thatfpccies of antipathy or ridicule, 
which is excited by unfalhionable peculiarity of 
accent, has induced many of the misguided na- 
tives of Ireland to affeft, what they imagine to 
be fhe englifli pronunciation. They are fel- 
dpm fuccefsful in this attempt, for they gene- 
rally overdo the bufinefs. W^e are told by Theo- 
phraftus, that a barbariariy who had taken fome 
pains to attain the true attic dialed with a great* 
er degree of precifton and purity, than was ufual 
amongft the Athenians themfelves. To avoid 
the imputation of committing barbarifms, peo- 
ple fometimes run into folecifms, which are yet 
roore ridiculous. Affe£tation is always more 
ridiculous than ignorance. 

* Hibernia, thy ftill ranker brogue,' is lefe 

N .3 
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ofienfive than the attempt to fpeak^ickte en^ 
liihy which are made by Catm of thjr fons and 
daughters, who, alhamed of their country, be* 
Cray themfelres, by mincirig out theit abjuratU 
OIL Froni all p«ribns, of whatever fex, rank^ 
or prctenions, wh€> call idbft^ teeMeSi and chs^rs 
dicers, good Lord deliver us ! 

To fuch would be runegadoes we prefer this^ 
honeft quixoiifm of a modern champion* iTor the 
fcottifli accent, who bokHy afferttn^, that * the 
broad dialeft rifea above reproach, fcorn^ atfcl 
laughter,^ enters ihe lifts, a^ he fays of himfelf^ 
in Tartan drefe and armour, and tlifow^ downt 
the gauntlet to the moft prejudiced antagortift— 
* How weak is prejudice *P purfues (his patriotic 
cnthufiaft, * the ffght of the htghland ktie, ^e* 
flowing plaid, the bufly-n'd leg, provokes^ 'thy 
antagonitt to taugh f — Is this drefs ridiculous ill 
the eyes pf reafon attd common fenfe ? No : nor 

* James Adams, S. R. E* S. author of a boelt 
entitled, *^The pronunciation of the'Eftgliih 
Language Vindicated from impiated. anomaly 
and caprice, with an appemrvx on the dialefti; 
of human fpeecb in all countries, and an analy- 
tical difcuflibaand viyndication of the dialect of 
Scotland.' 
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Irdie^afefilbf r^eh; both are charalfterifticr 
and natioiKtl dtliin€trons. 

* The arguments of general vindication,* con 
tipiies he, * riie powerful before my fight, like 
the hightend bands in full array. A louder 
ftrain of apofogetic fpeech fweffs my words. 
Wba^ if it fhouM'rife high as the unconquerecJ 
jiimmits of Scotia^s hills, and call back witb 
Toice fweet as caledbnian fong,. the days of an- 
^ient fcottiih heroes, or attempt the powerful 
f|Jeech of the latin orator, or his of Greece ? 
the fubjeft, methinks, woiiH well accord witb 
tfie attempt r CupiAm^ Sevtik optima^ wes dc^ 
ficiunt. 

leave this to the ting qf songs^ DimBar ancf- 
Dunkeld, Douglas in mrgilian ^Lvzin^y and later 
poets, Ramfay, Fergufon, >nd Bums, awake^ 
from your graves, jrou have already immortaliz- 
ed the feotch dialed in raptured melody \ Lend 
me your goldfcn target and well pointed fpear, 
that I may vi£lorioufty purfiie, to the extremity^ 
of South Britatny reproaehfal ignorance and 
Scorn ftiH lurking there: — Let impartial Can. 
dour feize their ufurped throne. — ©"eat then is^ 
the birth of this national dialeft,'' U.c: 

So far £6 gootU We have fbme ly mpathy^ 
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with the rhapfodift, whofe enthufiaftn kindles 
at the names of Allen Ramfay and of Bums ; 
nay, we are willing to hear (with a grain of al- 
lowance), that *the manly ejloquence of the 
fcotch bar affords a fingular pleafure to the can- 
did englifh hearer, and gives merit and dignity 
to the noble fpeakers, who retain fo much of 
their own dialed and tempered propriety of eng- 
lifh founds, that they may be emphatically term- 
ed britisb oratorsJ* But we confcfs that we lofe 
our patient decorum, and are almoft provoked tm 
laughter, when our philological Quixote feriout 
ly fets about to prove, that Adam and Eve 
fpoke broad Scotch in Paradife. But let us 
check our laughter, for our hero will not per- 
mit us to fmile at the learned etymologift, who 
in the time of queen Elizabeth wrote a folio ta 
prove, that pure Wellh was the language of 
Adam and Eve in Paradife. How it could, be 
both broad Scotch and pure Welfh we know 
not ; but we muft not, according to our grave 
fcholiaft, let ' loofe thefe mufcles, which exhi- 
bit the impreffion of ignorance, joined with fur- 
prife, for that is the fource of the weakeft 
paffions in man-slaughter, which is no confuta- 
tion of errour,' 
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How angry has this grave fiatriot peafon to hfi 
with his ingenioQS countryman Battie^, thecev 
lebrated champioa^f JrutJb, who acknowledgers^ 
that he ilever could, when a boy or man, look 
at a certain tranflation of Ajax's fpeech into ono 
of the vulgar fcotch dialefils without laughing! 

We fhali now with boldnefs, fimilar to that 
of the fcotch champion, try the lifiHe mufcles 
of our englilh readers ; we arc not, indeed^ in* 
clihed to go quite fuch lengths as he has gone : h^ 
iniifts, that the fcotch dialed ought to be adopts 
cd ali over England ; we are only going candid^^ 
ly to confefs, that the Irifti,^ in general, fpeak 
better English than is comnmonly tpokea by the 
natives of England. To limit this propofitioa 
fe as to make it appear left abfurd^ we fliould ob- 
ierve, that w& allude to th« lower clai£e& of the 
people in both* countries. In fome counties in 
Ireland, many of the pooreft labourers and cot* 
tagers do not underftand Englifh, they fpeak 
iHily Iri(h, as in Wales ther« are vaft numbers, 
who fpfejik only Wetfti ; but amongft thofe who 
do fpeak Englife we find fewer Tulgarifms, tbact 
amongfl the fame rank ef perfons m Englandw 

* Vkk lEuftratiofts on Sublimtty, in his eflays^ 
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The Engliih whieh they fpeak is chiefly fuch asf 
has been traditidnal in their, families from the 
early fettlers in the ifland. Durii^ the reign of 
Elizabeth and the reign of Shakfpeare, num* 
bers of Englifli migrated to Ireland ^ and who- 
ever attends to the phrafes of the lower Iri/h 
may, at this day, hear many of the phrafes and 
cxpreffions ufcd by Shakfpeare. Their vocabu. 
laryhas been preferved nearly in it's priftine 
purity fince that time^ becaufe they hive not 
bad intercourfe with thofe counties in England, 
which have made for themfelves a jargon, tinlike 
to any language under Heaven* The irifh 
krogue is a'great and (hameful defeft, but it does 
not render the englifli language unintelligible^ 
There are but a few variations of the brogue, 
fuch as the long and the ihort, the thady brogue 
and paddy brogue, which differ much in tone, 
and but little in phrafeology - but in England, 
almoft all of our fifty two counties have peculiar 
vulgarifms, dialeds, and brogues, unintelligi- 
ble to their neighbours. As Herodotus tells u$^ 
Ihatfome of the nations of Greece, though they 
ufed the fame language, fpokeit fo differently, 
that they could not underftand each other's con- 
terfation. This is literally tjie cafe, at prefent 
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between the provincial ' inhibitaiits ' of remote 
parts of fih^atid. Indeed the language peculiar 
to the metrq)olis, dr the cockney dialeft, is pro- 
verbially ridiculous. The loridori^i*s, who look 
down with contempt upon ail,that hiVe not been 
ired and born within the found of Bow, talk with 
unconfcious abfurdity of weal and winegar, andt 
^Dinearid winders and ideirs, arid aflc you ^ow 
do you do ? and ^ave ye bin taking the /&air iii 
*yde park, and *as your 'orfe 'ad any i&oatSj &c. 
alpirating always where they fhould not, and 
liever afpirating where they would. 

The Zummerzetzheer di^edt full of broad <?(?$ ♦ 
arid eternal z<ffl&i ftipplies never failing laughter 
when brought upon the ftage. Even a cockney 
audience relifhes the broad pronunciation of John 
Moody, in the Journey to London, or of Sim 
in Wild Oats. ^ 

* l^e cant of Suffolk, the vulgarifms of Shrop- 
ihire, the uncouth phrafeology of the three rid> 
ings of Yorkfhire, amaze and bewilder foreign- 
ers, who perhaps imagine, that they do not un- 
derftand Engliflb, when they are in company 
with thofe who.cannot fpeak it. The patois of 
Languedoc and Champagne, fuch as * Meinjis 
sesf fii pai vaiy Mon fiis c'eft unbeau ye^iu, e?^ 
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«rcifc$, hois true, the ingenoity of tr^-x^ll^rs, 
mnd i^];iclers many {€^tB o^ Mo^iene i^dJVUiv 
vauK difficult, if not AJiuntilUgible^ to thofe wh6 
have never refided in the french provinces ; but 
no french patois is more unintilUgible than the 
Icdlowii^ fpecio^ea i>f Tummas and Mcaty'i 
Lancafliire 4ialog4ie. 

Thomas. " Wbau, but I ftartit up to goa tp 
th' titi^, ou ilurr'd deawn to th' lower part o' th* 
laeymougfa, on by th' malkins, lord I whet dufi 
thkik ? boh leet hump flridd'n up o^ fonunot <A 
felt meety heury, on it ilartit web meh on its 
»iiack, deawn th' lower part o' th' mough it 
jumpt^ crofi th' leath, eawt o' th' dur wimmey 
it took, on into th' weturing poo, os if th' dole 
o* Hell had driv'n it, on there it threw meh eni 
br I fell off, 1 cannaw tell whether, for th' life 
o' meb, into the poo." 

Mary. " Whoo.wo> whoo-wo, whoo 1 whot, 
ithrueme o* God i widneh fay ?*' 

Thomas. *' If it wur naw Owd Niqlc, he 
wur th' orderer on't, to be fliure ^^*. Weh 
tnitch powlering I geet eawt o' th' poo, 'iieve * 

^ The gloffary to the Lancafhire dialeft in- 
forms us, that Hieve me from Bdeemy^ believe 
me i from Belamy^ my good friend, m French. 
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meh, as to lift, I could na tell whether i'r in a 
fleawm or weak'n, till eh groapt ot meh een ; 
I crope under a wough, and ftode like 0' gawm- 
bling*, or o parfit meatril, till welly day ; on 
juft then Ned coom ****, on he bleft, on he 
preyM, on mede fitch niarlocks, that if i'd naw^ 
been eh that wefo pickle f, is't o brofs'n weh 
leawghing *^* — Coom, let*s get off, fed he, ^ 
&c/' Without being a Lancafliire witch, the 
reader could hardly, at firft fight, understand all 
this ; and leaft it ftiould not reward the ftudent's 
pains, we prefent for the advantage of the whole 
irifti nation, and of all the higher clafs of the ^ 
Englifli, the following literal tranflation. In 
geiieral, we perfeftly agree with the author of 
an ingenious ' Eflay on the Principles of Tranf- 
lation,' in his opinion, that the beft tranflator 
is he wl^o tranfiifes the fpirit of one language in- 
another ; yet, in the prefent inftance, we hold 
ourfelves bound to the letter, and we confe- 
quently have done the colloquy of Thomas and 
Mary into Englifli with verbal precifion. Here 






* Gawmbling, {Anglo-Saxon gawmlet), ftupid- 
■j- Dutch. 
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we cannot omit to return our thanks to the domt 

piler of the vety fcamed gloffary, fubjoined to 

the original text, in which the deriviations of 

the words from the Dutch, Coptic, Anglo-Sax- 

I on, 8cc. are carefully given. 

1 Thomas. " I darted up to go for the horfes, 

j and Hid down the lower part of the hay-mow ; 

and by the malkins^ lord ! what doft tiihrk ? I 

lit aftride upon fomething that felt mighty hairy, 

and it ftarted up with me on its back down the 

hay-mow, it jumped, crofied the barn, out of 

the door it took it*s way with me, and into the 

water pool it went, as if the Devil of Hell had 

'driven it ; and there it threw me in, or I fell off, 

I cannot tell which for the life of me," 

Mary. " Whoo, whoo, whoo I what in the 
name of Ood would you fay ?" 

Thomas. " If it were not Old Nick, he w 
the orderer <rf it to be fure **. With mu 
pother I got out of the watering pool ; and 
Jieve me or not as you like, I couM not t 
whether I were in a flumber or awake till I gr 
ed at my eyes ; *** and I crept under a bou 
and flood like a fool, or a pcrfeft natural, 
well ni^h day ; afid juft then Ned came 
he lifted up his hands, and he blefTed^ 
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prayed, and made fuch grimmaces, that if t 
had not been in that waful pickle, I fhould have 
bufft with laughing ***. — Come, let us fet off, 
faid he, &c."^ Though our hero modeftly de- 
clares, that he cannot fay a deal about it, yet 
fome of our readers^fbay be of a different opinion, 
and may poflibly by this time, be as weary of 
Tummas and the cout, and the. leith, *nd the 
hay.mough, and the buggart, and the whole 
Lancafhire dialeft and gloflary, as Juvenal caa- 
didly^ confefs himfelf to have be^tn with Oref- 
tes full of marginal notes, or with the grove of 
Mars, tl;>e cave of Eolus, and the .Jblyfii^n 
fields. • 

Let us naw liften to a converfation which we 
hope wUl not be quite fo unintelligible « 

♦ xst Satire, 



* 
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. CHAPTER XIV^ 

BATH COACH CONVERSATION. 

In one of the genteel coaches, which travet 
betwe^yi Bath and London, an irifh, a fcotch, 
and an engliih gentleman happened one day 
to be paffengers. They were all three well in- 
formed and well bred j had feenthe world, and 
lived in good company, and were confequently 
fuperiour to local and national prejudice. As 
their convcrfation was illuftrative of our fubjeft, 
we Ihall make no apology for relating it with 
all the accuracy with whiqh it was r^p^ated to 
us by one of the company. We pafs the ufual 
preliminary compliments, and the obfervations 
upon the weather and the roads. The irifh 
gentleman firft ftarted a more interefting fubjedt 
— the Union; it's probable advantages and dif- 
advantages were fully difcuffed, and, at laft the 
Irifliman faid, * Whatever our political opinions 
may be, there is one wifli in which we (hall all 
agree, that the union may make us better ao 
quainted with one another,' 
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•Ittiffhrprififig,* ftud the EngUfbman, •how 
5gfM)rant we EngUfli in general are of Ireland : 
to he fure we do not now, as in the times of Ba- 
con and Spencer^ believe that Wild Iriihmenr 
bavf wings, nor do we all of us give credit to 
Mr. Twifs'a aflertion> that if you look at an irifh 
lady fhe anfwera ^poru if you please/ 

Scotchman. — * That traveller feems to be al- 
moft as liberalf as he who defined oats-^ioo^ 
for horfes in England, and for men in Scotland : 
iuch illiberal notions die away of themfelves.* 

Jrishman*"^^ Or they are xrontradiftcd by 
more liberal travellers. I am fure my country 
has great obligationfi to the gallant englifh and 
fcotch military, not only for fo readily affifting to 
defendJjhd quiet us, but for fpreading in Eng- 
land a jufter notion of Ireland. Within thefe 
few months, I fuppofe more real knowledge of 
tlie ftate and manners of that kingdom has been 
diffufed in England, by their means, than had 
been obtained during a whole century,' 

Scotchman* — * Indeed, I d6 not recoiled hav- 
ing read any author of note, who has given me 
a notion. of Ireland fince Spencer and Davies, 
except Arthur Young.' 

03 
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EngUsbman. — * What little knowle jg^ fikve 
of Ireland has been drawn more from oWerva* 
tion than from books. I remember wbfen I 
firll went over there, I did not expeft to fee 
twenty trees in the whole ifland ; I imagined 
that I ftiould have nothing to drink but whif- 
key, that I fhould have nothing to eat but pota- 
toes^ that I fhould fleep in mud walled cabins, that 
I fhould, when awake, hear nothing but the 
irifh howl, the irifh brogue, irifh anfwers and 
irifh bulls ; and that if I fmiled at any of thefe 
things, a hundred piftols would fly from their 
holflers to give or demand fatisfafition. But ex- 
perience taught me better things : I found that 
the llories I had heard were tales of other times. 
Their hofpitality, indeed continues to tll||| day/ 

Scotchman, — * That they were famous Tor, of 
old , for if I remember right, in Holinfhed's 
CWbnicle there is a curious account of one Pa- 
trick Sarsfield, mayor of Dublin, in the year 
1 551, who was moft amazingly hofpitable. I 
alfo recolledt, that another irilh gentleman is 
mentioned in Sheridan's Life of Swift, who 
kept open houfe all his life for a whole county. 
It was more like a fairy tale than a reality. Pray, 
lir, is there any truth- in the flory V 
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Irlitmcm. — * It is perfedlly true, I believe j 
but of later days, as we have been honoured with 
the vifits of a greater number of foreigners, our 
hofpit&lity has become lefs extravagant' 

Snglishman. — ' Not lefs agreeable* IriA 
hof^itality, I (peak from experience,, does not 
now confift merely in puftiing the bottle brilkly 
round : the Irifti are convivial, but theif con- 
viviality is fenfoned with wit and humour, they 
have plenty of good converfation as well as good 
cheer for their guefts ; and they not only have 
wit themfelves but they love it in others ; they 
can give as well as take a joke. I never lived 
with a more good humoured, generous, open 
hearted people than the Irifh/ 

This panegyric upon his countrymen touch- 
cd the Irilhman to the foul, and his countenance 
fliowed his feelings. After a paufe, he refumed 
the converfation by faying with a fmile,— 

* I wifh Engliflimen, in general, were half 
as partial to poor Ireland as you are, fir^' 

Englishman, — * Or rather you wilb, that 
they knew the country as well, and then they 
would do it as much juftice.' 

Irishman. — * You do it fomething more than 
juflice, I fear. There are little peculiarities in 
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my coantrymm» which will long he jdtfy the 

fubjeft of ridicule in England' 

Br^Ushman. — ^ Yes, among the vulgiir and 
ignorant^! but not: amongft the higher and better 
informed clafs of focietyt' *? 

SeoiishmaH.'-^^ No ; for well bred and well 
informed people, having feen and read of great 
varktiea of tuftoms and mannera, arc never apt 
to laugh at all that may differ from their own. 
As the fenfible author of the government of the 
tongue fay3>-^* H^lf witted people are always 
the bittereft revilers.' 

Jrisbman — * You are very indulgent, gentle* 
men; but in fpite of all your politenefs yon 
muft allow, or, at leaftf I muft confefs, that 
there are little defefts in the iri(h government 
of the tongue^ at which even svkol^ witted peo* 
pie muft laugh,' 

Englkbrnan^----^ The brogue? — Yes, theiriih 
brogue founds ridiculous to our ears, but fo dees 
our accent to foreigners ; they diflike the eng* 
lifli brogue as much as we diflike the iri&.' 

Scotchman, — * The well educated people, in 
all countries I believe, efcape the particular ac-* 
cent, and avoid the idiom> that are qharafilerif- 
tic of the vulgar.' "\ " ■ 
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Irishman. — * But even when we efcape irilh 
brogue, we cannot; efcape irifti balls.' 

Englishman.^^^ Yfeu need not fay irhb bulls 
with fuch emphafis, for bulls are not peculiar to 
Ireland. I have been informed, by a perfon of 
unqueftionable authority, that there is a town in 
Germany, Hirfchau in the Upper Palatinate, 
where the -inhabitants are famous foj: making 
bulls.' ^ 

Irishman. — * I am truly glad to hear we have 
companions in difgrace. Numbers certainly 
leffen the efFedt of ridicule as well as of fliame : 
but after all, the irifli idiom is peculiarly unfor. 
tunate, for it leads perpetually to blunder.' 

Scotchman. — * I have heard the fame remark- 
ed of the Hebrew. I am told, that the hebrcw and 
the irifli idiom are much alike.' 

Irishman (laughing) — * That is a great com- 
fort to us, certainly, particularly to thofe amongft 
tis who are fond of tracing our origin up to the 
remoteft antiquity, but Hill there are many 
who would willingly give up the honour of this 
high alliance, to avoid it's inconveniencies ; 
for my own part, if I could enfure myfelf and 
my countrymen from all future danger of mak- 
ing bulls and blunders, I would this inftant givo 
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up all Hebrew roots ; and even the Ogt^^mi cHa- 

radler itfelf I would renounce?. * tp msk^ affu* 

ranee doubly fure.' 

EngUshman.-^^ To make assuraryce douHj 
sure'^^-'Now there is an example in our gre^t 
Shakfjpeare of what I have often obferved^ that 
we Englifli allow otir poets and ourfelves a Ji«' 
cence of fpeccb that we deny to pur hiberman 
neighbours. If an Irifhman, infteadof ShaJrf- 
peare, had talked of making ^ affurance doiably 
111 re,' we fhould have alked how that could bft 
The vulgar in England are too apt to catch at 
every flip of the tongue made by IriflimeH. I 
remember once being prefent^ whtin an mfk 
nobleman, of tale ^>t sand Hterature, was dually 
hifled from the huftings at aMiddklex elefitioii, 
becaufe in his fpeech he happened to iay,— 
« We have laid the root to the axe of the tree 
of liberty,' inftead of, we have laid the axe to 
the root of the tree. " 

Scotchmofu — * A lapfus linguae, that ihight 
have been made by the greateft orators ancient 
or modern, by Cicero or Chatham, by Burkse 
or by * the fluent Murray.' 

Englisbman.-^^ Upon another occ9^xm I have 
lieard, that an iti&k orator was filnced with 
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in^xnngulsbabk laughter,' merely for faying • I 
wn forry to hear tixy honourable friend ftand 
tnute.' 

Scotchman.'-^^ li I am not miftiaken, that 
very fame irifli orator made; an allufion, at which 
no one could iaugh. * The protection, faid he/ 
which Britain affords to Ireland, in the daiy of 
adverfity, is like that which the oak affords to 
thfe cotantrymatt, who flies to it for ftelter in 
the ftorm ; it draws down upon his head the 
lightning of Heaven V may i3e I do not repeat 
the words exa£lly, but I could not forget thfc 
idea.' 

EngRshman.^^^ I would with all my heart 
bear the ridicule of a hundred blunders for the 
honour of having made fuqjj^a fimilie ; after all, 
his faying *Iam forry to hear my honourable 
frieiidftand mutey if it be abulia isjuftifiedby 
Homer ; one of the charms in the cellus of Ve* 
nus, iS) 

* Silence that speaks^ and eloquence of eyes/ 

Sc&icbman.'^^ Silence that speaks^ fir, .is, I am 
afraid, an englifh not a grecian charm; It is 
not iri'ii&Kjreek ; it is one of thofe beautiful 
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liberties, which Mr. Pope has taken with his 
original. But filence that fpeaks can be found 
in France as well as in England. Voltaire in 
his chef d^ceuvre, his o&dipus, makes Jocafia 
fay, 

• Tout park contre nousjufqu'a noire silefice^. 

Englishtimn. — * And in our own Milton, 
Sampfon Agoniftes makes as good, indeed a bet- 
ter, bull, for he not only makes th^ mute fpeak) 
but fpeak loud. 

• The deeds themfelves, tho* mute^ spoke loud 

the doer.' 

And in Paradife Loft we have, to fpeak in 

JashiotH^le lainguage, tv/o/amous bulls. Talk^ 
ing of Satan, Milton fays, 

^ God, and his fon expept, 

• Created thing, nought valued he nor ftiunn'd.*" 

* Every thing fpeaks againft us, even our 
irl^nce. 
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And fpeakingof Adam and Eve, and their fona 
and daughters, he confounds them all together, 
in a manner, for which any Irilhman would 
have been laughed to Jcorn. 

^ * Adam, the goodlieft man of men fince born, 
* His fons 5 the faireft of her daughters Jive.' 

Yet Addifon, who notices thefc blunders, calls 
them only little blemiflies. 

Scotchman. — * He does fo ; and he quotes 
Jloracie, who tells us we fliould impute fuch ve- 
Qal errours to a pardonable inadvertency ; and 
as I r^coUeft, Addifon makes another very juft 
remark, that the ancients, who were atliwld 
by afpirttofcandour^ and of cavilling, invent- 
ed a variety of figures of fpeech, on purpofe to 
palliate little errours of this nature.' 
' * Really, gentlemen,' interrupted the HAer- 
nian, who bad fat all this time in filen^e, that 
fpcjke his grateful fenfe of the politenefs of his 
companions j * yx>u will put the iiniOiing Itr^e 
to my obligation to you, if you will prove tlAt 
the ancientfigures of ipeech were invented to 
palliate iri||||punders.' 

Lnj^rtsbman.-^^ No matter for what ^Mx^^fe 
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they were invented^ if wt eari- make fb good a 
life of them we Ihall be fattefied, efpecially if 
you are pleafed. I.willjhowever, leave the bur- 
den of the proof upon my friend here, who hag 
detefted me already in quoting from Pope's Iliad 
inftead of Homer's. I am fure be will manage 
the ancient figure* of rhetoric better than I 
ftiould ; however, if I can fight behind his ftiield 
I fliall not (hun the combat.* 

Scotchman, — * r ftahd correfted for quoting 
greek. Now T will • not go to Longinus for my 
tropes and figures ; I have juft met with a little 
book on the fubjeft, whidh I put into my pocket 
to^ay, intending to finifh it on my journeys but 
I hafe been better employed.* * 

He drew from his pocket a book, called 
• Deinology, or the*Unioi) of Reafon and Ele- 
gance.' — * Look ! (faid he), look at this long 
lift of tropes and figures, amongft them we could 
find apologies for irifli bulls; but, ih merc^j^, I 
wilj feleft, from * tlie twenty chief and moft 
Ufk^^lng figures oF fpeech/ only the oxymoron, 
as it is a favourite -\^ith irifli orators. In the 
oxymoron contradiftions meet: tc^ reconcile 
thefe irifli ingenuity delights, I will further. 
fp.ire four out of the feven figures of Icfs note : 
^wphaHs, enallage, audtlie \v^ft.^xou ^xov^xw. 
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you muft have, becaafe emphafis graces iriih 
diction, enallage unbinds ilfromftridl grammar 
tical fetters, and byft^otn proteron allows \% 
fometimes to put the cart before the horfe. Of 
the eleven grammatical figures, Ireland delights 
chiefly in the antimeria, or changing one par< 
of fpeeph for another, and in the elipfis or defedl. 
Of the remaining long lift of figures, the irifli 
are particularly difpofed to the epizcuxis, as 

* indeed, indeed — at all, at all,' an antaoaclafis 
or double nieaning. The tautotes, or repetition 
of the fame thing, is, 1 think, full ^common 
amongft the Englifti. The hyperbola and c?ita- 
ehrefis are fp nearly related to a bull, that I 
ih^ dwell upon them with pleafure. You 
tniift liften to the difinition of a catachi^fis— • 

* A catachrefis is the boldeft of any. trope. A^- 
eesshy makes it bor%(m cind emf^ an expression 
or jerm^ contrary to the thing it means to express.^ 

' Upon ray wwd this is fomething like a de* 
finition of aa iriftt bull,- interrupted the hibcr- 
nian. . / ' X7 • ? 

Scotebman.-^^ Let us go dn.* . 

£n^lisbman.^^*^,illt9Lrhim\ hear him!' 

ScotcimaiL^^ Forinftance, it has been faid, 
JEqui$are in arun^m Imga^to rade^ horfebacfcv 
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on a ilick. Reafon condemns the e(mtradi£lidri^ 
but neceffity has allowed it, and ufe has made it, 
intelligible. The fame trope is employed in 
the following metaphorical expreffi6n— the feeds 
of the Gitfpel have been "mater ed with the blood 
©f tlie martyrs.' 

Englishman.--^^ So the poor irifhman, -who 
was laughed at fo unmercifully at Buxton, for 
informing the company, that * the beft way of 
boiling potatoes was in cold water,' wa# not 
guilty of a bull, he only made ufe of a cata- 
chrefis ?' 

Jrisbman. — * And what figure of fpeech did 
my countryman ufe who faid, that he ihould 
have writted his letter better, only that heibid 
not time to take a copy of it before he wrote it V 

Scoubman. — * A catachrcfis. A ^^is ufed 
without reference to it*s original fenfe^ in the 
fame manner as we fay a wooden tomb-stonc^ But 
ire tie ed not go to the anciei^ figurative fpeech 
icT defend this irifhman *, Pafcal^^y ou know, con- 
cluded one of his letters with faying, * thit is 
too long a letter', but you muft ex€ufe it, fer I 
have not time to make it ihorter.' 
" • Well, (faid the irifhman,) my £ri6fids, I will 
now give ycuia haj^ that jieilher of you caa 
match. An jsvidenoe^ lyho wanted to prove aa 
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«l^a^ fi^d tohis judge, M7 lord, I could not be 

like & bird, in two places at oirce.' 

. f Mf^ltsbman.'^^ That does feem an impoffi* 

bility, I grant, but you know great orat(3¥s /rj;*. 

jpk m impossiifi&ties*.' 

' Scotchman. — * Aikl great poets getiie better 

of them. You recoUeft Shakfpearc fay a 

J' i * Apd bid me run, 

. ^ ^ And i wilt ftrive wilh things impossibk^ 

• ' * Yea, ^tf / /ifc *e/ft?r of tbem^ 
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i. Jiog^iS^^.— ^ And Gorneille, IntheCid,*! 
bdieTe^ nialdb4us^hero'a comolitnent upon his 
bsving performed impoffibiUttes. — * Vos main* 
iadesontile droit de vaiiicre un Jnvincible f.' 
. Scot^bman.^^-^^ Ay, thit Would be a bull in aif 
Iriihman, but it is only an hyperbole in a 
Ft^nchfiian.^ 

Irishman. — ^Indeed this line of Corneille's 
out hyperboles the hyperbole, confidered in any 
but* prophetic light; as a prophecy, it exaftly 

♦ Lord Chatham, 
"t Your kands^ alone have a right to conquer 
|£j(^ mcmqucrabU. . ^ 
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l^retelli the takiog (^ BotiaparteM mtindik 
ilandard by the gltrioua forty-leeond regtihftntof 
Uritifli i ' Your bandd aloae Jbaw a r^bt to van- 
qijifli the kivi|iaM^'r«rB)r cheb/^ t^phntfe 
ont le droit cannot, I believe, be litOTaUy tranfc 
Ifted into Eng^ifiu faot the Scbteh ami iriih— 
have a r^g'^r^-iK^nflates it ^xeQXy^ But 4te not 
let me interrupt my couilry's defence, gentle- 
men ; I am heaifttfy glad to find, that iriih 
blundisrers may ihelter tfaenfelvea in fiibhf%ood 
company in the ancient ian&iiaty of the hypfer- 
bole. But I am afraid you muft deny admit- 
taace to the poor mafon >rhW ^^uii^ ^ this houfe 
vill piXid as long^ as the world doe4: and longeh^ 
^ Scotchman jr^^'^hfQ^^^^ we ^ ihet thegaio. 
-of mercy^ upc^ him^ when we pttodinidns^ faet*^ 
x^s for more flagrant fins, forinfiaii^e, Mr* 
Pope, who in his J^ay on Criiicifiti, , makes s 
blunder, or rather ufes an hyperbolCf Jkonger 
Jhanthat of your poor irilhmafon.- - 

^ * 4Vhen firft yoym^ Maro in his noUe mhMi 
♦ A work i* outlast immortal B.om^ defigned.^ 

And to give you a more modem cafe, I lately 
heard an englifh Ihopkeeper fay to a lady, in^ 
r^commcDchtion of hi; gdodS) * Ma'am^ it will 
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wear fcflrlewr^ aiid<wake youapetdcdM after- 

. Ltisbman.-^^ Upon my word I did aot think 
ywL ^xmld have £innd a mateh for the mafon ; 
but what will you lay to my countryman, who, 
on meeting ah. acquaintdfice, aceofted him with 
this amWguous compliQieat — ^ When firil I faur 
you I thought it i«^M|you, but now I fee it is 
your brother.^ 

Sl:Qtebtnan.^^\l. Ihould, if I/u^ere not afraid 
you would take me for a pedant, quote a fen- 
tence from Qcerp^ that is not far behind this 
blunder.' 

-rMsinian. — ^l ca*i tdce jrou for nothing but a 
&i«nd'-Tr-pfay'tetBS have the latin.' 

i >S'tffl*^i»«»*-^^ Jt i» one of Cieero^ icompli* 
meats to Csefar> in which there is almoft as 
great a blunder as in your countryman's to his 
afi^uaintance.-^* Qui, corti ipfe imperator in 
toto imperio populi Romani unas ^fet, effe me 
aiterum paffus ell*,'— Perhaps, (continued the 
Scc^chman),^ my way of pronouncing latin 
ibuiids ftrangeiy to you, gentlemen V 

4 

"* And when Caefar was the orJy emperor 
within the dominion of Rome, he fufiered me 
^ be another. 
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. /r/^i&^iim.—* And perhj^ ours would be t«i- 

intelligible to Cic^o himfelf, if he were ta^ver- 

h(5ar US5 Ifencyweare.all fo far from-ri^t, 

Ihac WIS nieed not difpitte about, degtesesoof 

wrong.'. 

The coach flopped at this inllant, and the 

<^nyerfati9P. wii3 inta'rapte4« ^ 



^* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

■ . .: , • . . ■>*■• 

BAlfH COACH COKVERSATIOl^.' 

r After our travellei-s had dined, th^ can- 
verfation was. tfipew^d l^jr th^ engUft gentle* 
TfidXi^s repeating <jioldfmith's celebr^^ lioe^-iMi 
Burke— 

* Who too. deep for his hearers, ftill went ocu 

refining, 

• And thought of convincing^ whilft they thou^t 

of dining, 

• In fhort 'twas his fate unemployed or in pl^e, 

fir, 

♦ To eat mutton cold, and cut blocks with a 

xa£or.* 
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•What humour and wit there a^re in that 
p6em of Gddfmith's ! and where is there any 
thing eq[ual to his * Traveller ?' 

Irishman. — ' Yet this is the man who ufed 
to be the butt of the company for his bulls.* 

Englishman.''-^'' No, not for his bulls, but for 
blurting out opinions in converfation, that could 
not ftand the teft of Dr. Johnfon's critical powers. 
But what would become of the freedom of wit 
and humour, if every word that came out of our 
mouths were fubjeit to the tax of a profeffed 
critic's cenfure, or if every fentence were to 
undergo a logiciil examination? It would be 
well forEngliflimen, if they were a little more 
Inclined, like your open hearted countrymen^ 
to blurt out their opinions freely/ 

Scotchman, — * I cannot forgive Dr. Johnfon 
for calling Goldfmith an infpired idiot ; I con- 
fefs I Tee no idiotifm, but much tnfpiration in 
his works.' 

Irishman. — * But we mud remember^ that if 
Jbhnfbn did laugh, at Goldfinith, he would let 
no one elfe laugh at him, and he was his jfnoft 
iincere and'aftive friend. The world would, 
pisrhaps, iiever have fcen the Vicar of Wake- 
field, if Johnfon had^not recommended it to a 
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jail, if the Dodor bad not got him a hfridred 
pounds for it, when poor Goldfmith c^4 not j 
know it was worth a (hilling. When|j0 recol- 
ledlthis, we muft forgive the Dodor for calling 
him, in jeft, an infpired idiot.' 

Scotcbinan. — • Efpecially as Goldfmith has 
wit enough, 10 bear him up againft a thoufand 

fuchjefts.' 

EngUsbman. — * It is curious to obferve hoy^ 
nearly wit and abfurdity are allied. Wc niaf 
forgive the genius of Ireland if he fometime^ 

* Leap his light courfer o'er the bounds of tafle/ 

Even englifli genius is not always to bp reft rain- 
ed within the ftridl bounds of common fenfic. 
Vov inflance Young is witty, when he fays 

* How would amifer flartle, to be tdld 

• Of fuch a wonder as infolvent gixld !* 

* • -.., ... 

But Johnfon is, I am afraid, abfurd, when he 
fays— 

* Turn from the glittering bribe your > fconift|I 
eye, • " -. \ ■ '■' 



J i . - ^ 
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« Where is the abfurdity ?' faid the Iriftiman^ 
trho at firft was fo much ftruck at the fk>enei'a 
of the thought, that he did not peroeive the bull 
in the expreffion, till his friend aflttd, hoW any ; 
perfop, could fell for gold, which could never be 
bought for gold ? — He then laughed and faid^ 

* One.cafe to be fure muft be exqepted ; a pa- 
triot may fell his reputation, and the purchafer 
get nothing by it/ 

Scotchman. — * After all we have faid of iriih: 
jell's, we have ntfver precifely fettled what they 

^ are. Can you. define an irifb bull i* 

? Irishman — * I ftiould fay, that an incongruiif 

J 4^iflfe^7*conftitutesabulL* 

I Scotchman-^^Th^x fuppofition touches to# 
clofely upon the definition of wit; whiph accord- 
ing to the bed authorities, Locke, Burke, and 
Stewart, confifls, you know, in an unexpedled 
ijtflemblage of ideas, apparently difcordant, but 
in whith fome point of refomblance or aptitude 
is fuddenly difcovcrcd.' 

Irishman. — ' Then, perhaps, the eflence of a 
\in\\\\t^\TicanfiisUmof tdeas,^ 

Englishman. — * That founds plaufible in theo- 
ry, butit^ill not apply, in prattice, for confu- 
fion of ideas is common to both countries. What 

do^oa think of the engUfti ftudcuV ""^Vo ^\:w€ti. 
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^ was a&ed what progrefs he had made in the 
ftudjr of medicine, modeftly replied — ^* I hope! 
jhail (bon be fully qaalified to be a phyfician, for 
I think I am now able to cure a child.' 

* O, (faid the Scotchman, laughing^ confii^ 
fion of ideas cannot conftitute a bull, or this 
would be one. Another definition, if you pleafe^ 
fir.' 

Irishman. — * To amend our bill, fuppofe we 
ihfert the word laughable and fay, that a certain 
taughabie tanfusim of ideas conftitutes a boll.* 

EngHsbman*-^^ Still there are engliib blun- 
ders of this deTcription. Do not you reoiem-i 
ber Blackmore'*s famous lines in prince Aithw i 

^ A painted veft prince Vortigern had on, 

* Which from a naked Pifil his grandfire won.* 

Have not we here a laughable confufion of 
ideas f and in another paflage^ where the fame 
jpoetfays, 

' He roared fo loiid, and looked fe wond'rous* 

grim, 
•• His very Ihadow durft not follow hitn.* 

Sc^uiman.^'^TQ many ipeo^\e, xJto tcw^^^^ile 
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mnd vulgar irifti would appear more laughable, 
merely becaufe it was Irifli, therefore we can- 
not make fhe propenfity to laughter in one man 
the criterion of what is ridiculous in another. 

Englishman. — * We have, however, a prece- 
dent for this mode of judging, in the laws of 
England, which are allowed to be the perfefti- 
on of human reafon. If a man fwear, that his 
neighbour has put him in bodily fear, he may 
have him fent to jail, if the accufed cannot find 
fureties ; and thus the feelings of the plaintiff 
become the meafure of the defendant's guilt.* 

Scotcbman.-^^ Well, fir, you feem not to havi 
any other definition ready for us. The eflcnce 
of a bull muftbe of the moft ethereal nature, fof 
notwithftanding our indefatigable refearch it has 
hitherto efcaped us. The crucible always breaks> 
in the long expefted moment of projefilion.' 

Irisbman.^^-^'- 1 have not the leaft inclination 
to recommence the procefs.* 

Englishman. — * Then you acknowledge, that 
there is no fuch thing in nature as an irilh.bull r*^ 

Irishman. — * Confcience forbid !' 

Scotchman.-^^ But if it exifts it could be dc* 
'fined/ 

JrisbmofL'-^'^ Not by me •, I am but a^ fotrK* 
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logician ; but I think I can give you an exam- 
ple of an irilh bull, in which are all the effen- 
tial requifites, incongruity, confufion,^nd laugh- 
lible confufion, both in thought and cxprefEon. 
When fir Richard Steele was a(ked how it hap- 
pened, that his countrymen made fo many bulls, 
he replied—^ It is the efFedl of climate, fir ; if 
9n EngUfliman were born in Ireland, he would 
make as many.' 

Scotcbmafu — * This is an excellent bull, I 
allow, but I think I can match it.' 

Englisbman. — * And if he can, you will al* 
}ovf yourfelf to be fairly vanquiflied V 

Jrisbman.-"^^ Moll willingly. * 

Scotcbman.-^^ Then \ Ihall owe my viftory 
^0 our friend, Dr. Johnfon, the leviathan of 
cnglifli literature. In his celebrated preface to 
Shakfpeare he fays, that ^ he has not only 
Ihown human nature as it a6ts in. real exigencies, 
but as It would be found in situations to njobicb it 
Cflnnot be exposed.^ Thefe are his own words, 
I think I remember them accurately.' 

The englifh gentleman fmilcd, and our Hi- 
bernian acknowledged, that the Scotchman had 
/airly gained the viftory. — * My friends, (added 
he), as I cannot pretend to be * convinced a- 
gaiaft my wiil,' I osrtainly am not 'of the fam* 
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Opinion flill/ But flay, there are ftich things as 
praftical lllills. Did not you hear of the Irifh- 
inan, who ordered a painter to draw his piSture^ 
and to reprefcnt him {landing behind a tree ?* 

EfigUshman. — ' No ; but I have heard the 
very fame ftory told of an Englifhmah. The 
dealers \n good jokes give them firft to one na^ 
tion and then to another, firft to one celebrated 
cliarafter and then to another, as it fuits the 
demand and faihion of the day-, juft as oup 
printfellers, with a few touches, change the 
^portrait of general Wafhington into the head of 
the king of France, and a capital print of fir 
John Reynolds into a ftriking likenefs of the 
MomterJ* 

Irishman — * But, alas, there are phyfiogmies 
fo ftrangely marked with national peculiarity, 
that it is impoflible todifguife them completely. 
On the face of certain things there are charac« 
terifticks, which cannot be counterfeited. -?- 
Englifhmen may, perhaps, fometimes make 
practical bulls, but they are of a different bree^i 
from ours.' 

V Englishman. — * Give. us an inftance ; I think 
if there be any eflential differences, I could be 
taught to know one bull vfrom another, though I 

9^i y 
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Ihould defpair of ever rivalling the Norfolk got 
herds, who pretend to know any on#goofe in & 
flock by the peculiarities of countenance.' 

Irishman. — 'Laugh, but hear tne^ — Could 
any one but an Irifhman have made the blunder 
of the boots. You probably have heard the 
flory twenty times. An irilh gentleman who 
had the gout, ordered his ftioemaker to make 
him a pair of boots j but bid him be furc to make 
one of ihem larger than the other.— The ftioe- 
maker made iwo boots, one of which fitted, the 
other was too fmalh The (hoemaker infifled 
upon it, that he Jiad executed the order which 
had been given him.' 

Scotchman. — * Do you reft the merit of this 
blunder upon the inaccurate ufe of the -wordpair, 
if you do, you are undone, for that inaccuracy 
is common out of Ireland. — * Oh ill matched 
pair !' is an exclamation you muft have heardj 
and why not an ill matched pair of boots.' 

Ei}glisbman*^^^ And if you be not yet fatisfi* 
ed, confole y ourfelf for your countryman's blun- 
der about7^r^<fr ^//c? /(?5^, by the praflical bull 
of our great mathematician fir Ifaac Newton, 
who, after he had made a large hole in his fludy 
doQr for bis cat to creep through, made a imaU 
hole bejUdc ity fortheUiUxv^ 
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" Shotebman — • You will acknowledge, fir, thae 
this is as good a pra£tical bull as can be pro- 
duced, and that *none but himself cdSi be his 
paralleU 

, Irishman. — * Well, you muft alfo acknow- 
ledge,; gentlemen, that I have committed a prac- 
tical plunder all this time, in pleading againil 
inyfelf and my country.* 

Scotchman. — * You have only been trying 
xvhat could be faid againil your countrymen, on 
purpofe to ftiow hpw little could be produced ;. 
but there are many orators who plead againft 
themfelves in fober earnelt without intending 
it, and ^fter a world of preparation. I think 
it is faid, that Ifocrates took nineteen or twen- 
ty years to compofe a panegyric on the Athe- 
nians, which he begins thus — * The virtue and 
eiEcacy of eloquence is fo, great, as to be able to 
render great things contemptible^ to drefs up 
trifling fubje£ts in pomp and fliow, to clothci. 
what is old and obfolete in a new drefs, and put 
off new occurrences under an air of antiquity/ 
^ And is this, (fays Longinus^, what you are 
going to do V — You fee, (continued the Seotchi* 
man, fmihng), that I could not get; through the 
^ay without quoting my favourite Longinu^, bul 
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^ive me credit for fparing you the greek, and 
match my ancient bull in the ultima Thule if 
you can/ ^ ' ' 

The Irifhman was trying to recolledt fome of 
his countrymen's blunders, but the englifti gen- 
tleman interrupted him by faying, * I think / 
have alfo a modern bull, that will drive you off 
the field -, a political bull of a jefuit's ; you would 
hardly fufpeft ajefuit of a naivet^; a naivete, 
which, perhaps, was the caufe of the aboTilh- 
mentof the jefuit college at Pekin. — When the 
emperor of China expreffed his furprife at the 
immenfe power and territory of the king of Spain 
in South America, the jefuit, to whom he ad- 
dreffed himfelf, replied, that the miffionaries 
had beeH previouHy fent to convert the people to 
the r Oman catholic fattb^ after "wbicb their suhju^ 
gation followed of course.^ 
' Irisbfticm.'^* Probably this jefuit was an Irifh- 



man.* 



EngUsbman.'^-'^ Pardon me, he was a Spani- 
ard/ 

Irishman.— *1^6w we talk of jefuits, I am 
afraid that there may be heavier charges made 
againft my countrymen, than limply that of 
being blunderers and making of bulls. Did 
you never hear of irifti aoTwers and irlih 
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Witnefles. Vou are U)i> ingenuous to tindferftand 
their defence.* » . . 

Englishman. — ^* Ingenuoufly I think then^ 
th^t the ^aWt of 'giving indireft anfwers, which 
I certainly found to be prevalent in Ireland, \% 
not peculiar to the Irifti, but that it may be ini 
duced by certain treatment in any country, or 
in any climate. ' I am fure you recoUeft Brian 
Edwards's charafter of the Weft Indian ne- 
groes; it feems drawn for the Irifti, and' Ives 
gives a fimilar account of the cuhning of the 
negroes at Madras. I particularly remember^ 
that he fays they are remarkably quick arid rea- 
dy accountants, but they are fo very artful, they 
iiever declare their own computation firft; thej^ 
afk * what does niafter make account come to ?' 
if you fay more than it really is, they cry out, 

* Very right matter,* but if you make it lefs, 
tliey will be fure to correft your errour ; and if 
you deteft them in cheating, they plead the 
cuftom of their country, for their maxim is— 

* What white man forget, that God give black 
man ;* and tiiey dry, * Matter forgive this one 
time, I am poor foolifli fellow, what fliould I 
know ? Ah ! I fee mailer knows beft, God has 
made good head for mafla.' 

' Irishman. — * This is j uft the piCkurc oif a \uit^ 
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irifh labourer fettling aqcountST— * Your honouik 
knows beft, fure, — Is not it in the book ? — ^Not 
^4i4'p'orth do I know about it#! 

Englishman. — * But you ^ferve, that this 
cunning is a defefit arifing neceflarily from their 
fitaation, and the manner in which they have 
been treated, not from peculiarnational^harac- 
ter. When they find that God givejs them 
fometliing befide what their betters forget, the 
lo\yer clafles of people in Ireland.will turn their 
ingenuity to improve their own property, in- 
flead of cheating or chicaning their neighbours,* 
. Irishman. — ' Chicaning ; ay, there's the rub ; 
they cannot live without lawfuits, and irifli wit- 
neffes are 'damned to cverlafting fameV an 
irifh witnefs will Jet himfelf be driven over fa» 
much ground in evidence, that he is at laft quite 
fpeijit, and much to the amufement of the huntSm 
fiian lawyer*^ he throws himfelf at laft, at fome 
ihort unexpected turn, into the jaws of hi« 
purfuers.' 

Er^glishman. — ^ But in fpite of your fmile, 
you muft do your countrymen juftice ; their 
confciences are not more venal than thofe H)f 
their neighbours. Recollect the prailiccs of 

* The huntfman ghoft, — Drydeijf 
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the engUfti witneffes during the time of Olivet 
Cromwell, when taking a^falfe oath was deeme4 

'A breach 
* Of nothing but a form of fpeech,* 

And within this laft month lord Kenyon told 
certain englifli attornies, * that he dared not re> 
ceive their affidavits, left they fhould perjure 
themfelves. One man, (faid be), was perjured 
from head to foot,' and his lordihip bade him 
go down from the table and fin no more.' 

Irishman. -^^ But no englifh witnefs or at^ 
iSorney was ever guilty of the bull of fwearing to 
jtn et cetera.' 

^ Scotcbnian.^^^ If the Englifh were not, tha 
Italians were, witnefs the italian prayer, * Lord 
deliver us from the fury of mobs, the quipro- 
ques of phyficians, and the et eeieras of lawyer s.^ 
-After all it is not every honest mdxiy who i3 qua*, 
lifted to be a good witnefs. I was lately look> 
lag over the grand inftfudlions to the commi£i# 
fiftners for framing the ruffian code of laws» 
which is laid to have been c^mpofed by her im- 
perial majefly Catherine, emprefs of all the 
Raffias ; bat which, as I am credibly informed 
*ras drawn up. by a cciuxixr^ttvaxv ^1 \scj ^-^^v^ 
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the late lord Mansfield. Now the definitidrt of 
perfons qualified to be witnefs is very curious. 

* Every man of good fenfe, that is, whofc ideas 
h&ve a connexion witli'each other, and whofe 
fenfations fympathife with the fenfations of thofe 
who are like himfelf, is qualified to be a witnefs.' 
How few of any country, according to this teft, 
would be properly qualified to give evidence !* 

Irisbman.-^^ Party fpirit certainly warps the 
beft under/landings, and makes men fee what 
they do not fee, and hear whisit they do not hear. 
During the french invafiori of Ireland, two per- 
ibnsdf undoubted integrity> who lived in the 
lame houfe, kept journals of all that pafled. 
When the journals were compared, fcarcely a 
point of refemblance could be difcovered. His- 
toric doubts are not, perhaps, the leaft ufefi^ 
partof hiftory.* 

Engtishman.''^'' So we have reafon to appre* 
hend, fince the gi*eat gen. Schomberg advifed 
an hiflxjrian*'^ to beware of giving or pretending 
to give precife accounts of engagements and 
battles, becaufe he declared he had never beta 
able, in time of aftion, to fee exa£tly all that 
was pafiing. Such a confeflion could be mad^ 

• ■ - • ■ . ^ ■ ' ■ ' *. 

. * .Michel. deVaflbr» 
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oaly by a truly great man. In civil coirimo* 
tions, the difficulty of feeing and hearing with 
impartiality muft be increafcd beyond the poWf 
er of calculation.' 

Scoubman."^^ Affuredly. But people who 
are diftiirbed neither by the dint of battle nor 
party fpirit, even calm philofophers are fome- 
times known to cxaggarate a little. Were either 
df you gentlemen ever eledtrified ?* 

Englisbman.*—*' Yes, I was eledtrified very 
lately at Walker's lefture*.* 

Scotchman. — * Arid did you find it a mofl tre»» 
tnendous operation ?' 

Englishman {laughing). — * Tremendous ! not 
in the leaft.^ 

Scotchman. — * But did not you immediately 
fee}, as if you had a heavy ftone upon your head? 
—Did not you apprehend, that you were in 
danger of an ardent fever, and did not you take 
refrigerating draughts ?' 

Endishman.'^^'' No I ! I took a good dinner 
of the roaft beef of old England^ and I felt no;f 
thing on my head but my hat' 

Scotchman. — * Indeed ! Then you are very 
unlike profeflbr Mufchenbroeck and Mr, Winck,. 
ler. Winckler took refrigerating medicines be- 
(caufe he thought h^ was in an ardent fevox % 
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Mufchcnbroeck was two days before he re- 
covered, and he protelled, that he would not 
take another fliock for the whole kingdom 
of France ! Dr. Prieftly may well fay, that it 
is curious to compare the real fenfation with 
the exaggerations of thefe early ele£tricians; 
You fee, fir, that not only irifh witneffes, but 
great philofophers, fomctimes err in evidence. 
Let us not make one nation the fcrapegoat for 
all the worid. Let us hear no more of irifli wit- 
fiefles, irifh bulls , and irifh blunderers.' 
- * Pardoa me,* faid the Hibernian, * we have 
ftill fome miles farther to go, and if you will 
give me leave, I will relate * an hibemian tale,* 
which exemplifies fome of the opinions held in 
this converlation.* 

The fcotch and englifh gentlemen begged to 
hear the ftory, and he began in tb^ following 
munner. . 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THE IRISH IKCOGNITO. 

Sf R John Bull was a native of Ireland, irecl 
tnd porn in the city of Cork. His real name 
was Phelim 0*Mooney, and he wiis by pro* 
feffion a stwchogb or walking gentleman ; that 
is, a perfon who iis too proud to earn his bread, 
and too poor to have bread without earning it. 
He had always been told, that rtone of his an*- 
ceftors had ever been in trade or bufinefs of any 
kind, and h^e refolvcd, when a boy, never to 
demean himfplf and family, as his elder brother 
had done« by becoming a rich merchant. Wheni 
-l^e grew up to be a young man, he kept this fpi* 
rited refolution, as long as he had a relation of 
friend in the world, who would let him hang 
upon them ; but when he was fhaken off by all, 
what could he (do but go into bufinefs j he chofij^ 
the moft genteel, bowever-^he became a wind 
merchant. I'm only a^wine merchant, faid h«r 
ip himfelf, and that is next door to being nothing! 
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at all. His brother furniflied his cellars 5 and 
Mr. Phelim O'Mooney, upon the ftrength of 
the wine that he had in his cellars, and of the 
money he ex petted J^Q make of it, immediately 
married a wif(p, fet up a gig, and gave excellent 
dinners to men who were ten times richer than 
he even ever exp^dedxo h^. In return for thefe 
excellent dinners, his new friends bought all 
their wine from Mr. 0*Mooney, and never p^d 
for it ; he lived upon credi^ himfelf, and gave 
fill his friends credit, till he became a bankrupt 
Then nobody came to dine with him, and every 
body found out that he had been very impru^ 
dent ; and he was obliged to fell his gig, but 
not before it had broken his wife*4 neck ; fo that 
'^vhen accounts came to be finally fettled, he 
was not much worfe than when he began the 
world, the lofs falling upon his creditors, and 
he being, as he obferved, * free to begin life 
^gain with the advantage of being once more a 
bachelor,' He was fuch a good natured, free- 
hearted fellow, that every body liked him, even 
his creditors. His wife's relations made up 
the fum of five ^hundred pounds for him, and 
his brother oiFered to takje him into his firm a^ 
partner ; but O^Mooney preferred, he faid, gp- 
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ing to try, or rather to make, his fortune in Eng- 
land, as he did not doubt but he fhould by mar- 
riage, being, as he did not fcruple to acknow- 
ledge, a perfonable, ckvef looking man^ and a 
great favourite with the fex* 

My laft wife I married for love, my next I 
^xpeft will do the fame by me, and of courfo 
the money muft come on her fide this time, faid 
our hero, half jefting, half in eamell. His elder 
and wifer brother, the merchant, whom he ftill 
held in more thati fufficient contempt, ventur- 
jed to hint fome flight objedlions to this fcheme 
of Phelim's feeking fortune in England. He 
obferved that fo many had gone upon this plan 
already, that there was rather a prejudice in 
England againft irifli adventurers. 
. * This could not affeft bim any ways,' Phe- 
lim replied ; * b&aufe he did not mean to ap« 
pear in England as an Iriihman at all.' 
-* How then ?^ 

* As an Englifliman, fince that is moft agree- 
aible.': 

* How can that be ?' 

* Who Ihould hinder it V 

Bis brother, hefitatingly, faid — * Yo^TfelC^ 

R 2 
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* Myfelf 1 — ^What part of myfelf ? Is it my 
«ongue ? You'll acknowledge brother^ that I 
do not fpeak with the brogue/ 

It was true, that Phelim did not fpeak with 
any irilh brogue , his mother was an englifh 
woman, and he had lived much with the eng- 
Jilh officers in Cork, and he had ftudied and 
imitated their manner of fpeaking fo fuccefsfully, 
that no one, merely by his accent, icould have 
.gueffed that be was an Iiifliman. 

* Hey ! brother I fay !' continued Phelim, in 
A triumphant englifh tone; * I never was takea 
lor an Irilhman in my life. Colonel Broadma» 
told me the other day I fpoke Englifh better 
than the Englifh themfelves ; that he ihould 
take me for an Englilhman, in any part of the 
known world, the moment I opened my lips< 

You mufl allow, that not tHe fmallefl parti- 
cle of brogue is defcernible on my tongue.' 

His brother allowed, that not the fmallefl par. 
tide of brogue was to be defcerned upon Phe- 
lim's tongue, but feared that fome irifh idiom 
might be perceived in his converfation — And 
then the name of O^Mooney ! 

^ O, as to that, I need not trouble an ^ of 
parliament, or even a king's letter, jufl 10 
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tliange t»y name for a feafon ; at the Vorft t 
can travel and appear incognito.' 

^Always?* 

« No— only juft till Pm upon good term* 
yith the ladjr-^— MPs. Phelini 0*Mooney that 
l^'to be,; God MnHfng— Never fear, nor (heak 
your head, brother — you men of bufinefs are 
out of this line^ and not proper judges ; I beg 
your pardon tM faying fo : but as you are my 
Qwn brother, and nobody by, you'll excufe 

His brother did excufe him, but continued 
filentlor fome minutes ; he was pondering up* 
Qn the means of perfuading Phelim to give up 
tbis:fehs€^e-* : 

: >I.;^auld lay you any wager, my dear Phe- 
lliQ, (f^d he), that you could not continue four 
d*3rS|^ in. England, incognito.* 

* Done ! (cried Phelim). Done for a hun- 
dred pounds i done for a thoufand pounds, and 
ifelcome.^ 

. * But if you loie, how: will you pay J' 

* Faith ! that's the laft thing I thought of— 
Kmg»re of winnmg.*< ? 

* Thfen you will not objeft to any mode of 
paytnenti fiiall.propoic.' - 

R3 
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* Ndhe-*-only remembering always, that 1 
was a bankrupt laft week, and fhall be little 
better till I'm married 5 but theii Pli pay you 
honcfiljr, if Ilofe.' 

* No, if you lofe I muft be paid before that 
time, my good fir, (faid his ^brother laughing). 
My bet is this ; I will lay you otte hundred gui- 
neas, that you do not remain lour days in Eng- 
land incognito: be upon honouf with me, and 
promife, thatj if you lofe, you will, inftead of 
laying down a hundred guineas, come back im-* 
mediately and fettle quietly again tobufinefs.^ 

The word business was alwavs odious to our 
hero's proud ears ; but he thought himfelf fo fe- 
cure of winning his wager, that he willingly 
bound himfelf in a penalty, whicb^ he believed 
would never become due ; and his generous 
brother, at parting, made the bet ftillmare fe* 
vourable, by allowing that Phelfm ihouldnot be 
deemed the lo£br, unlefs he was, in the courfe 
of the firft four days afker he touched engliih* 
ground, tiete&ed eight times in being an IriiSi- 

* Eight times ! (cried Phelim). Good by to a 
hundred guineas,: brother, you may fey.* 

• You may fay !' echoed his brother, and fo 
^eyparte^jji 
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Mr. Phelim OMooney the next morning 
failed from Cork harbour with aprofperous gale, 
and Vhh a cortfidenGC iii his own fuccefs, which 
fupplies the place of aufpicious omeng. He^ 
embarked at Cork to go by long fea to London, 
and was driven' into Deal, where Julius Caefar 
once landed before him, and with the fame re- 
folution to fee and conquer. It was early in thc; 
morning. Having been fea lick he was iitipa- 
trent, as foon as he got into the inn, for hit 
breakfaft. He \iras ftiown into a room where 
ihree ladies were waiting to go by the ftape r 
his air' of eafy confidence was the bell poiSbte 
mtrodudtion. 

* Would any of th6 company choofe eggs ?* 
laid the wiiter. 

V * I never touch an egg for my Ihare,* faid 
O'Mooney, carelefsly ; he knew that it iva$- 
fiippofed to be an irifli cuftom to eat eggs at break* 
faft; and when the malicious waiter afterward 
fat a plate full of eggs in fait upon the table, 
our hero magnanimoufly abRained from them ; 
he even laughed heartily at the ftory told by one 
oT the ladies of an Hibernian at Btxtbn^ W^O 
declared, that * no cngEfh hen evcrUid^' i^e& 
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O^Mooney got through break&ft much tohi* 
own fatisfadVion^ and to that of the ladies, whom 
^e hafi taken a proper Qccafion to call the three 
grgcesj and whom he had informed, ;tliat he 
was an o/lc/ baronet of an englifb family, and that 
his name was fir John BulL The, youngell of 
the graces civily obferved, * that whatever elfe 
he might be, Ihe ftiould never have taken him 
for tai old baronet.' The lady who made this 
^ech w,a5 pretty ; but 0*Mooney had pene- 
tration enough to difcover, in the courfc of th€ 
convex fation, that ftie and her companions were 
fer from being divinities : his thrjee graces were 
a green grocer's wife, a tallow chandler's wi- 
dow, and a millioner. When he found that 
thefe ladies were likely to be his compapiqns, if 
l^eweri^ to travel, in the cqachi^e- cb^gedhis 
I^lan, and ordered a ppftchaife and four. . 

O'Mooney was not in dangerl>f making any 
valgar irifh blunders in paying his bill at ^n inn. 
No landlojrd or y^aiter could have fufpeftqd him, 
efpecially as he always left them to fe.^tle, t^ie 
matter firtt,. and then looked over the bill and 
mon^y with a carelefs gentility, fajring— * Very , 
ri^ht, or * very well, fir ;' wiffsly calculating, 
that it was better to lofea few ihiliings Qnlli4^, 



IRTSH BULLS: i^p 

road, than tolofe a hundred pounds by the rilk 
of hibernian mifcalculation. 

Whilft the chaife was getting ready, he went 
to the cuftomhoufe to look after his baggage. 
He found a red hot countryman of his own there, 
roaring about four and four pence, and fighting 
the battle of his trunks,' in which, he was ready 
to make affidavit, there was not nor never had 
been any thing contraband ; and when the cuf^ 
tomhoufe officer replied, by pulling out of one of 
them a piece of irifh poplin, the Hibernian fell 
immediately upon the Union, which he fwore 
was Difunion, as the cuftomhoufe officers ma- 
naged it. Sir John Bull appeared to much ad- 
vantage all this time, maintaining a dignified 
filenee ; from his quiet appearance and deport- 
ment, the cuftomhoufe officers took it for grant- 
ed, that he was an Englifliman, — * He was in 
iio hurry— he begged that gentleman's bufinefa 
might be fettled firft — he would wait the offi- 
cer's leifure, and as he fpoke he played fo dex* 
teroufly with half a guinea between his fingers^ 
as to make it rifible only where he wilhed. The 
cuftomhoufe officer was his humble fervant im- 
mediately ; but the Hibernian would have been 
bis enemy, if he had not CQngiliatedhim by Qh- 
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ferving— * that ^ven Engliftimeft mufl: allow 
there was fomething very like a bull, in pro* 
feffing to make a complete identification of the 
two kingdoms, whilft, at the fame time, certain 
regulations continued in full force to divide the 
countries by art, even more than thfe britifli 
channel does by nature.* 

Sir John talked fo plaufily, and, above all, fo 
candidly and cooUy on irifli and englilh politics, 
that the cuflomhoufe officer converfed with 
him, for a quarter pf an hour, without gueffing 
of what country he was, till in an unlucky mo- 
ment Phelim's heart got the better of his head* 
Joining in the praifes beftowed by all parties on 
the condu£t of a dillinguifhed patriot of his own 
country, he, in the highth of his entbufiafm, 
inadvertantly called him the speaker. , 

• The speaker P laid the officer. 

* Yes, the fpeaker — our fpeaker !' cried Phe-» 
lim, v/ith exultation. He was not aware how^ 
he had betrayed hinflTelf, till the officer fmiled 
and faid — 

« Sir, I really never fhould hfve found out 
that you were an Irilhman, but from the man- 
ner in which you named your countryman, wha 
is ;ts highly thought of by all jartie s Jft ; jtl^ff 
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ooantry as in yours ; your enthufiafm does ho- 
nour to yoar heart.* 

* And to my head, Pm fure, (faid bur hero,; 
' laughing with the beft grace imaginable). 

* Well ! I am glad you have found me out in 
this manner, though I lofe the eighth part of J^ 
bet of a hundred guineas by it.' 

He explained the wager, and begged tha 
cuftomhoufe officer to keep his fecret, which he 
promifed to do faithfully, and aflured him, thaP 

* he ftiould be happy to do any thing in his pow- 
er to ferve him.* Whilft he was uttering thefe 
laft words, there came in a fnug, but foft look- 
ing Englifliman, who opining from the words 

* happy to do any thing in my power to ferve 
you/ that O'Mooney was a friend of the cuf- 
tomhoufe o fficer's, and encouraged by fomething 
affable and good natured in our hero's counte- 
lianoe, crept up to him, and whifpered'a re- 
queft — 'Could you tell a body, fir, how to get 
out of the cuftornhoufe a very valuable box of 
Scvre china, that has been hying in the euftom* 
houfe thefe three weeks, and which I was com.- 
miffioned to get out if I could, and bring up to 
town for a lady.' 

As a lady was in the cafe, O^Mooney V;|^{^ 
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lantry inftantly made his good nature effeAivet 
The box of Sevre china was produced, and 
opened only as a matter of form, and only as a 
matter of curiofity. It's contents were exa- 
fniwd'— ^ beautiful fct of Sevre china and a 
penduLe, faid to hav^ belonged to M. Egalite ! 
Thefe things muft be intended, faid Phelim, for 
ibme lady of fuperiour tafte or fortune. 

As Phelim wa3 a proficient in the focratic art 
of putting judicious interrogatories, hewasfoon 
mafter of the principle points it concerned him 
to know : he learnt that the lady was rich-^a 
fpintter — of full age-r-at her own difpofal-^ivf^ 
ing with a fingle female companion at Black* 
heath— furnifhing a hpufe there in a fuperiour 
ftyle— rh^ two i:arriages — her chriltian name 
Mary— ^her fir name Sharperfon. 

O'Mooney, by the blefling of God, it fhall 
foon be, thought Phelim. He politely offered 
the flngUlhman a place in his chaife forhimfelf 
and Sevre chinji, as it was for a lady, and would 
run great hazard in the flage, which bdides wa^ 
full. Mr. Queafy, for that was our foft Eng* 
liftiman's name, was aftoniflied by our hero'j 
condefcenfion and aflFability, efpecially as h^ 
heard him called fir John ; he bowed fundry 
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times as low, srs the fear of lofing his wig 
would permit, and accepted the polite offer with 
many thanks for himfelf and the lady concern^, 
^d. 

Sir John BulPs chaife and four was foon rea- 
dy 5 and Queafy, feated in the corner of it and 
the Sevre china fafely flowed between hiskneei 
— Captain Murray a fcotch officer, was ftandin^ 
at the inn door, whofe eyes were intently fixed 
on the letters that were worked in nails on th6 
top of fir John's trunk ; the letters were P* 
0*M. Gur hero, whofe- eyes were at leaf! as* 
quick as the Scotchman's, was alarmed left thi^ 
ihould lead to a fecond deteftion. He called 
inftantly, with his ufual prefence of mind, to^* 
the hoftlet, and defired him to uncord tbat trunks 
as it was not to go with hini, raifing his voice^ 
loud enough for all the yard to hear, he added— 
* It is not mine at all, it belongs to my friend 
Mr. O'Mooney, let it be fent after me, at lei- 
fure, by the waggon, as direfted, to the icare of 
fir John BuH.' 

Our hero was now giving his invention a pro4 
digious quantity of fuperfluous trouble ; and< 
ttpon this occafion, as upon mjoit ^th^rs, be m^, 
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more in danger from ewefs than deficiency of 
ingenuity ; he was like the man in the fairy tale, 
who was obliged to tie his legs left he fliould 
outrun the objeO: of which he was in purfuit. 
The fcotch officer, though his eyes were fixed 
on the letters P. O'M. had none of the fufpici- 
ons which Phelim was counterafting, he was 
only confidering how he could a(k for the thirij 
place in fir John's chaife during the next ftage^ 
as he was in great hafte to get to town upon par- 
ticular bufmefe, and there were no other horfej; 
at the ini^. When he heard that the heavy 
baggage was to go by the waggon, he took cou- 
rage, and made his requeft. It was inftantly 
granted by the good natured Hibernian, who 
ihowed as much hofpitality about his chaife, a$ 
jf it had been his houfe. Away they drove as 
faft as they could. Frefh dangers awaited at 
the next inn-r- he left his hat upon the table in 
the hall whilft he went into the parlour, and 
when he returned, he heard fome perfon inquir- 
ing what irifti gentleman was there. Our hero 
was terribly alarmed, for he faw that his hat was 
in the inquifitor's hand, and he recoUeded that 
the name of Phelim 0*Mooney was written ia 
it. This, the inquifitive gentleman did not fef^ 
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for It was written in no very legible eharafters 6a 
the leather within fide of the front ; but * F^ 
Gueft, Hatter, Dame-ftreet, Dublin,' was a 
printed advertifement that could not be mif- 
taken^ zndtbat was pafted within the crown. 
O'Mooney's prefence of mind did not forfakis 
him upon this emergency. 

^ My good fir,' faid he, turning to Queafy^ 
trho, without heating one word of what was 
f)afling, was coming out of the parlour with his 
own hat and gloves in his hand ; * My good fir,* 
continued he, loading him with parcels, * will 
you have the goodnefs to fee thefe put into the 
carriage — I'll take care of your hat and gloves,* 
added O'Mooney in a low voice, Qiicafy fur- 
rendered his hat and gloves inftantly, unknow- 
ing wherefore : then fqueezed forward with his 
load through the crowd, crying — * Waiter ! hoft- 
kr ! pray fomebody put thefe into fir John Bull's 
•haife/ 

Sir John Bull, equipped with Queafy' s hat, 
marched deliberately through the defSfe,' bowing 
with the air of at lead an englifli cotirtty mem- 
bet to this fide and tathat, as way waS made 
for him to his carriage. No one fufpefiled, that 
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«he hat belonged to him ; no one, indeed, thought 
of the hat, for all eyes were fixed upon the man ; 
fcated in the carriage, he threw money to the 
waiter, hoftler, and boot, drew up the glafs, 
bidding the poftillion drive on. By this cool 
&lf poffeffion our hero efFefted his retreat with 
iuccefsful generalfhip, leaving his new Dublin 
fceaver behind him, as bona viata, without re- 
gret Queafy, before whofe eyes things paffed 
continuall}'' without his feeing them, thanked 
fir John for the care he had taken of his hat, 
drew on his gloves, and calculated aloud how long 
they Ihould be going to the next ftage. At the 
firft town they paffed through, O'Mooney bought 
^new hat, and Queafy deplored the unaccount- 
able miftake by which fir John's hat was forgot- 
ten. No further mistakes happened upon ihe 
journey. The travellers rattled on, and nei- 
ther ' ftinted nor flayed,' till they arrived a^ 
Blackheath, at Mifs Sharperfon's. Sir John 
fet Queafy down without having given him the 
leaft hint of his defigns upon the lady ; but a» 
^ he helped him out with the Sevre china, he 
looked through the large opening double doors 
of the hall and flightly faid— •* Upon my w&fcL 
(his feems to be a handfome houfe ; it would 
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& wofth looking at, if the family were not at 
home/ 

* I am morally fure, fir John/ p\d the fofk 
l^eafy, • that mifs Sharperfon wotild be happy 
to let you fee the houfe to night, and this mi- 
nute, if ihe knew you were at the door, and who 
you were, and all your "civility about me and 
the china. — Do pray walk in.* 

* Not for the world — a gentleman could not 
do fuch a thing without an invitation from the 
lady of the houfe.' 

* Oh, if that's all ? Pll ftep up myfelf to the 
young lady — I'm certain (he'll be proud ' 

* Mr, Queafy by no means — I would not have 
the lady diflurbed, for the world, at this un« 
feafonable hour. — It is too late — quite too late.' 

^ Not at all, begging pardon, fir John, laid 
Queafy, taking out his watch : * only juft tea 
lime by me. — Not at alt unfeafonable for tuy 
body ; befides, the mcflage is of my own head— • 
all you know if not well taken* * 

Up the great (laircafe he made h$lid to go on 
his miffion, as he thought, in defiance of fir 
John's better judgment. He returned in a fevir 
sainutes with a face of felf complacent e^^uUati^ 
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•n, ^Wd/xnifs Sharperfon's complimentis, afid be^ 
£r John Bull will walk up and reft himfelf with 
a difli of tea, and has her thanks to him for the 
china. 

Now Queaiy, who had the higheft opinion 
poflible of fir John Bull and of mifs Sharperfon, 
whom he thought the two people of the greateft 
confequence and affability, had formed the no- 
tion- that they were made for each other, and 
that itpuftbe a match if they could but meet. 
The meeting he had now happily contrived and 
effeded ; and he had done his part for his friend, 
fir John, with mifs Sharperfon, by as many ex- 
aggerations as he could utter in five minutes, 
concerning his prodigious politenefs, and cou- 
rage, his fine perfon and carriage, his ancient 
fcimily, and v^ conncftions and importance 
wherever he appeared on the road, at inns and 
over all England. He had previoufly, during 
the journey, done his part for mifs Sharperfon 
with fir John, by dating, that— < fhe had a large 
fortune left her by her mother, and was to have 
twice as much from her grandmother ; that ihe 
had thoufands upon thoufands in the funds, and 
an eftate of two thoufand a year, called Rafcdlly, 
in Scotland, befide plate and jewels without 
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, Thus prepared, how could this lady and gen- 
tleman meet without falling defperatcly in lovi 
ivith each other ! 

Though a fervant, in handfome livery, ap- 
peared ready to fhow fir John up the great flair* 
cafe, Mr. Queafy a£led as a gentleman u(her, 
or rather as (howman. He nodded to fur Johnv 
as tliey palFed acrofs a long gallery and through 
an antichamber, threw open the doors of various 
apartments, as he went along, crying — * Peep 
in ! peep in ! peep in here ! peep in there !— 
Is not this fpacious ? Is not this elegant ? Is not 
that grand ? Did I fay too much ?* continued he> 
rubbing his hands with delight. ' Did you ever 
fee fo magnificent, and fo highly polifhed fteel 
^ates out of Lon'on ?' 

Sir John, confcious that the fervant's eye* 
were upon him, fmiled at this queftion, *look« 
cdfiiperiour down,* and though with relufilant 
^omplifance he leaned his body to this fide or 
that^ as Qiieafy pulled or fwayed, yet he ap* 
peared totally regardlefs of the man's vulvar re- 
fledlions. He had feen every thing as he paffed, 
and was furprued at all he faw ; but he evinced 
not the flighteft fymptom of aftonifliment He 
was now ufhered into a fpacious well lighted v""^ 
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partment ; he entered with the eafy ullembaN 
rafled air of a man^ who was perfe£tl7 acca(loni« 
ed to fuch a home* His quick coup d^oeil took 
in the whole at a fingle glance. Two magnifi- 
cent candelabras flood on egyptian tables at the 
farther end of the room, smd the lights were rc-^ 
flexed on all fides from mirrors of no common 
fize. Nothing feemed worthy to attra£t our 
hero's attention but the lady of the houfe, whom 
he approached with an air of diflmguiihed re« 
fpc^. She was reclining on a turkifh fcrfa — ^hef 
companion befide her, tuning a harp. Mift 
Sharperfon half rofe to receive fir Joha : he paid 
his compliments wkh an eafy, yet refpeftful air» 
He was thanked for his civilities to the person^ 
who had been eommiffioned to bring the box of 
Se vre china from DeaL 

* Vaftly forry it Ihould have been fp trouble* 
fbme/ mifs Sharperfon faid, in a voice falhion* 
ably unintelligible, and with a moft becoming 
yet intimidating nonchalance of manner. Inti^ 
midating it might have been to any man but our 
hero; he who had the happy talent of catching^ 
wherever he went the reigning manner of the 
•place, replied to the lady in equal drains ; and 
ihe, in her turn, feemed to look on him more w 
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her equal. Tea and coffee were ferved. No^ 
things were talked of quite eafily by fir John^ 
He praftifed the art * not to admire,' fo as to 
give a juftly high opinion of his tafte, confe- 
quence, and knowledge of the ^orld. Mifi* 
Sharperfon, though her nonchalance was much 
diminifhed, continued to maintain a certain dig- 
nified referve, whilft her companion, mifs Feli- 
cia Flat, condefcended to afk fir John, who had 
doubtlefe feen every fine houfe in JEngland and 
on the continent, his opinion with refpefl to the 
furniture and finifliing of the room, the placing 
of the egyptian tables and the candelabras. 

No mortal could have guefled by fir Johi> 
BulPs air when he heard this queftion, that he 
had never feen a candelabra before in his life« 
He was fo much, and yet feemingly fo little up- 
on his guard, he dealt fo dexteroufly in generals^ 
and evaded particulars fo delicately, that he 
went through this dangerous converfation tri- 
umphantly. Careful not to protract his vifit 
beyond the bounds of propriety, he foon rofe to 
take leave, and he mingled * intrufion, regret, 
late hour, happinefs, and honour,' fo charming- 
ly in his parting compliment, as to leave the 
moft favourable imprefficni on the minds of botK 
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the ladies, and to procure for himfelf an inirU 
tation to fee the houfc the next morning. 

The fir ft day was now ended, and ouf hertf 
had been deteded but once* He went to reft 
this night well fatisfied with himfelf, but much 
more occupied with the hopes of marrying the 
heirefs of Rafcally thaai of wmning a paltry 
bet. 

The next day he t^aited tip6n the ladies ia 
high fpirits. Neither of them was visible^ but Mr. 
Queafy had orders to (how him the houfey which 
he did with much exultation^ dwelling particu- 
larly in his praifes on the beautiful high polifh of 
the fteet grates. Queafy boafted!, that it wa» 
he that recxjmmended tlieiromnonger, who fur- 
niflied the hoafe in that line, and that his bill, as 
he was proud to ftate, amounted to many many 
hundreds; Sir John, who did not attend to one 
word Qaeafy had faid, went to examine the 
map of the Rafcally eftate, which was unrolled, 
and he hadleifure to count the number of lords 
and ladies vifiting tickets which lay upon the 
chimney piece. He faw names of people of 
the firft quality and refpeftability j it was plain, 
that mifs Sharperfon muft be a lady of high fa- 
mily as well as large fortune^ eUe ihe would no^ 
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be vifited by perfons of fuch di{tin£tion« Our 
hero's paflionfor her mcreafed every momeht. 
Her companion, mifs Flat, now appeared, and 
erftered very freely into converfation with fir 
John, and as he perceived that flje was commif* 
fionedtofit in judgement upon him, he evadecj 
all her leading queftions, with the ikill of an 
irifli witnefs i but, without giying any hiber- 
nian anfwers, (he was fairly at a fault. Mifs 
Sharperfon at length appeared, elegantly dreffed, 
her perfon was genteel.and her face rather pret- 
ty. Sir John, at this inftant, thought her beai^^ 
tiful, or feemed to think fo. The ladies inter- 
changed looks, and afterward fir John found ^ 
foftnefs in his fair one's manner, a languifhing 
tendernefs in her eyes, in the tone of her voice, 
and at the fame time a modefl; perplexity and 
referve about her, which altogether perfuad«(J 
him, that he was quite right, and his brother 
quite wrong, en fait d* amour. Mifs Flat appear- 
ed now to have the moil felf poffeffion of thcf 
three, and mifs Sharpwrfon looked at her, fronji 
time to time, as if flie afked leave to be in love^ 
3ir John's vifit lafted a full half hour, before hf 
was fenfible of having been five minutes engsg- 
jwi in tMs deli^tful converfation. 
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Mifs Sharperfon's eoach now came to the 
door; he handed her into it, and ihe gave him a 
parting look, which fatisfied him all was yet fafe 
in her heart. Mifs Flat, as he handed her in- 
to the carriage faid, * Perhaps they fliould meet 
fir John at Tunbridge, where they were going 
in a few days.' She added fome words as Ihe 
feated herfelf, which he fcarcely noticed at the 
time, but they returned afterwards difagreeably 
to his memory. The words were, * I'm fo glad 
weVe a roomy coach, for of all things it annoys 
me to be squeedged in a carriage.' 

This word squeedged^ as he had not been 
irfcd to it in Ireland, founded to him extremely 
vulgar, and gave him fufpicions of the mod pain- 
ful nature. He had the precaution, before he 
left Blackheath, to go into feveral fhops and in^ 
quire fomething more concerning his fair ladies. 
All he heard was much t(Hh«ff^4y mintage, thai 
is, much to the advantage of Mifs Sharperfon'f 
fortune. AU agreed that ftie was a rich fcotch 
heirefs. A rich ibotch heirefs, fir John wifely 
jGonfidered, might have an bumble jcompanion, 
who fpoke bad Englifli. He concluded that 
squeedged wzs Scotch, blamed himfclf for his fut 
picions, and was more in love with his miftrefs 
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tndrwHh himfelf than even As he returnecl to 
town, he framed the outline of the triumphant 
letter to his brother on his approaching marri- 
age. The bet was a matter, at prefent, totally 
beneath his confideration. However, we muft 
do him the juftice to fay, that like a man of ho-- 
nour he fefolved, that as foon as he had woftt the 
lady*s heart he would candidly tell herhiscir- 
cumftanees, and then leave her the choic6 
cither to marry hini or break her heart as Iho 
pleafed Juft as he had formed this generous re* 
Iblution, at a fudden turn of the road, he over» 
tookmifc Sharperfon's coach— he bowed and 
looked in as he paifed, when, to his aftonifh<« 
ment, lie law, squeedged up in the comet by 
mifs Feiicfia, Mr. Queafy. He thought that this 
was a blunder in coftume, that would never 
have been made in Ireland. Perhaps his mif- 
trefs was of the fame opinion, for fhe haftily 
pulled down the blinds as fir John pafled. A 
icold qualm came over the lover's heart. He 
loft no time in idle doubts an^ fufpicions, butp 
galloped on to town as fad as he could, and wen& 
immediately to call upon the fcotch officer witk 
iprhomii^ bad travelled, and w1;om he knev ^% 

Z ■ •■ ■ 



be keen and pmdent > He recblleSed ihe imp 
of the Rafcilly eibte^ which he faw in nu& 
Sharperfon's breakfaft room,* and he remember- 
ed, that the lands were &id to lie in that part 
pf Scotland from which captain Murray came : 
Irom him he relblved to inquire into the ftate of 
the premifes, before he ihould ,offer hknfelf as 
tenat fol* life. Captain Murray affured him, 
that there was no fueh place as Rafcally in that 
part of Scotland ; that he had never heard of 
fxiy fuch perfon as mifs Sharperfon, though he 
was acquainted with every family and every efc 
tare in the neighbourhood where fhe fabled her*© 
to be. O'Mooney drew from memory the map 
oi the Rafcally eft ate. Captain Murray exa-, 
mined the boundaries, and afluredhim, that his: 
coufin, the general's lands, joined his own, at 
the very fpot which he defcribed, and that un- 
lefs two ftraight lines could enclofe a fpace^ the 
|lafcally eftate could not be found. 

Sir John, naturally of a warm temper, pro- 
ceeded, however^ with prudence. The fcbtish 
pfEcer admired his fagacity in detefting this ad* 
yenturer. Sir John waited at his hotel fof 
Queafy, who had promifed to call to let him 
*%aov when the ladies would go to Tunbridgff 
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Queafy catne. Nothing could equal his aftonifh« 
ment and difmay when he? was told the news, 

^ * No fudh plStc^ as Rafcdlly eftate. Then Pnok 
RH undone maft J an undorte man!' cried poor 
Queafy, burfting into tears, ' but I'm certain 
it's iinpoffible, and you'll find, fir John, you've 
been mifinformed, I would ftake my life upon 
it, ^Ift- Sharperfon's a rich heirefs, and has a 
rich gVandmothen Why, flie's five hundred 
|)0unds i|| !tty debr^ and I know of her being 
fhotifands and thdufands in the books of as good 
ftien .as ttiyfelf to Whom Pve recommeded her, 
which I wouldn't have done for my life, if I had 
ndt- fcnbwn her to he folid. You'll find 0xe'U 
prove a rlclx heir efe ; fir John.' 

Sir John hopfed fo, but the proofs were not 
yet fatisfaSory. Queafy determined t6 inquire 
into her payments to certain creditors at Black- 
heath, and promifisd to give a decifive anfvver in 
the morning. - O-Mooney faw, that this man 
Was too grfeat arfool to be a knave ; his pertur- 
badoh was evidently the perturbation of a dupe, 
hot^of amaccoriiplkeV Queafy was macle to * be 
an anviU not a haiomer.^ In the midft of bia 
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own difappointment, our good natured hiberntlQ 
really pitied this poor currier»/ r- 

The next morning fir John Went early ta 
Blackheath. All was confuibn at mifs Sharper* 
ibiA^s houfe; the Heps covered with grates arid 
furniture of all forts; porters carrying out look- 
ing glaffes, egyptian tables, and candelabras f 
the noife of workmen was h^ardin every ipartr 
ment, and louder than all the reft, 0*MooneV 
heard the curfes, that were denoun(j||^ .^gaioft 
his rich heirefs-^curfes, futh sts are beftow^d 
on a fwindler in the moment of deteSion> by the 
tradefmen whom fhe has ruined. 

Our hero, who was of a moft happy temper^ 
congratulated himfelf upon having^ by his own 
wit and prudence, efcaped making the; pfa^l^al 
bull of ivarrying a female fwindler. * 

Now that Phelim's immediate hopes of mar- 
rying a rich heirefs were over, his bet with his 
brother appeared to him of more confequence, 
and he rejoiced in the refledipn,/ that this- was 
the third day he had fpent in England and that 
he had but once been idjetefted — ^The ides of 
J^arch were come, but not paffed ! 

f My lads/ f^d h^ to the workQien, who were 
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toufy to' carry nig out the fumituri from mifo 
Sbuppcrfoa's himSt^ ^ all hands are at work, I 
lee, in fanB^ag whiat they qaafrom the wreck of 
^oSJIxirper^orL Sfhthff^ well fitted out a 
9seffely^md ia as gallant trim as any fhip upon 
thd face >of the earthi^ 

^ *' Shi j!) upem the fa^e of the yeartb P repeated 
tth ei^lifli porter with a fneer, • Ship upon the 
fac^o£the water^ you fliQuld fay> matter, but I 
take it you be*s an Irifhman.' 

; €><Mb(mey^fead reafon to be particularly vex* 
€d:Sat[betng detefted by this man, who fpoke^t 
mifer^ble jargon, and- who ieemed ^ot to have a 
Doery e>litenfive range ^ ideas. He was one of 
thofe h^f wtoed geniufles; who catch at the fha- 
liwwr of afl)i«fe*iiU. In fea, Phelim had mere- 
ly made Julipfefi lln^Oa, and had ufcd an expref- 
fi0h,,juflfifiabie-by the' aikthorityof the elegant 
and witty lord Ghefterfield, whofaid — no-^wha 
^me^ that tht^e^ngliih navy is the fineft navy 
vp(mth€ face '6f the '^arth! — But it was in vain 
for our hero tbffer^e the point — he was detefted 
4^110 inait^ how or by whom. But this was. 
<mlyi \fli febond'de^aion, and thtce of his four 
^ays of probation were paft 
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He dined thisds^ at captain Mtxrra3r^s;'i'fii 
the room in which the^ dined there wa8'a;'^& 
ture of the captam^ painted by RoQ^ney. Sir 
John, who happened to be^ feated oppofite ta it, 
obferved, that it was a^ veiy fine pifture — ^thc 
more he looked at it the mc^re he liked it. His 
admiration was at laft unluckily exprefled— ^he 
faid, Uhat's an incomparable, an itiin^table 
picture, it is abfolutely ttu^^ like tbantbeMri* 
ginal^.* ' .< i I 1 .- ■ ' u . ..: 

A keen fcotch Udy in cpjnpany fmile'd and 
Repeated, — More Hie than tb0 original Sir' John^ 
if I had not been toldtby my relative licire, that 
you were an Englifliman^ I ihould have fet you 
doon, from that fpeecli^ for an Iriihmai^' . r . 

This unexpe3:ed dete£tion broq^t the (;oIo^» 
for a mpment5 into fir John^s face $ but imme^ 
diatdy recovering, his ; prefence of itmn^, .h^ 

^ That was I acknowledge an eKfcjeJlent irifti 
bull ; but in the courfe of my ^t^Aisel$ l bav^ 
beard as good englifli bulls a$ irt^Pr o A ,o 

To this captain Murray rpplitelyjEiGOsded^ and 
Jbif produced fome l^^ghable inftance$id fuppbrt 

^ Thi( buU wasj:^ally made. 



itf th^affertidii', which gave the cxmveriation a 

^ Y Q^MoBms^ felt extreihely obfiged tw tte capi 
Itain ior^this, e^ecially as he faw, hf hiis cotiru 
.tenanceyTthiit h^ alfb hadfufpicionsr of the truthi^ 
3?he ' firft moment : he^ ifburid himfelf alone witH 
Mmmji bar hetaafakl' to him^— * Mairay, you 
lurd'toogood a fellow to iint>ofe wpoxt, even in jeftl 
3^ourr1sieett<:oantry woman gueffed the truA — I 
a(m an iriihiiian, but liot a fwindkr. Yoa fhall 
hs^ar ^hy I eDnceal my cwntry attd name i oa^ 
ly keepmy fecret tiHtb-moiTOW nighty or I ihaft 
lofe a hundred gaineas by my fr^nlOiefs/ 
^ OMooney then explained to him the nattirtf 
irf.bis ^t. — ^ This is only my third detefticTn^ 
aorad hatf<^ it voluntary, I mi^t^ fay, if X ehofik 
tniKlggle> which I fct*n to do/ 

^iCkptVm M%i«y was ftf much pleafed hy" 
this Qpennefsi> that as he (hook hands with- 
0*Mooney, he fai4«*-^'Glve me leave to tell! 
yxm^ fir, that even if you fho^ild lofe yoar Bet 
fay thisefrarik behaviow; 3rou Will have gaii^d a- 

hetter.thmg-'r^ friend.,*; 

Inthe-evenin^ oor hero MTCfnt With his friend 

and a party of gentlctmen to Maidenhead, near 

which plaeeift baltl^ was to b^ fougJxt the os^ 



iday, between two f«|aau» pugiHfSs,- l^rkk 
and Belcher* At the appointed time the' cdlkl^ 
b^tDii appeal^ upoa the fiage^ the wfe^e 4iox« 
ing€5>r^d ^.thi& gemki^en xm^^s'iciQ^ddt 
tdjibeh^ the fy^Sbiclei Phelim O^MdcnftQ^^i 
Hoaf t i»u fof the iriih . chaihpuiii Bcuiiie t . btii 
he kefn a^ard^ipoA hie tohgue^: and eveaJayi 
the ferWrance not tolM upon hid &i»Mtymssi?M 
liead. - How I mmy rounda wieise foughlt,; md ' 
hPWc jB^y mkiutea the figfaii llafted^ hiofr .tn^X 
Uojiv^ Wiere i;^ m jm each fide^^^t inrhicfaiwni 

cide or .relate, aa all this hasibeen fettlediin thfi 
Qewfpapeirs df the day i where aJfo it wfoC re* 
j^iaricecl, thjit Rpii^l^, wfeo loft the tettle»-i-^ 
f^fiptp s( ^jlcba^i Itnd left jlim^^ 

hour, while another iight:toi)k-:|)lajce^:':;:Thi» 
was very Teandalcni?^^ on the jMKt^of/fhisifriends^ 
fay^ th^ htimane ;ne\ffpaper Wflprianf as> the- 
poor maa m^ht poffibljr be^-dy ijaigi* • 

Ow hero O'Moohey '8 heart again got the bet» 
If r QChis head^. LEorgetfpAof his bet» foi^etful of 
every thing but humanity^ heimade-)itBil;?a5E»tlp 
to the cbiaifer wbcape Beurke jwaa left*—*^ How 
are you my g^y fdlowrf! faidlte. ^HCan YO^ 
lee at allwit^ Uie eye tfaat^f k&ock^ jQtit il 
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1 The brutal populace, who overheard thii 
(jueftion, fet up a roar of laughter-^^ A bull ! i 
bull! ah irilh bull! Did you hear the queftion 
this iriih gentleman afked his countryman ?' 
'• - * O^Modney was dete9:ed a fourth time, and 
this time he was not affaamed. There was one 
manin the crowd who did not join in the laugh j 
a poor Iriftiman, of the name of Terence M*Der- 
mod. He had in former times gone out a grout 
li^vnear Cork, with ouf hefor, and the moment 
be helrd His toice, h^ fpfang forwafd, and with 
uncouth but honeft demonllrationsf of joy, ex^ 
claimed,—* Ah, my dear m after ! tny deai* 
young matter! Phelinl O^Mooney, efq. And 
havi^ I found your honour alive again ? By tha 
bleffingof Gcwd above, Til never part you how; 
till I die ; and PU go to the world^s end to ferv«f 

O'Mooney wifhed him at the world's end thia 
inftant, yet could not prevail upon himfelf to 
check this affeftionate follower of the O* Mooney s« 
He, however, put half a crown into his hand, 
and hinted diat if he wilhed really to ferve him j 
it muft be at fome other time. The poor fellow 
throws down the nloney, faying—' He would 
leave him. ^Bid me do any tbin^, barring 
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jhat— No; you ftitU never p^r\ ifte. Do what 
you ples^fe wHb ftie, ifttU PU beclofe to your 
)^^art| like your, ow^^^^^^^l^'^- ^ ^^^ clokii 
if yoa will and wiU:ome> tea timia a diy^ i and 
Til be up again tifee H ninepln : only let Wie^i^fve 
your honour^ Pll 2(J0k no wage«> nor taiike none.' 
. There wnS rtoi withftinding this ; and whe-* 
ther oat hero'f 'good nature deceived Kim we 
i^iall not ^termitKhi bin^ he lillonght lit nioft pru^ 
dent, as.hec6uld not get rid' of T/steridey to tatei 
him into his fervice^ to let him into his fecret^ 
to make him fwear that he would never uttef 
the name of Wielini 0*Mo<mey during, the re^ 
mainder of this day. Tefence ht^d the fecret 
of the bet with joy, entered into the jeft with all 
the readinefsrof an, IriftHtian^ and iwtth lequaf jojf 
tnd feadineiVi fwote by tbe:fcai'd le^of tlie holy 
lamb, that he would never mention, even to hi^ 
own dog^ the name of Phelim O^Moondy, ^ «% 
good or bad, ' till pail twelve o'eloek ; andJSir* 
ther, that he would, till th^ clock flumld ftrike 
fbathour, call his mafter fm John BuH, ,aad xib* 
\hxt\g elfe, ' to . aU inien^ wo^jfen', nAd: drildcc% 
ttpdn the floor of Qod-s <^rfl*6iQn/ ^ f- r 
Satisfied with' the, fullnefs of tbl8,,oathi 
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tQffS T^feB€jei( M!Derai9d. He ^hoiwrefvef eon*! 
trivj^jJi ibisfore. he got therey to mabe^ a praQ:ical 
bj^l];, by iVhich luei < was detefiked i fifth time/- 
He got into the coaeh, which was driving fronp 
Loodoni inftead of that which was driving ta^ 
Eiondpn^ and he would hav^been carried rapid*' 
lyto Oxford, had not his man T^rei^ice^ aft(^P^ 
tljey Aad proceedeU a xnile and $ half on the 
tyjioag.road,. put his 'head dowb from the tWp' ^ 
-the coach, crying; as he looked in at the win-: 
4ow— * Matter, fir John Bull, are ydu there I 
Do you know we*r^ ift jhe wrong box, going to^ 
Oxford?' 

J ^ Your^mafter^san Irifliman, I dare to fay, 'ai> 
well as yourfelf,'. faid the coachman, as he let 
fir John out. He walked back to Maidenhead^ 
apd took a qhaife to town. 

It was fix o'clock when he got to London, and 
he went into a coffeehoufe to dine. He fat dowr^ 
l>9fide a gentleman who wak reading the new& 
l^aper.— ^* Any hews to day, fm' 

The gentleman told him the news of the day, 
^md then began to read aloud fome paragraphs in 
jt ftrong hibernian accent. Our hero was forrjr 
tb^ he had met with another countryman 5 but 
jie refolved to let a guard upoa his lips, and lie 



knew that his own acceat ccmld not betray hiMi' 
The ftraoger read on till he came to a trisd aboiit 
al^acy, which an old woman had left to her 
Cftts. — O^Moooey exclaimed — * I hate cats aU 
moft as much as old women ; and if I had been 
the englifli minifter, I would have iay^d the 
/d(fg tax upon czx^^ 

* If you h9id been ihe imi6minifter, you raean/ 
^dtbe ftranger fmiling; Vfor I perceive ooir 
you are a countryman ^f mypwii.' 

< How can you jhink fo, fir,' Xai^ O'Mc^ney ; 
• you have.no jr??3fon to fuppofe: fo from mjr.ac? 
eent, I believe,^ r~^, 

* Nona ia, life, quite tlje iHJtit^ary^ for ybj$. 
fpeak remJ^rkabl^ pure Ei'igliihjy^not the leaft 
note or half note qf the brogue ; but there's ano- 
ther fort of ^reemaCwi fign by which we Hibemi- 
ans know one another, ?«id are known all over 
the globe. Whether to call it a confufion of ex- 
preflion ,pr of ideas, I can't tell. Now ^n Eng* 
lilhman, if he had been faying what you did, fir,; 
juft no,w, would have taken time to feparate the 
dog and the }:ax, a^d he would have put the tax 
upon cats, and let the dpgjs go abo^t their bu- 
finefifc' <pur herp, sWith hijs ufudgopd humour| 
fckno^wMg^fi him&lf to jb^ fairly deteded* 



gdodlbuciiouri iitLD iriifiiitian x:^ t^e Whstl^^ 

£aild ta iiiinr"^pr<mided fid^E&Dht?8 

mirdigood humour 'than any man on dardu<^ ii-' 

fendg himfd^/^like tJid^hale, to; lie tlckled^eV^rt 
hg^ibefellotriVMitlithfe hatpoon, tiflthe findis Mrha'i 
]»^isjabbtLt{/andttidft-he'pajys'aw^,^^ 
thcifcibwvbqatJajr^ all^:td thc^4t^ 
tofyinkk ! you .w<)#i ' gJnre: me Idrediit inded^fof 
my good humour, if you knew what datigw y^ 
bavd put merin;by detecting me for an Irti^an* 
1 ha^re been fouTHdrout fix times, and if I bluti- 
dear twice more/before twelve o'clock this night/ 
I fhall lofe a hundred guineas by it : but I will 
make, fure of my bet ; for I will ga hom^ ftraight 
tilis: minute, lock' my felf up in my room, and 
i*M fajraword -to any mortal till the watchman 
criej? Vpaft twelve :D?clock,? then the faft* and 
lijngikrtjjof jriy iongue will be fairly oVer ; and 
iliyiW'U m^etmei.my; dear friend, attheKiiig^ 
Arms, we will have-' a good fujipor and Jtfe^ 
4after forevjec/ 
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PbeUm» pnrfiianttohis refiolut^y retitmed 
to hU] botplyiaad (hut bih^£Hit> in his iteom; 
wkere hie remained in perfeft fileace and ccmie- 
' quentfafeif feili about nine o'elock* Suddeslf 
he heard a great huzzaing in theibeet; he look* 
•d out of the wtndour and faw, that all the 
houfejB in the ftreet vrere illuminated. His land- 
lady came buriling into hiy, apartment^ followed 
hy waiters with candles. His fpirits inftiMljr 
lofe^ though he did not clearly know thi caufe 
of the rejoiciQgs,.i — * I give you joy» ma'am. 
What are you all illuminating fori' faid he to 
bis landlady. 

* Thank yeu, iir, with all my heart -^I am 
not fure. It is either fiir a great vidoryi or the 
|>eace. — Bob— waiter — Hep out^nd incjuire for 
the gentleman.' ' ; ' 

: The gentleman preferred ftcpping out toin-- 
quire Jbr himfelf. The illuminations were in' 
honour of ^ the peace. He totally forgot i his 
Ijeti his iilence> andbis prudence, inlhts fyih- 
pathy with the general joy. He waKced irapid-^' 
}y^ from ftreet to ftreet^ admiring the various 
idegant d<? vices. Axrowd.iv;is ftanding before 
^e windows of a jioufe, that was illuminated 
lyjtb ^extraordinary fplendour. He inquired 



whofe it was, and w2ls iftfwf ti§tf 3 tfeit it belonged 
to a codtta^r^ whohadmadeian immenfit forv 
ttine by the war. , ^:r 

* Then Pm fafe thefe tllamiimtiOM of his affe 
none of the moft fincere/ faid O'Mooney. The 
jtiobwere of his opimon ; and Phelim, who 
was now, alas ! worked up to the proper pitch 
for blundering, added, by way of pleafing his 
au^nce ftill more^-— ' If this contra^or had ii/uh 
ynifiated in charafter, it fhould have been with 
:dark lant horns ^ 

• Should it? by Jafusl thit wou*i be an iriih 
illumination,'' cried fomcf one, • Arrah, hpney t 
jrouVe an: Irifbman, whoever you are, aivi [hftve 
fpoke you mind ia charaften* 

Sir John Bull was vexed that tbiei pifeoe oI^h^ 
which he had aimed at the contraSor had recoil- 
cd upon himfelf. — * It is always^^ ais my c^iin* 
try man obfervcd, by halving too much wit that 
I blunder. The duce take me, if rfport'iafin- 
gle bon mot mbre this night* — This is only tny 
feventh dete&ion, I have an eighth blunder lUU 
to the good; and if lean but keep my wit to my- 
ielfc till I am out of Purgatory^ tfcen I will be 
in Uea/v^n, and may fing Itit triumipbe^ ii^- fpiti? 
ef^y-UrothjBf.* If •i:\isJoii- ^ 
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h Fw whattriy^ Phrtliri hk* not tftade it' dhy pifl 
of'hiibBti thatiheihoiildhirt fpeahnfe Wmfelf i* 
irifh idiom, or that he ftiould not tbink i bulb 
RefoWed to be as obftinately* ftlent as a monk of 
la Trappe^ he once more fliut himfelf up in his 
<:^lt and fell fafl afl^ep— -dreamed that fat bolli 
of Bafan encompaffetj him round abbut*^— thaa: he 
ran &&fti' z ftcep hill to ^efcape them^— ^that his 
foot ffif/pedi*-he rdled i to' -the bottom — ^fek the 
biltfd ^ttlgrns i«i Jiisi fide— ^feearJ-the bull bellowing 
in his ears — wakened — and found Terence 
M^J^e f irfocifcellow ing at his • room door- ^ 
! ^ S\t J^bn Ball I fir >^n -Boll I ihurder f mur; 
der ! ^r^tear mafter, fir JohnBiiil! murder, 
robbery, and reward ! let' me' in J for the love 
of the iioly, virgitt t they are all after you !' - 
' ^ * Who ? are you drunk^ Terence V faid fir 
John, opening the dooh "^ . ! ;:j f 

*i No, tjottheyare^mad-^allinad,^^: /:/ -: 
*Who?' ' r • 

• « '^ The eonftables. They are 'aJimtad entJifel^v 
ianditlie lord mayor, all along with' yoiU?- ho- 
nour's makii^.me fwear I wouldinot tell your 
fiiafiieri I Snisinbfy are all ^coming-i arined itii 
i>odyi'to rpxxtiy ini m jaiL for a forgery, AinUffti 
run back and tell them the truth-^wili I ?* > 
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^ * Firft tell iftc the truth, Wuad^cr V r . 

« ru ^ make ii\y , afficjavit J oieVcr blunfcred^ 
plafe your honour, but juft went to^ the mcf- 
chaait% as you .i)ifc4^ce4 with the drau^t, 
linged with the d^meil fwore not to utter tillpaflj 
twelve. I f i^efents the draught, and waits to bft 
paid. ^ Are.ypu Mr. Q'Mootiey 'js fervant V fay% 
one. of the clerks ^fter.a; while.— * Nq, Jifj not; 
at ,;i4l,; fir,' faid 1, ' tip fir John 'Bull's, at your 
forvice.'— He pu?al^s an4 pu?zle$ aiid afked mQ 
did I bring the draught, apd ^/^^s that yow wrijt-j 
ing at the bottom of it. I lUM ^ iK W^s j^iyj 
mafter*s writing, ^^ ^ohn £ull% and ao other, . 
They : whifperfc^ from one; up to t'othei^* i«id \ 
idld it was a forgery^ as I overheanl, and mufr 
go before the ms^or. With that, while the 
mailer, who "wa^ called down to be examined 
as to his o{^ion» was , putting on his glaiTes tor 
fpell it out, I gives them, one and all, the flip, 
and whips out of the ^:ftreet door and home to 
give your hc»ii6ur notice, and; have been break- 
ing my heart at the door this half hour to make 
you hear, and' new you have it ^H.' 

* I am in a -vrorfc dilemma now than when be- 
tween the horns of the bull,' thought fir John 

' ■.' U 3- 
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Ayfe^&nltifkm^nt ifidfolofe my bet, oi^ ^Ife 

,ifH« preferred ^gc^in^^jirii. .^ He refolved to 
^rft^Hd to be dumbj add^he i^harged Terence 
jSm t6 bstfity him. Theofficersof jiiftice came 
fo' takie him 'up^fiT JoHil refigtied- hlmfelf to 
tl^m;'makirtg-l^rt^^'that lie cbtild not fpealc. 
Hb w^ darriSi/biforftia mfegiffir^te. The mer- 
eteant ha*ififeVerfeen Mf. 'Phelim 6*^ooney, 
but ^(5i!tklTwear-to lus^'hand writing and figna- 
t(jffe,"*«vfcg^a«iy of his* letters and drktights. 
The::a^ftuyai Jn^'qiteftion W^s- produced.-^ Sir 
Jotei ,BuU >wo«ld n^i Aet jidkribidfedge bdr deny 
diei*gttatu^e^ but in dumb iho\v made fign^ of 
infjoG^nce. No art orperfiiafi6n'c6uldm^ehim 
Ipeak — ^he kept his fi^er- oil his ' lipSr One of 
*he bailiffs ibiFcred to op^n'fif Johnffi 'mouth. Sir 
John clenched his h^andiiriJ token, J that if they 
ittfedVioIcface he knei^tts^ilnedy;. Tpthema« 
giftratfe be was illbo\v«:>iatfid tt^fpe£t — ^^but the 
iaw, in.fpite of civility, muft take it's courfe^ 
Sir John Bull wasi committed to ^Newgate^ upon 
Arfpidoa of haviwg forged^ k\\6 mxho of PheKm 

Terenqe^M'Derm.odbeet his breaft, and call- 




^m^ HA tbeiftint^m'the iriflii calendar, 'iv^^em 
heg&wihe committal aduail}? mtiulaout^iandhik 
dear itiafier given o-tfer to;the conftables* nNoi- 
thing J)ot Ms ^wn oathi and his maftier's com- ^ 
niaadihg eye, which wa$ fixed upon him sit this 
inilant, could have made him forbeai* td uttei;, 
what he had never in his .life been before fo 
flrohgly tempted to tell— ^the truth. 

Determined to }ym h^is ,^?iger, our hero brav- 
ed the horrors of a prifon, and when he was 
fiairlyflocked injat Nargate, he perlifted in 
keeping efiteace till the clock ikufik twelve I 
ThdathfSlcharniLwas broken, and be fpoke^ Hi 
began talking to bimfelf, and finging af lond^ 
l^eipoffibly could^ ? //^ /r 

The next morning Terence, who was no m 
longer bound by his oath to conceal PhiJim's 
name^ hallened to liis mailer's correfpond^^n 
towii, toldithie whole ftory, and 0*Mooney^ii|| 
Kbelcated;! Having wpn his bet by bis wit ati^/ 
fle^dinefs^ be had naw the prudence to>^|||f|| up 
thefe adventuring fchemes, to which he ltia| fo 
nearly become. a dupe>; he returned immediately 
to Ireland %p. his brother, and determined - to 
fettle quietly to birfmefs. : His good broiber.paid 
him t}4e hundred guii^as mod j^fuUy> declar* 
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tiig». that ihe bad never' fpent a huxidnid gi4Mia 
J>etter in faia life^^ than in; recovering a brotherJ 
Phelimhad now conqaeredhis.fooliih diflike to 
4rade; his brother took him into fKattnerihip^ 
and Phelim O'Mooiiey never relapfed inta fir 
JohnBulL , > : 
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^ LoKG before this time, ouf readers mud have 
difcover^d our real difpofitions towards Ireland* 
it i& now time to throw ^ t^e maik, which 
fcas^ frequently flipped^ ""^de. In fptte of our 
awkward attempts to keep it on* Unable any 
longer to cfupport the tone of irony, where we 
feel fincere regard, we joyfully, fpeak in pur 
own charaSers, and avow, that we have been 
aU this titne friends in-difguife. Notwithfiand* 
ing our affefted farcafms, we explicitly declare 
our opinion, that the Iriih areian ingenious ge« 
gprous people ; that the bulls and Wunders, of 
which they are accufed, are often imputable: to 
their neighbours, or that they are juftifiaWec by 
ancient precedents^ or that they are produced 
by their habits of uHagJgur alive and witty ladp 
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l^age* ^y^iiat their good buihcmt^ istprodik^^ 
<ld:We know i not ; bot that it:jexrfts^ we are cerL 
feaim In' Iteland, the co^ntenahk^i antji heart e^« 
{Kind, at/tbe apptioachiafr wit and huTnouir r the 
poqreib labourer^ forgetsi^is poverty and toil itt 
the pleafure of enjoying a joke. Amongil aH 
<AzSis 6§ tiie people; provided no 'malice, is iob- 
Tioufly meaijtv npneT8aj3preherided,^ ' ; * oi 
' Thatfuch'isthecharadlei'.of thc'raajority ^f 
thenatiofir, there cannot to us be a niorot con- 
vincing and faiisfa£tory proof, thanlhe manner 
in which a latie pubircation * was received in 
Irelsfxdt^ ThelriSi were the firft to* laugh at the 
caricatdva "or their ancient foibles; and it writ 
^nef^lly tsiken itierety as good humoiiVed r^U 
Urf;^ not >as - Infulting fatire. If gratitude for 
ttjilff gefle«>ffiy hafe now' betrayed ufi unawarei 
itttd the language 'of p^anegyric^ we may hope 
for pard6ri frbtri the liberal of both nations; 
Tbofe who are thoroughly acc(uainted with Ire* 
land will nvoft readily acknowledge the- j^ittice of 
aur praxes ; ithofe who areiignorantof the cbun» 
try will not, perhaps, be difpleafed, to have their 
knowledge of tlic peopfe of Ireland extended. 



'Many foreigri''p;(Stures of Irilhmen are as groj* 
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4iefi}ae arid ahfurd :ai the Cbinte^s ^i^tin'e dF 
lions; having .nerjer feetitbiJt animal, the €lm 
x^efe cad paint him x)nl]r)fit>m iSaedeftriptions of 
yoyzg^vSj which are fometiihes ignoranitlf^ fbme- 
times Wantonly, fometimes maltck>til!y exagge* 

• In M. de Voltaire's Age 6([< Lewis the Four* 
teenth, we find the followingpaffjage.:— ** Some 
liatiohs Teem made to be fubjeft to othet'si^ The 
Englifh had always over the Jrifli the foperiority 
of genius, wealth, and arms. Tbe superiority 
wohicb the whites have over the negroe^.^^ 
: A note la a fubfequent edition Itifbitos i^ 
that the injurious expreflion--r'* itbe superiority 
tfi^kb tie whites bai^ 0ver j^ negroes ^V wia 
^rafed by M. de Voltaire, and his editor fub* 
JQiqs his own opinion.— *' Thie -nearly favage 
Aate in which Ireland was, when ihe was conr 
quered^ her fuperftition, the oppr^e^ffi^p^ e-^f cifcd 
by the Englifh, the religioua fanaji^ifin which 
divides. the Iri& into t^o holUk nations, fudl 
are the caufes which held down this people ia 

* II y a des nations dont Tune femble fajj^f 
poijr etre foumife a I'autre. Les Anglois o^t 
toujours eu far les^ Irlandois la fuperiorite da 
geaie, des richeffes, et des armes. La superim 
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d^i^&fllott (tnd wea^[ie&. Bellgiciusch^tmds aire? 
i^ipcftfecL ; OTd tills epuntry has cecQvered her; 
li^ltty. , IfHhiQo Icmger yield t^ tlte:£n^ilb|f 
oi^^ iaiiiduftryottiialirfchrmat^ ^ 

, THe^ l?ift fewB^nte pfrthi* nOte might, if it hadl 
ri^acjij^d th^i j?yfBs or eari of die incenfedirifli hifi^ 
t^Hiyaii, Ma O^allors^, have affuaged hfe wrath j 
i^ainft Vbltaife fcr the-ungwdcd'expr^^n in? 
t)ie itejt;t i liinlf^fs the: amor [laiirUB af the iftAoiiaiiy 
U^e,)^ a^moturjpr<^^ of £>me indbidmlsy in^ 
fl^^rof. hei^g^ ^<9|iQed by congratulations ow 
tj^ir imprcfv/emept* jhmddbe intent updn de* 
ilMfifti^di^, that fh^^e nerer was any tht«ig to 
ixn^ro^e* As I we^ were neither bom nor bred 
ijp> Ir^i^ds wei^aotiliotbefeppofedtopd&rs.tbis 

lo ■': ■ . ^ I ■ ■ - ^ - ' ■ 

, ^ :* Oh lif^it dans les premieres editions, la 
siipcrioiite que ks blancs ont sur hs negres* M» 
de Vplt^ire efia^a cette e?ipreirj.on injurieufe. 
I-^etat pre fque fail vage ou etait Plrlancle JorG. 
qu'elle fut conqulfe, la fuperftition, I'bppreffioti 
eiei^v^fee paj^ tes Anglois, le fanatifme reltgteux' 
qtiidivifeleslrlandois eti deux n^tiorfs enneirrie^^ 
XbUes font les c^aufesqur ont retemies ce peuple 
dans rabaiifement et dans la foibleife. Les haines 
religieufes fe font affoupies, et elle a repris fa li- 
berty, J^ei^ ItlanflQis ne k cedent plus aus Atf^ 
glois ni en Industrie ni en lumieresJ*^ 



senior pacrise in it^k fiill fbrde^ ^^ovti^rbfbrs to be 
sCttM^hed ta^^ the icoiitit^f xmly for it^s 'ineriQ^> 
1^ i^pkiiowi^dge,: that it is^a mattlli^t^ iiXt^fiW;^ 
cnce to uj wheiheirithelrifliideirit^'e^4:heii^'o'fi^ 
fixjrfi itWe SpaniaittJ, w tte^ Mitefishifei ! dr^'ilic 
WdiSi : ' Hre are' not> fo ^ vlotently^ afixtous as we 
cAiij^t'tb be^so^ determine, whdthdr> 6r noC^ithe 
iMgua^^fpokieri tff the - i>hte^idaii -AaVi^, 4»' 
Teraicb^ ^tajr^ scirai iriib ; il^y, w6 (hi)ild^ik^ 
bnaV^Ioof'heanb^ifut: eouMj ift»^»<b^^&tyiiaoii 
sBy prdtcidi^ithat Albibiii^ i^l^ ^dtl^r^ hi^ 

that we are more Inteteftei* W* the Ate -^f ^th* • 
pre&ntrace of it^itibabitatits^ thf^f^ intti^^hif* 
torianbif St.'Patrick^Stv Facbaris, StiCormbo, 
the renowned Brien Boru ; Tireldach, kinc: of 
Conhaa^t ; M^^Murrbugh, |crng of ' Lelnfter } 
Diarmod ; Righ-Damnha ; Labra-toingfeach ; 
Tighermas; OUamh-Foldha J the M'Giplla* 
Ifh^raig|s; jor even the great Williapi of Oghum ; 
apd,by tt^is declaration we have im> fear of giv- 
iflgojETence to^wy batr rufty antiqiiarie$. Wc> 
tfaiink it fbmewhat more tic the hitwicmr df Ireland* 
$denumerate the namds of fonie of the men of 

•• *' See O'Halioran'4 Hiftory of Ireland. 
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^hks whohi fhe has produced ; Milfbn and 
Shakfpeare ilands unrivalled ; but Ireland can 
ix>afl of Uflier} Boyle; Denham; Congrevej 
/Motyneux ; Farquhat ; fir Rtehard Steele ; fir 
lians Sloane ; Berkeley ; Orrery ; Pamel ; 
Swift; T. Sheridan 5 Helftiam ; Bryan Robin- 
fon; Goldfmith; Sterne; Johtifon*; Tickel; 
Brooke; Leknd; Hales; Stock; three HamiU 
tons ; Young ; Charlemont ; Kirwan ; Bicker* 
llaffe; Macklin ; Malone ; Canning; Mrs. 
Sheridanf ; F. Sheridsui ; Griffiths j Courtnay ; 
Barre ; Hufley ; Sheridan ; Burgh, and Burke ! 
We enter into no invidious jcomparifons 5 it 
is our fincere wi(h to conciliate both countries ; 
and, if in this flight effay we ihould fucceedin 
diffufing a more juft and enlarged idea of the 
IriQi than has been generally entertained, we 
hope the Englifli will deem it not an unaccepta- 
ble fervice* Whatever might have been the 
policy of the englifh nation towards Ireland, 
whilft Ihe was a feparate kingddm, fince the uni« 

* Author of Chryfal, or Adventures of a 
Guinea. 
^ Author of that beautiful tale ^^^Mt^k^A* 
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t»i itxtnna longt^ be her wifli to depronalii 
theahnttt pr^^caie tlw.J^iiSWge of HiA»x^ 
«ns. Qo9 f)f tbe CzaVs of S.ufiia.,uled to uide 
^&cap an4be^s fr^iyi b» iocMl, abt} ]BlHie,it bib 
tVfibe<^<^^^ ol his Jubjc^ wh«m he wiOied 
Jjcr di%r;a^e* Tl^. idea, of ^i^tetK^ns fUch « pti* ~ 
pinim9nt:tp a whdle nation was iageilh»ils,:uid 
ma^iananpDS:; Urt BngUndcanDocnqv.putit 
into execixUop towards Ir^aod. ; Would it not 
|te a:pr^tcal btlH tob^ace th« capiactifbells Dp^ 
pnber wwiiailiWUthead:.' 
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